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Trip around ALIAnet

For the n e x t yea r or 
oo a key  fea tu re  o f  
the oite w ill he the 
in form ation on the 
new peak b o d y ...

I t has been a w h i le  since I w ro te  about ou r  host 

site, A L IA ne t .  It's d e f in i te ly  w o r th  a v is i t  at 

h t tp : / /w w w .a l ia .o rg .a u /  (as if yo u  d id n ' t  

know!) .  The most s tr ik ing  feature  on the hom e 

page is the  N ew s  c o lu m n ,  up da te d  eve ry  
m on th .  D ecem ber  featured Listservs (there are 

tw e lve  operated by ALIA  for its members),  In for­

m a t ion  l i te racy  and C hr is tm as  c lo s in g  times. 

There's also an archive o f  'W ha t 's  ne w ' fo r each 
m o n th ,  so tha t if you  h a ven ' t  been back  fo r a 

w h i le  you can see w ha t 's  been happen ing .

For the next year or  so, a key feature o f  the 
site w i l l  be the in fo rm a t io n  on  the n e w  peak 

bo d y  to  be fo rm ed  by the merger o f  A L IA  and 
ACLIS (h t tp : / /w w w .a l ia .o rg .a u /a l ia -a c l is / ). Here 

you  can keep up - to -da te  w i th  all  the d e v e lo p ­

ments and use the  b u l le t in  board  to  express 

you r  com m ents  abou t  the process.

In such a large site, cove r ing  so m a ny  to p ­

ics, it 's not a lways easy to  f ind the in fo rm at ion  

that you w ant .  O n e  w a y  to  address this is to  use 

a s i te -m a p p in g  fa c i l i ty .  A  good  e x a m p le  is 

M a p u c c in o  w h ic h  y o u ' l l  f in d  at h t tp : / /  

w w w . ib m .c o m / ja v a /m a p u c c in o / . This is an ap ­
p l ica t io n  w h ic h  d y n a m ic a l l y  construc ts  v isual 

maps o f  websites, w h ic h  can be v ie w e d  using 

any Java-enabled browser,  and can be stored for 

q u ick  reference or  shared w i th  o the r  users. You 

sup p ly  M a p u c c in o  w i th  a URL (for e xa m p le  

w w w .a l ia .o rg .a u ) and an area o f  interest (say, 

educat ion or  the Internet). It then displays a map 

o f  the site, w i th  re le van t  pages h igh l igh te d .  
There 's o n ly  a dem onst ra t ion  version ava i lab le  

(IBM hopes that y o u ' l l  bu y  the fu l l  p roduct)  but 

it 's enough to  g ive you  an idea o f  its potent ia l.

Back to the public library
A no th e r  o ld  favour i te  that's w o r th  a re turn visit  

is the In te rne t P ub l ic  L ib ra ry  at h t tp : / /  

w w w . i p l . o r g . It co n t in u e s  to  g row ,  w i th  new  

l inks be ing added all the t ime. A  q u ick  browse 

th rough B iography in the Reference Section re­

vea led  the 'P o l i t i c a l  g raveya rd '  (an index  o f  

fo rm er  A m er ica n  p o l i t ic ia ns  and w he re  they 're  

bu r ied) ,  the 'C o m p le te  list o f  Popes',  and 
'W h o 's  w h o  in Asia '.

Improve your searching
Reva Basch, a specialist in on l ine  searching, has 

w r i t te n  an ar t ic le  on the Z D N e t  site about ho w  

to f ind  in fo rm a t io n  on  the Net.  It goes all the 

w a y  from 'Search engine basics' to  'Customised 

research services'.  See it at h t t p : / /w w w .z d n e t . 

c o m /c o m p l  i fe/tea/9 708/f i  nd ny1 0 .h tm l .

A nd  w h i le  w e  are on the sub ject o f  search­

ing, there 's  a site w h ic h  covers  all  aspects o f  

search engines and the i r  uses at h t t p : / / w w w . 

sea rchen g ine w a tch .co m / .  It p rov ides  in fo rm a ­

t ion  on h o w  the search engines w o rk  (and how  

you can im prove  you r rank ing w hen  they index 

yo u r  site), re la t ive pe r fo rm ances  o f  the search 

engines in d i f fe ren t areas o f  interest, and tu to r i ­

als on h o w  to  use each one.

