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Libraries and net censorship
There has been a lot of discussion in the 

m ed ia  and on va rious lists about the 
Broadcasting Services Am endm ent 

(O n line  Services) B ill 1999, in w h ich  the 
Federal G o ve rnm en t is seeking to find w ays 
to lim it access to o ffensive m ateria l. Som e 
opponents of the leg islation  are asking the 
G o ve rn m en t: 'W h a t 's  the fuss? The sort of 
m ateria l w h ich  you are trying to b lock  can 
be found in p u b lic  lib raries all ove r the 
p lace . You don 't censor pub lic  libraries, so 
w h y  w o rry  about the internet?' They assume 
that nobody w ou ld  ever dare to d ictate w hat 
is p laced  in pub lic  libraries. W e  know  that 
isn't so.

AMOL among the best in the world
The Austra lian  M useum s and G a lle r ies  On- 
L ine  site at h ttp ://w w w .am ol.org .au/ has 
been chosen  as one of ten fina lists in the 
C u ltu re  and M e d ia  section  of the G lo b a l 
Bang em an n  C h a llen g e , an in ternational 
com petition  for innova tive  IT projects. The 
w inners w ill be announced  in Stockholm  on 
9 June . D e ta ils  are at h ttp ://w w w . 
challenge.stockholm .se/.

We still have a lot to learn
I have w ritten  before about Jakob  N ie lsen 's  
A lertbox co lum n w here  he writes about vari­
ous aspects of the W e b . In the 2 M a y  issue 
at h ttp ://w w w .useit.com /alertbox/990502 
.htm l he revis its to a co lu m n  from 1996 
w h ere  he looked at the 'Top ten mistakes in 
W e b  design '. H e  found that three years later 
there has been some change but m any prob­
lems rem ain . The m ain culprits: use of bad 
Ja va  p rogram m ing, over-use of an im ation , 
outdated inform ation  and s lo w  dow n loads. 
H e  has an interesting point about anim ation  
—  peop le tend to equate it w ith  advertising 
and consequently  ignore it.

Getting it all together
Bern ie Sloan from the Un iversity  of Illinois at 
U rbana-C ham paign  has put together a W e b  
site w ith  links to a co llec tio n  of about 100 
prim ary source docum ents dealing  w ith  the 
g o ve rn an ce  and adm in istra tion  of lib rary  
consortia  and co-operatives. It includes B y ­
law s, M em o ran d a  o f U nderstand ing , R e ­
source  Sharing  A greem ents and Strateg ic 
P lans. T h ey  have  been co lle c ted  from 
groups m ain ly in the U S , but there are a cou ­
ple from C anada and one from South Africa. 
N o n e  are from  A ustra lia , w h ic h  raises the 
question  —  ho w  m an y of ou r consortia  
docum ents are on line  and should w e  be let­
ting Bern ie  know  about them ? H is site is at 
h ttp ://ww w.lis.u iuc.edu/~sloan/consort.htm

An interim ANB
The N a tio n a l L ib rary  is m aking progress in 
using K inetica  as a w a y  of p roducing som e­
thing like the old A N B . The data is ava ilab le  
for the m om ent as a series of m onthly files of 
Recent A ustra lian  Pu b lica tions on the N LA  
FT P  server at ftp ://em ail.n la.gov.au/pub/

A N B /  The current process in vo lves  records 
being extracted from K inetica  and lists being 
produced on a PC  in classified and main en ­
try forms (w ith  the suffixes c la  and a lp  re­
spective ly).

Just what we needed (really!)
Lycos has announced  a 'n e w  w a y ' to index 
the W e b , w ith  8500 vo lun tee r editors cata ­
loguing W e b  pages for N etscape 's  O p en  D i­
recto ry. A part from the num bers invo lved  
(experts, editors, com puter hobbyists —  all 
vo lunteers), it does seem sim ilar to w hat Y a ­
hoo has done for several years now . C o m ­
pare the tw'o at http://directory.netscape.com 
and http ://w w w .yahoo.com . The good news 
is that they w ill not take paym ents for listing 
sites.

Progress for XML?
In a co lu m n  at h ttp ://w ebreview .com /w r/ 
p u b /1  9 9 9 / 0 4 / 0 2 / e d g e / in d e x .h t m l?  
w w w rrr_1 9 9 9 0 4 0 2 .tx t D a v id  Strom  argues 
that M icro so ft 's  em bracing  of X M L  and in­
corporating  it into its Office  products is not 
good news for the standards process. H e  sug­
gests that by making their version of X M L  the 
defau lt authoring form at for the W e b , they 
w ill e ffec tive ly  h ijack  the language. W h e n  
you consider ho w  p ervas ive  the ir standard 
W o rd  form ats are, you  can  see ho w  this 
m ight happen.

