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Last month (inCite  June, p31) w e  h igh
lighted som e of the focus sessions 
p lanned  for Strait to the future. This 

month w e  w o u ld  like to exp lain  further how  
the focus sessions w ill be structured.

Focus sessions represent a new  approach 
for the Spec ia ls , Law  and Health  Librarians 
con fe ren ce . T h ey  are loosely-based on a 
theo ry  know n  as open-space techn o lo g y . 
U n d e rp in n in g  the idea of these sessions is 
the dem ocratic  notion that delegates have as 
m uch to offer in the w a y  of ideas, op in ions 
and exp erience  as those de live rin g  papers. 
W e  are sure you w ill agree that this con fer
ence has the possibility of being m uch richer 
if this w ealth  of know ledge can be tapped.

Im agine that focus sessions are a market
p lace for information, in m uch the same w ay  
that the W e b  is. You have the same freedom 
to jo in  and leave  these sessions as you do 
w ith  e lec tro n ic  lists on the 'net. Focus ses
sions w ill be round-table d iscussions. They

w ill u su a lly  begin w ith  short presentations 
and they w ill be facilitated. A  scribe w ill note 
dow n  the points that com e out of the d iscus
sion and these w ill  be printed  and  m ade 
a va ilab le  to all delegates. A  tim espan of one 
and a half hours has been a llocated , but d is
cussion w ill sim ply con c lu d e  w h en  those in 
vo lved  feel the desire to m ove on.

W h i le  in p ractice  these m ight ap pear to 
be loosely-structured  d iscussions, they  re
qu ire  con s id e rab le  p re-planning . Th e ir suc 
cess w ill ride as m uch w ith  us —  the o rgan 
isers, as w ith  you —  the delegates. W e  hope 
you w ill g ive  them  your support, take up the 
op po rtu n ity  to share yo u r insights w ith  o th 
ers, and  w a lk  a w a y  far rich e r for the ex p e 
rience.

To register to attend a focus session, mark 
the re levant box on the p rovis iona l program  
section of the registration form . If you have 
any ideas for additional focus sessions, fill in 
the re levant part of the registration form. a
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