
A country collection
Sally Hays, M anager Inform ation  Services Shire o f A ugusta-M argaret River

T he S h i re  o f  A u g u s t a - M a r g a r e t  

R ive r  is at th e  s o u th w e s t  c o r n e r  
o f  W e s te r n  A u s t r a l ia ,  w i t h  a 

p o p u la t io n  o f  a p p r o x im a te l y  7 9 0 0 ,  an d  

g r o w i n g  at a ra te  o f  a lm o s t  f o u r  p e r  

c e n t  p e r  a n n u m .  It c o m p r i s e s  t w o  

t o w n s ,  M a r g a r e t  R iv e r  a n d  A u g u s ta ,  

e a c h  w i t h  a l i b r a r y ,  a n d  f o u r  h a m le ts  

(C o w a r a m u p ,  G r a c e t o w n ,  W i t c h c l i f f e ,  

a n d  K a rr id a le ) .  T h is  coa s ta l  ru ra l  p a ra 

d ise  is n o w  fa m o u s  f o r  its sur f ,  ca ve s  

a n d  w in e r ie s ,  b u t  w a s  p r im a r i l y  d e v e l 

o p e d  b y  th e  t i m b e r  in d u s t ry  a n d  d a i r y  

f a r m in g .  A u g u s ta  w a s  f i r s t  s e t t le d  in 

1 8 3 0 ,  a n d  M a r g a r e t  R iv e r  t o w n  w a s  

e s ta b l ish e d  in 1 9 1 3 .  S ig n i f i c a n t  d e v e l 

o p m e n t  o f  th e  d is t r ic t  w a s  a c h ie v e d  by  
a p o s t -w a r  g r o u p  s e t t le m e n t  s c h e m e  in 

th e  1 9 2 0 s ,  a n d  a g a in  b y  l a n d  s e t t le 

m e n t  sch e m e s  in th e  1950s .

T h e  lo c a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n  c o m 

pr ises  f o r t y - e i g h t  p u b l i s h e d  h is to r ie s  

a n d  b io g r a p h ie s ,  j o u r n a l  a r t i c le s  a n d  
p a p e rs ,  o ra l  h is t o r y  ta p e s  a n d  t r a n 

s c r ip ts ,  c o u n c i l  m in u te s  a n d  rates 
b o o k s ,  s h i re  a r c h iv e s ,  f l o r a  p h o t o 

g ra p h s ,  p a m p h le t s ,  n e w s p a p e r  c l i p 

p ings ,  a n d  e ve n  a thes is .  It is c u r r e n t ly  

sca t te red  a m o n g  th e  t w o  l ib ra r ie s ,  the  
A u g u s ta  O r a l  H i s t o r y  g r o u p ,  A u g u s ta  

H is to r i c a l  S o c ie ty  M u s e u m ,  

C o w a r a m u p  H a l l ,  th e  S h i re  A r c h iv e s ,  
a n d  in m e m o r ie s .  T h e  m o n o g r a p h s  are 

c a ta lo g u e d ,  b u t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  th e  

m a te r ia l  is v e ry  lo o s e ly  o rg a n is e d  in to  

c h r o n o lo g i c a l  s e q u e n c e ,  a n d  s to red  in 

f i les  an d  c u p b o a rd s .  As m e m b e rs  o f  the  
L ib r a r y  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e rv ic e  o f  

W e s te rn  A u s t ra l ia  sys tem , m o s t  o f  o u r  

s to ck  is pa r t  o f  th e  sta te c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  

w e  w o u l d  l ike  to  see the  m a jo r i t y  o f  the  
lo c a l  h is to ry  p u b l i c a t i o n s  b e c o m e  pa r t  

o f  o u r  o w n  s tock .  T o  a c h ie v e  th is ,  an d  

to  m a k e  th e  lo o s e - le a f  a n d  p a m p h l e t  

m a te r ia l  m o re  a cce ss ib le ,  w e  w i l l  need 
to  a p p l y  fo r  e x te rn a l  f u n d in g .