Electronic theses and dissertations
The Netw orked  Digital L ib rary of Theses and 
D issertations (http ://ww w.ndltd.org/) based 
at V irg in ia  Tech  has a co llec tio n  of inform a­
tion abou t va rious aspects o f crea ting  and 
access ing  research in e le c tro n ic  form , and 
there are a few  Australian universities am ong 
their participants. O n e  of the interesting links 
points to statistics for usage of the V irg in ia  
Tech arch ive , w h ich  show s Australian  users 
second on ly  to those from the U K  in 1997.

Who is using what
if you are interested in w hat is happening on 
the W e b  and how  it is being done, check  out 
h ttp ://w w w .statinarket.com /. S ta tM arket 
looks at the traffic generated by m illions of 
users to m illions of sites and publishes statis­
tics on W e b  brow sers, operating  systems, 
traffic and ISPs (although these w ill be of less 
interest to Australian users). O n e  startling sta­
tistic —  M icrosoft Internet Explorer has tw ice  
as m any users as N etscape G om m un icato r. 
It seems just yesterday that N etscape had a 
huge lead o ve r M icro so ft in the b row ser 
wars.

Style, not fashion
Jan ice  W a lk e r  w as a teacher at the U n iv e r ­
sity of South Florida in 1 994 w hen  she leapt 
to fam e as an expert on c it in g  o n lin e  re­
sources. W h e n  her gu ide w as endorsed  by 
the A ll ia n c e  for C om pute rs and W r it in g  it 
b ecam e know n  as the W alker/A C W  Style 
Sheet and has appeared  all o ve r the W e b
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since. She is now  engaged in a larger project 
c a lled  The Colum bia guide to online style 
w h ic h  has a W e b  site at h ttp ://w w w . 
colum bia.edu/cu/cup/cgos/ and a book pub­
lished  by C o lu m b ia  U n ive rs ity  Press. The 
W e b  vers ion  is qu ite  b rief (and of cou rse 
points you to w here  you can order the book) 
but it w ill be the method for issuing updates 
to the book w e ll into the future. The book is 
very good, w ith  inform ation not o n ly  on c it­
ing resources but also w ith  p len ty of useful 
instruction on creating docum ents for print 
or e lec tro n ic  pub lica tion .

Preserving history
The H istory Data Service  has published Digi­
tising history, a com prehensive guide to c re ­
ating, d o cu m en ting  and preserv ing  d ig ital 
resources derived from historical docum ents. 
The gu ide is at http://hds.essex.ac.uk/g2gp/ 
digitising_history/index.html and w ill also be 
published by O x b o w  Books later this year. It 
is intended as a reference w ork  for ind iv idu ­
als and organisations involved w ith , or p lan ­
ning, the com p uterisa tion  o f h isto rica l 
sou rce  docum ents. It recom m ends good 
practice  and standards that are generic  and 
re le van t to a range of data c rea tion  s itua ­
tions, from student projects through to large- 
scale research projects.

Local government research
The N a tio n a l Loca l G o ve rn m en t Research  
In fo rm ation  w e b  site at http:// 
w w w .locgovresearch .gov.au  has been set up 
by the Local G o ve rnm en t M in isters ' C on fe r­
en ce  to p ro v id e  a foca l po int for research  
into local governm ent issues. It features links 
to Australian and international local govern ­
ment bodies and peak organisations and w ill 
soon include an e-journal covering  this area.

Information literacy
The A pril issue of the In form ation  L iteracy 
S IG  new sle tter is no w  a va ila b le  on the 
In foLit w eb  site http://www.alia.org.au/sigs/ 
info lit/hom e.h tm i Its contents in c lu d e  S IG  
contacts, inform ation about recent research 
and new  publications. A  feature of the cu r­
rent issue is the 'Sn ippets ' section w h ich  in­
clude brief items of interest to S IG  members. 
Future issues w ill inc lude inform ation about 
S IG  State contacts, re levant governm ent re­
ports, newsflashes and items w ith  a section 
focus (school libraries, un iversity  and TA FE, 
p u b lic  and specia l lib raries) Ed ito r A nn e  
Hazel I w e lcom es contributions by S IG  m em ­
bers for the new sle tter; con tac t her at 
ahaze ll@ d ecsp o p .nex us .ed u .au . S IG  m em ­
bers w h o  do not have ready access to the 
internet can  request a printed  co p y  of the 
newsletter from Di Booker on 08 8207 8239.

