
A L I A  m e m b e r s h i p  a  w i n n e r

C la re  A i t k e n  w a s  n o m in a t e d  b y  th e  

C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S ou th  

A u s t r a l ia  f o r  th e  1 9 9 7  U C R L S  (SA) 

a w a r d  w h i c h  is p re s e n te d  a n n u a l l y  t o  th e  
m o s t  o u t s ta n d in g  s tu d e n t  c o m p l e t i n g  th e  

G r a d u a te  D i p l o m a  in In f o r m a t io n  M a n a g e ­

m e n t .  F o l l o w i n g  are  e x c e rp ts  f r o m  C la re 's  

a c c e p ta n c e  speech .

'I w as  g o in g  to  use th is  ta lk  as a p la t fo rm  

to  c a m p a ig n  to  ge t m y s e l f  so m e  w o r k  e x p e ­

r ie n c e  in th e  l i b ra r y  area. [Bu t]  I 'm  p lea sed  

to  be  a b le  to  re p o r t  th a t  I 'm  n o w  e m p lo y e d  

as a l ib ra r ia n !  It is a g rea t  o p p o r t u n i t y  an d  I 

ha ve  to  th a n k  th e m  fo r  g iv in g  m e  the  c h a n c e  

—  th e  c o n s ta n t  c h i c k e n  an d  egg s i tu a t io n  o f  

" n o  e x p e r ie n c e  =  n o  j o b "  /  " n o  j o b  =  n o  e x ­
p e r ie n c e "  w a s  g e t t in g  v e ry  f ru s t ra t in g .

'A n d  it has been m y  m e m b e r s h ip  o f  A L IA  

th a t  has led to  th is  p o s i t io n .  A n d  th is  is the  

m e ssa g e  I w a n t e d  to  b r in g  t o n i g h t  —  s tu ­

d e n ts  m u s t  be  e n c o u ra g e d  m o s t  s t r o n g ly  to  

j o i n  A L IA  f r o m  th e  v e r y  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e i r  

s tud ies .  N o t  a f te rw a rd s  —  th a t  is t o o  la te . In 

th is  ve ry  c o m p e t i t i v e  j o b  m a rk e t  it is ke e p in g  

in t o u c h  w i t h  w h a t  is h a p p e n i n g  t h r o u g h  

A L IA  th a t  m a ke s  th e  d i f fe re n c e .

'I t h i n k  th e  l i b ra r y  s c h o o l  s h o u ld  be  p r o ­

m o t in g  A L IA  m e m b e r s h ip  m o re ,  p a r t i c u la r l y  

to  e x te rn a l  s tud en ts .  As an ex te rn a l  s tu d e n t  I 

fe l t  e x t r e m e ly  iso la te d  at t im es ,  and it w a s n ' t  

s tressed to  m e  th a t  it w a s  a g o o d  idea  to  get 
i n v o l v e d  in A L IA .  It w a s  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  e n ­

c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  th e  l i b ra r ia n  at C S IR O  H u ­

m a n  N u t r i t i o n ,  L e a n n e  G r i f f i t h s ,  t h a t  I g o t  

i n v o l v e d  in A L IA  a c t i v i t i e s .  I c a n n o t  t h a n k  
h e r  e n o u g h  f o r  h e r  u n f a i l i n g  h e lp  a n d  a d ­

v ic e .  I k n o w  th a t  A L IA  is t r y in g  to  e n c o u ra g e  

th e  c o n c e p t  o f  m e n t o r in g ,  a n d  I 'm  h e re  to  

say th a t  it is an e x c e l l e n t  idea .

'I k n o w  I ha ve  a lo t  to  learn .  Th e  ph rase  

" t r a in e d  in the  th e o ry  o f  e v e ry th in g  an d  p ra c ­

t ised  in th e  a r t  o f  n o t h i n g "  c o m e s  to  m in d .  

T h e  p ra c t ic e  s ide  is w h e r e  A L IA  re a l ly  c o m e s  

in to  its o w n .  In a sm a l l  l ib ra ry ,  a n e tw o r k  o f  

c o n ta c ts  is essen t ia l .  I ha ve  been  h ig h l y  im ­

pressed w i t h  the  c o n t i n u in g  t ra in in g  an d  su p ­

po r t  tha t  A L IA  m e m b e rs  o f fe r  to  each o th e r  —  

th is  is n ' t  s o m e th in g  I 've  e n c o u n te re d  in m y  

" f o r m e r  c a r e e r " .  A n d  th e re  is an  e x c e l l e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y  at th e  m o m e n t ,  w h i l e  th e re  are 

ch a n g e s  o c c u r r i n g  at th e  l i b ra r y  s c h o o l ,  fo r  

A L IA  m e m b e r s  to  g iv e  so m e  in p u t  in to  w h a t  

th e y  re q u i re  f r o m  g radua tes  o f  th e  s c h o o l . '  ■

A n d  t h e  b o o k s  t o  l i s t e n  t o  a r e . . .
The N ational Library of Australia is proud to announce the w inners o f the 1 997  TD K  
Australian Audio Book Awards and the Trish Trin ick Prize fo r the Best N arrator, w hich  
represent first-class audio productions of outstanding literary works. The awards w ere  
presented in Canberra on 11 N ovem ber by one o f Australia's forem ost w riters, Eliza­
beth Jolley.