T h e  c h a l le n g e  fo r  a ' n e w c o m e r '  l i 

b r a r ia n  w h o  has o n l y  l i v e d  h e re  fo r  a 

y e a r  o r  so, is to  le a rn  w h o  to  t a l k  to ,  

w h e r e  the  h is to r ic a l  m a te r ia l  is, an d  to  

e a rn  th e  t ru s t  o f  th e  c o m m u n i t y  to  

house an d  o rgan ise  it. Th e  f i f ty -y e a r  h is 

t o r y  o f  th e  l i b r a r y  in c lu d e s  its b e g i n 

n in g s  in the  fo y e r  o f  th e  Roads  B o a rd  

O f f i c e ,  to  ' t h e  s h e d '  n e x t  d o o r  to  th e  

bakery ,  then  the  p u rp o s e -b u i l t  l ib ra ry  o f  

19 55 ,  to  o u r  n e w  b u i l d in g  in D e c e m b e r

19 96 .  Th e  greatest ad va n ta g e  o f  a c q u i r 
ing  a n e w  b u i l d i n g  is th e  space  w h i c h  

e n a b le s  us to  p r o v id e  th e  lo c a l  h is to ry  
c o l l e c t i o n  w i t h  its o w n  sh e lve s  a n d  

s tu d y  area.

W e  m u s t  n o w  d e c id e  w h a t  s h o u ld  

be  i n c lu d e d  in th e  lo c a l  h is to ry  c o l l e c 
t i o n ,  h o w  it s h o u ld  be  g a th e r e d  a n d ,  

m o s t  i m p o r ta n t l y ,  w h a t  sta f f  re sou rce s  

c a n  be a l l o c a t e d  to  its m a n a g e m e n t .  

T h e  t y ra n n y  o f  d is ta n c e  an d  th e  sca t te r
in g  o f  m a te r ia ls  a re  o u r  m o s t  p ress ing  

p r o b le m s .  Sta ff  re sou rce s  h a v e  a lw a y s  
be en  la c k in g  fo r  spe c ia l  p ro g ra m s .  O u r  
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P lan o u t l in e s  p r o g ra m s  to  d e v e lo p  th e  

M a r g a r e t  R iv e r  L ib r a r y  as a m e e t i n g  

p la c e  a n d  re sea rch  area  f o r  lo c a l  h is 
t o r y ;  t o  c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  th e  

A u g u s ta  O r a l  H i s t o r y  G r o u p  to  m a k e  

t h e i r  tapes an d  t ra n s c r ip ts  a v a i la b le  fo r  

l o a n ;  a n d  to  o r g a n is e  re v is e d  s to ra g e  

th a t  w i l l  e n su re  c o r r e c t  p re s e rv a t io n  o f  

th e  sh ire  a r c h iv e s .  W e  a lso  ha ve  p la n s  
to  im p le m e n t  i n te r -g e n e r a t io n a l  s to r y 

s h a r in g  w o r k s h o p s  w i t h  a v i e w  to  th e  
c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e i r  m e n to r s  w o r k i n g

w i t h  o u r  ta le n te d  re s id en t  s to ry te l le rs  to  

p r o d u c e  lo c a l  h is to r y  m e m o i r s  fo r  the  

c o l l e c t i o n .

T h e  grea tes t  c h a l le n g e ,  in th e  sho r t  

te rm ,  is th e  u r g e n c y  o f  g a th e r in g  m a te 

r ia l  w h i l e  it is s t i l l  a v a i l a b le  a n d  p r o 

m o t in g  th e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  th e  l i b ra r y  to  

d e v e lo p  an d  m a n a g e  the  c o l le c t io n .  T o  

a c h ie v e  th is  w e  m u s t  e n su re  a p p r o p r i 

a te  s to ra g e  fo r  m a te r ia ls  w h i l e  w e  

g a th e r  th e  sta f f a n d  f in a n c ia l  resources  

to  p rocess  th e m ,  b u t  c o n t i n u e  to  m a k e  

th e m  a v a i la b le  fo r  research  as re qu i re d .  

M y  re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  i n c lu d e  the  l ib ra r ies  
a n d  r e c o r d - k e e p in g  f o r  th e  sh i re ,  an d  

th is  w i l l  m e a n  m y  s tu d y in g  an e x t e n 

s io n  u n i t  in a r c h iv e s  m a n a g e m e n t  in

1 9 9 8 .  W e  ha ve  th e  g rea tes t  g i f t  o f  a l l ,  

t h o u g h ,  in b o th  s ta f f  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  

w i t h  e n th u s ia s m  a n d  a w i l l i n g n e s s  to  

a c c e p t  th e  c h a l le n g e .  ■
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