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T
he M o n a ro  R e ­
g io n a l L ib ra ry  
and  In fo rm atio n  
S e rv ic e  holds a specia l 

e v e n t o r a c t iv ity  each  
y e a r  to c e leb ra te  A u s ­
t ra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k .
T h is  y e a r  the  C o o m a  
L ib ra ry  in v ited  lib ra ry  
e x p lo re rs  to d is c o v e r  
the lib ra ry .

L ib ra ry  pa trons, 
business p eo p le , sh ire  
c o u n c i l lo r s ,  s ch o o l 
p r in c ip a ls ,  d o cto rs  
and  c o u n c il staff w e re  
in v ited  to b e c o m e  ' l i ­
b ra ry  e x p lo re rs '. A lso  
rep resen ted  w e re  the  
p o lic e  fo rce , the  fire  
b r ig ad e , and  the  cu b  
scouts. A  garb-o log ist 
a lso  e x p lo re d  the  l i ­
b rary du ring  the w eek .
L ib ra r ian s  from  T A F E , 
the S n o w y  M o u n ta in  
H y d ro - E le c tr ic it y  A u ­
th o rity , and  lo ca l 
sch o o ls  w e re  a lso  in v o lve d .

U n d e r  the w a tch fu l e ye  o f lib ra ry  
staff, ex p lo rers  b e c a m e  instant w h iz ­
zes at h and ling  issues and  returns and 
h e lp in g  p a trons. S o m e  e n jo y e d  the 
w o rk  so m u ch  th e y  e v e n  e x p e r i­
m ented  w ith  data  en try  for n e w  b o r­
ro w ers  and  search in g  for item s.

T h e  'l ib ra ry  e x p lo re r ' p ro g ram  
w as  w e ll- re ce ived  by both the exp lo r­
ers th e m se lv e s  and  lib ra ry  patrons. 
Pa trons e n jo ye d  the n o ve lty  o f being  
served by d ifferent peo p le  and  the fun 
a tm osp he re  that w as  c rea ted . Ex p lo r­
ers saw  a d ifferent side to lib ra ry  serv­
ice s  and  fo u n d  it w a s  n o th in g  like  
'just read ing  b ooks '. T h e  ed ito r o f the 
lo ca l p a p e r w a s  an e x a m p le  o f o n e  
person  w h o  th o ro u g h ly  en jo ye d  her­
self. A fter her persona lised  tour o f the 
w o rk ro o m  she w a s  m ore aw a re  of the 
b read th  of tasks asso c ia ted  w ith  ru n ­
n ing  a I ib rary.

To  c o m p le m e n t the  ex p lo re r p ro ­
g ram  the C o o m a  L ib ra ry  m o u n ted  
e ye - ca tch in g  d isp la y s  using the 'E x ­
p lo re  and  d is c o v e r ' them e . A  huge 
ex p lo re rs  roster w a s  d ra w n  up and  
d is p la y e d  b e h in d  the c irc u la t io n  
desk. O n e  b ra ve  lib ra ry  staff m em b er 
dressed as the exp lorer S tan ley  during  
the w e e k  —  c o m p le te  w ith  p ith h e l­

m et, bea rd  and  boo ts. Fter d isg u ise  
c re a ted  an a m u s in g  ran g e  o f re ­
sponses from  patrons, ranging from  'Is 
she a lr ig h t? ' to 'Y o u  look  w o n d e rfu l, 
d ea r '.

In keep in g  w ith  the lib ra ry  w e e k  
th em e  the M o n a ro  R e g io n a l L ib ra ry  
and  In fo rm ation  S e rv ic e  has a lso  d e ­
v ised  an exp lorers  qu iz . P e o p le  o f a ll 
ages w e re  in v ited  to en ter this ligh t­
h ea rted  q u iz  a b o u t ex p lo re rs . T h e  
co rrec t an sw er for each  question  w as  
g iven  a long  w ith  th ree  o ther possib le  
answ ers. T h e  first co rrec t en try d raw n  
w o n  a $25 gift v o u c h e r  g e n e ro u s ly  
d o n a ted  by M o n a ro  B o o k s  and  M u ­
sic.

A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k  w a s  an 
idea l o p p o rtu n ity  for the  M o n a ro  R e ­
g ion a l L ib ra ry  and  In fo rm ation  S e rv ­
ice  to h ig h lig h t its s e rv ice s . Lo ca l 
m ed ia  co v e ra g e  in c lu d ed  n ew sp ap e r 
a rt ic le s , rad io  in te rv ie w s  and  rad io  
n ew s  item s. T h e  ex p lo re r  p ro g ram  
w a s  a good  reason  to in v o lv e  p eo p le  
in the lib ra ry  —  e s p e c ia lly  those like 
the m ayo r, w h o se  vis it to the lib ra ry  
w a s  a first. ■
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