The aw ard for the best w ork  of unabridged fiction  was given to the Christian Blind 
Mission International for their production o f Steve Lawhead's charm ing children's book 
B r o w n  e a rs  a t  sea , narrated by Robert G rubb.

The Abridged Fiction A w ard  was w on by ABC Enterprises fo r E a tin g  o u t  a n d  o t h e r  

s to r ie s  b y  N a t a l ie  S c o tt, narrated by Ruth Cracknell. ABC Enterprises also took out the  
Abridged Non-Fiction  A w ard for the ir production o f Jan R u ff-O 'H erne's  m oving auto ­
biography, F i f ty  y e a rs  o f  s i le n c e , poignantly narrated by the author.

The Unabridged N on-Fiction  A w ard was w on by Bolinda A udio Books for a p ro ­
duction o f M ary  Durack's famous fam ily  biography, K in g s  in  g ra s s  ca s tle s , narrated by 
Jenny Seedsman.

The Trish Trinick Prize fo r the Best N arra to r was w on by James W righ t for his nar­
ration o f a Louis Braille Books' production o f T h e  f i f t ie t h  g a te .

Audio books have made lite ra tu re  accessible to  diverse groups o f people. Listen­
ing to audio books is no longer confined to  people w ith  p rin t disabilities as others are  
finding they can increase the am ount of tim e they have for reading by listening to audio  
books w hile  doing other things such as driving.

Students and other 'readers' also discover that texts they find im penetrable in print 
—  Shakespeare's H a m le t  o r James Joyce's U ly s s e s , fo r instance —  becom e accessible 
when read aloud.

The principal aim  of the TD K  Australian A udio Book Aw ards is to prom ote high 
standards o f audio book production in A ustralia. The entries are rigorously assessed 
fo r quality o f narration , sound and editing and preparation  of the text for audio, pack­
aging, and announcem ent quality. ■

... from previous page

• 21/2 N SW  Branch Council m eet­
ing. 10am-4pm. Sumitomo Room 3, 
Level 11, State Library of NSW. Ob­
servers welcome. RSVP: Jo-anne Fuller 
02 9906 6000jojo1@ozemail.com.au.
• 24/2 N SW  Special Librarians sec­
tion. Does th e  v ir tu a l l ib ra ry  h ave  a 

fu tu re ?  5.30pm Venue: Sydney Cam­
pus, Central Queensland University, 
Level 6 Imperial Arcade, Castlereagh 
Street. Cost: $5, nibblies provided. 
Information/booking: liana Cohen 02 
9385 4682, i.cohen@unsw.edu.au. 
24/2 E lectron ic Public L ib rary 
Sem inar. Penrith City Library 9.30- 
4.30pm. Cost: $60. Guest speakers 
on electronic commerce, electronic 
resources and service delivery. Sup­
plier product demonstrations. Book- 
ings/enquiries: Lorraine Stacker, ph 
02 4732 7886, fx 02 4732 7540, 
lstack@penrithcity.nsw.gov.au.
• 25/2 N S W  Special Libraries sec­
tion. Librarians' Libations and Net­
working. Everyone welcome! Join us 
at the W entworth Hotel, Garden 
Court Bar —  Level 5, 5.30pm on­
wards, for networking and drinks. 
Host: Yasna Palaysa 02 9228 5107.

Q L D
16/2 R A ISS (Q ld ) Tour o f the 
Queensland Parliamentary Library. 
Meet in foyer of Parliamentary An­
nexe, Alice Street, Brisbane, 5.30 for 
6pm. (free). RSVP: by 11/2 Vivien 
Nash ph 07 3365 2933, fx 07 3365 
1552 v.nash@library.uq.edu.au.
3/3 ABN  Inqu iry Training QUT Li­
brary. Contact: Barb Ewers ph 07 
3864 5183 fx 07 3864 1823, 
b.ewers@qut.edu.au.
4-5/3 ABN Supersearch Training Con­
tact: Barb Ewers ph 07 3864 5183 fx 07 
3864 1823, b.ewers@qut.edu.au.
6/3 In terchange Internet W ork­
shops. Resources fo r library profes­
sionals, the In ternet in reference. 
(half day each). One PC per person. 
Cost: $120 per workshop. Discounts: 
ALIA members/full-day attendance. 
Venue: 82 Ann Street, Brisbane. 
Bookings essential: 07 3892 5495, 
interchange@uq.net.au.

S A
• 20/2 Local Studies National sec­
tion. Launch of Timekeepers: Forg­
ing Links in Local Studies. For further 
information please contact Jenni 
Woodroffe, ph/fx 08 9367 4759, 
jenni@omen.com.au.
• 13-14/3 SA  L ib rary Techn ician 
section 3rd SA Library Technicians 
workshop —  Tools of the trade: skills 
for library technicians. Chateau 
Yaldara, Lyndoch, Barossa Valley. 
$150 ALIA members, $170 non­
members. Contact: Marion Fielke, ph 
08 8384 0655, fx 08 8382 1232. 
RSVP by 28/2. continued ne x t page...
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