Legal information list
Legal info-on line is a new  announcem ent list 
for anyone  interested in keep ing  track of 
new  sites and developm ents in on line  access 
to legal inform ation in Australia . It w ill also 
co ve r re levan t sem inars and con ferences, 
and new' d eve lop m en ts  in the d e liv e ry  of 
on line legal inform ation includ ing standards

and governm ent in itiatives, but not Internet 
law  issues such as cop yrig h t and e-com- 
m erce or general discussion of the law . You 
can subscribe on line  at http://www.fl.asn.au/ 
legalinfo/subscribe.html or by sending a mes­
sage to m ajordom o@ fl.asn.au w ith subscribe 
legalin fo-online in the body of the message.

RLG digital preservation report
The report 'D ig ita l P reservation  N eeds and 
Requirem ents in RLG  M em ber Institutions' is 
a v a ila b le  on the R L G  W e b  site at http:// 
www.tham es.rlg .org/preserv/d igpres.htm l in 
both H T M L  and PD F  formats. It is the result 
of the 1998 study of R LG  m em bers' current 
p ractices, needs, and p lans for p reserv ing  
their g row ing  co llec tions  of digital hold ings 
and represents an up-to-date p icture of the 
current state o f d ig ital preservation  and the 
key concerns and expectations from an inter­
national cross-section of libraries.

A new look for ACN
The Australia 's Cultural N etw ork  website has 
been g iven  a m akeover and the ow ners are 
looking for com m ent and feedback. There 's 
a w h o le  range of things that you m ight not 
have seen before, like top ica l artic les - the 
one on L ib raries  in A ustra lia  for L ib rary  
W e e k  (h ttp ://w w w .acn .net.au/articles/1999/ 
05/alw .htm ) w as quite im pressive. M u ch  of 
the m aterial on the site w as pretty w e ll h id ­
den in the ea rlie r design, but now  it's been 
brought to the surface . See it all at http:// 
w w w .a c n .n e t .a u .

New Metadata site at NLA
A lso  w ith  a n ew  look is M eta  M atters (http:/ 
/w w w .n la .gov.au/m eta/), the c o lle c tio n  of 
M etadata  inform ation  from the N ational L i­
b rary. You  should  c h e ck  out the w e ll-se ­
lected read ing list on M etadata .

VRA online
The V isual Resources A ssociation  is a body 
interested in the history, production , conser­
vation , and access ib ility  of visual materials, 
w h o se  m em bers in c lu d e  slide  and p ho to ­
graph curators, film  and v id eo  lib rarians, 
photo archivists, rights and reproduction  of­
fic ials, photographers and art historians. Its 
hom e page is at http ://w w w .vra .oberlin .edu 
and it m aintains the VRA-L list. To subscribe, 
Send a message to LISTSERV@uafsysb.uark.edu 
w ith  Subscribe VRA-L firstnam e lastname in
the body of the message.

and that’s the way it is...
It's no w  five  years s ince V irg in ia  W a lsh  first 
asked me to w rite  this co lu m n , and I have  
decided  that five years is enough. I still en joy 
do ing it, but I reckon it is tim e that som eone 
else had the pleasure. So, starting next month 
there w ill be another w riter bringing you the 
best of the W e b . Thanks to Em m a and Ivan 
for their help  in putting the co lum n together 
(and for not being too stroppy about d ea d ­
lines) and specia l thanks to all the A L IA  
m em bers w h o  have com m ented  on the c o l­
umn and suggested top ics or sites. So  for 
now , as the strapp ing chap  in the p ic tu re  
w o u ld  say —  happy and safe surfing. ■
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The A L IA  hom e pages and  
the A L IA  w e b  service, 
A L IA n e t, can be found a t the  
fo llo w in g  URL: 
h ttp : / /w w w .a lia .o rg .a u /

SAVE YOURSELF 
THE TROUBLE OF 

TYPING THESE 
URLS!

This co lu m n  (w ith  associated  
hyperlinks) is on A L IA n et, 
and has the  U R L o f  
h ttp : / /w w w .a lia .o rg .a u /  
in c ite /w w w w /

[Please n o te  th a t fu ll-stops a t 
the  end  o f any U R L or e -m a il 
addresses, o r underlines, 
a ppearin g  in inCite should  
N O T  be used]

C o n trib u tio n s  and  
suggestions fo r this co lum n  
are  a lw ays w e lc o m e . Please 
e -m a il K erry  W e b b  at
kerry.w ebb@ alianet.a lia.org .au  

o r via th e  A L IA  N a tio n a l 
O ffic e , in d te@ a!ia .o rg .au
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