The brain project
Stephen Jones, one o f  Austra lia 's  experts in m u l ­

t im e d ia  deve lopm ents  has, w i th  the assistance 

o f  the Austra l ian Fi lm Comm iss ion , put together 

a site w h ic h  explores m any  aspects o f  the na ture 
o f  consciousness, cove r ing  ph i losophy ,  o rg a n ­

ised systems, neural nets and qu an tu m  physics.  

The pro jec t  arose f rom  Stephen's a t tendance at 

a con ference ti t led 'Towards  a science o f  c o n ­

sciousness' in the U n i ted  States o f  A m e rc ia  in 

1996, and is a con t inu ing  developm ent.  H e  says 

that it's for people  w h o  are interested in the area 

bu t no t specia lists . C heck  it ou t  at h t tp : / /  

w w w .m e r l in .c o m .a u /b ra in _ p ro j / .

Address correction
The p rob lem s  o f  t igh t  dead l ines  (sigh!). In the 

D e c e m b e r  in C ite  I gave the address fo r 
V ideoTa lk ,  an Austra l ian site fea tur ing te c h n o l ­

ogy used in digital  v ideo  and aud io  libraries, but 

be tw een  then and n o w ,  the  address was 

changed. The correc t  URL is h t t p : / /w w w .c m is . 
c s i ro .au /D M IS /V ide oT a lk /V id eoT a lk .h tm l.

Issues lor youth
A n n e  H ugo  o f  the N a t ion a l  C lea r inghouse  fo r  

You th  Studies is respons ib le  fo r  Youth  F ie ld  
Xpress, the NCYS news le t te r  w h ic h  is d is t r ib ­

uted by e -mail  and the w eb.  Each issue features 
ar tic les on you th  matters as w e l l  as links to  per­

t inen t  sites. See it at h t tp : / /w w w .acys .u tas .e du . 
au/ncys/y fx /.

New at I lea It liWeb
The U n i ted  States o f  A m e r ica  H e a l th W e b  site 
has a n n o u n ce d  the a d d i t io n  o f  new  sub jec t  

pages in A l l ie d  H ea l th ,  O p h th a lm o lo g y  and 

Rural Health , b r ing ing  the tota l num ber  o f  sub­
jects to fifty. They are at h t tp : / /he a l thw e b .o rg .

More health Information
M asaak i  Tonosak i  o f  the N ip p o n  M e d ic a l  

School Centra l L ibrary has p roduced  an ex ten ­

sive d i re c to ry  o f  b io m e d ic a l  jou rna ls  on  the 

web .  There are 28 00  entries w i th  URLs, de ta ils 

o f  w h a t 's  ava i la b le  and w h a t  charges (if any) 
apply . It's been publ ished in the journa l  O n lin e  

Kensaku  (V17 (3/4) 1 9 96 .0 9 /12 )  and there are 

plans to  pu t it up on the w e b .  If you w a n t  to 

c o n ta c t  the au thor ,  the e -m a i l  address is 
tonosak i@ nm s.ac . jp .

M e anw h i le ,  another large co l lec t ion  o f  l inks 

(not l im i ted  to  journa ls)  is M e d W e b ,  a c o l le c ­

t ion  o f  B io m e d ica l  In te rne t resources run by 

Emory U n ive rs i ty .  See it at h t t p : / /w w w .c c . 

e m o ry .e d u /W H S C L /m e d w e b .h tm l .

Community Networking site
D a v id  N o v a k  o f  C o m m u n i t y  N e tw o rk in g  has 
pu t a lo t o f  w o rk  in to  sett ing up his site at 

h t tp : / /c n .n e t .a u . In a n n o u n c in g  its es tab l ish ­

ment,  he said that he hopes that this w i l l  be the 

sort o f  th ing that pub l ic  l ibraries do  in the future.

I d o n ' t  agree. I th ink  p u b l ic  l ibraries have be t­

ter th ings to  do than to  d u p l ic a te  in fo rm a t io n  
that has been c o m p i le d  in o th e r  places. H o w -
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