
P o r t  P h i l l i p  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e  

s p e a k s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  m a n y

R ic h a r d  H o lt  ( c e n tr e )  w i th  C ity  o f  P o r t  P h illip  m a y o r ,  C h r is t in e  H a a g , a t  t h e  la u n c h  o f  SLIN G

O n 16  D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 7  th e  P ort 

P h i l l ip  L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e  

la u n c h e d  an  in n o v a t iv e  a n d  

e x c it in g  n e w  a d d it io n  to  its w o r ld w id e  

w e b s ite : S eam less LO TE In te rN e t G a te ­

w a y  (S L IN G ).

T h e  S L IN G  p ro je c t  p ro v id e s  access 

to  w e b  in fo rm a t io n  in  a ra n g e  o f  c o m ­

m u n ity  la n g u a g e s  th ro u g h  a s in g le , in ­

te g ra te d  w e b  p a g e . A  d e d ic a te d  p e r ­

so n a l c o m p u te r  a t th e  St K ild a  B ra n ch  

L ib ra ry  p ro v id e s  a u n iq u e  In te rn e t in ­

fo rm a tio n  to o l fo r  n o n -E n g lis h -s p e a k in g  

l ib ra ry  users.

The P ort P h il l ip  S LIN G  p ro je c t is the  

firs t o f its k in d  in V ic to r ia  a n d  w as m a de  
p o s s ib le  b y  a g ra n t fro m  th e  V ic to r ia n  

state g o ve rn m e n t's  O ffic e  o f  L ib ra ry  Serv­

ices. It p ro v id e s  d ire c t access to  In te rne t 
in fo rm a t io n  in th e  fo l lo w in g  languages: 

C h in e se  ( t ra d it io n a l an d  s im p lif ie d  
scripts), L rench, G e rm a n , G reek, H u n g a r­

ian , Ita lia n , P o lish , Russian an d  Span ish . 

T he  lib ra ry  is a lso  c u r re n t ly  w o rk in g  to ­

w a rd s  H e b re w  access.

T h e  w e b  pa ge  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  e n ­

a b le  users o f  la n g u a g e s  o th e r  th a n  Eng­

lish  to  access w e b  pages in  th e ir  o w n  

la n g u a g e , la va  a p p le ts  la u n c h  in s tru c ­
t io n  b o x e s  fo r  c h a n g in g  fo n ts  a n d  

s c r ip ts  to  th e  u s e r 's  c h o s e n  la n g u a g e  

w h e n  th e  m o u se  passes o v e r a n y  o f  th e  

la n g u a g e s  lis te d . It d o e s  n o t m a tte r  if

th e  last use r w a s  re a d in g  in C h in e s e , 

R ussian o r  in E ng lish  —  th e  n e x t use r 

can  e a s ily  s w itc h  to  h is  o r he r p re fe rre d  

la n g u a g e  w ith  a fe w  s im p le  m o u se  

c lic k s . L inks  to  m a jo r  ove rseas n e w s p a ­

pe r w ebs ite s  and  o th e r n o ta b le  sites are 
m a in ta in e d  and  u p d a te d  re g u la r ly .

O n l in e  in fo rm a t io n  is c o m p le ­

m e n te d  b y  a s im p le , p r in te d  m u lt i l in ­

gu a l m a n u a l to  e n c o u ra g e  use b y  those  
w h o  are n o t e n t ire ly  c o m fo r ta b le  w ith  

a fu lly -c o m p u te r is e d  fo rm a t.

T h e  S L IN G  w e b s ite  is lo c a te d  at
h t t p : / /w w w .v ic n e t .n e t . a u /~ p p ls / s l in g /

lotemain.htm.

S L IN G  w a s  d e v e lo p e d  in -h o u s e  b y  

P ort P h il l ip  l ib ra ry 's  e le c t ro n ic  se rv ice s  
l ib ra r ia n  R ic h a rd  H o lt ,  w h o  has b e en  

re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  l ib ra ry 's  w e b  pa ge  

d e v e lo p m e n t.

In 1 9 9 6  R ic h a rd  re c e iv e d  an A L IA  

In n o v a t io n  A w a rd  fo r  h is  c re a t io n  o f  

th e  P ort P h i l l ip  L ib ra ry  h o m e p a g e . ■

S u z a n n e  M c L e o d , S A M , a n d  
G le n  J a k o v ic h  w it h  a T h in k S a fe  
C lub  m e m b e r  a t  th e  la u n c h

C l a r e m o n t  l i b r a r y  h e l p s  t o  

c h i l d r e n  a b o u t  s a f e t y

I n D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 7 , W o rk S a fe  W e s te rn  A u s tra lia  la u n c h e d  

th e  T h in k S a fe  C lu b  fo r  K ids  a t th e  T o w n  o f  C la re m o n t L i­

b ra ry  an d  In fo rm a t io n  S e rv ice .

T h e  T h in k S a fe  C lu b  fo r  K id s  is an In te rn e t p ro g ra m  to  

h e lp  c h ild re n  u p  to  tw e lv e  ye a rs  o f  age le a rn  a b o u t sa fe ty . 
O n  access ing  th e  p ro g ra m , th e  c h ild re n  a re  g ree te d  b y  Eagles 

fo o tb a lle r  G le n  ja k o v ic h ,  an d  in tro d u c e d  to  T h in k S a fe  S A M . 

T h e y  are th e n  s h o w n  h o w  to  a p p ly  th re e  s im p le  sa fe ty  steps 

at h o m e , a t s c h o o l an d  o n  th e  ro ads : sp o t th e  h a z a rd ; assess 

th e  risk ; m a ke  th e  ch a n g e .

C o m m is s io n e r fo r  O c c u p a t io n a l S a fe ty  a n d  H e a lth , N e il 

B a rth o lo m a e u s , sa id  at th e  la u n c h , ' I t  is im p o r ta n t  th a t w e  

in s til sa fe ty  m essages a t an e a r ly  age so th a t e v e ry o n e  in th e  

c o m m u n ity  th in k s  a b o u t sa fe ty  in  a ll a reas o f  th e ir  liv e s '.

T o w n  o f C la re m o n t m a n a g e r o f  l ib ra ry  an d  in fo rm a t io n  

se rv ice , S u za n n e  M c L e o d , w h o  a lso  c h a irs  th e  to w n  c o u n ­

c i l 's  o c c u p a t io n a l h e a lth  an d  sa fe ty  c o m m it te e  sa id  th a t she 

w a s  e n c o u ra g e d  to  see W o rk S a fe  W A  a c k n o w le d g in g  th e  

h ig h  p ro f i le  o f  p u b l ic  l ib ra r ie s  in  th e  c o m m u n ity .  ■
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http://www.vicnet.net.au/~ppls/sling/

