
Access: at what cost?
Report of the Access to Heritage Inquiry tabled

T
he Senate Environm ent, R ecrea 
tion , C o m m u ica tio n s  and the 
Arts Re fe rences C om m ittee , in 
Ju ly  this year, tab led  its report on the 

Access to Heritage Inquiry. In consider
ing w hat constitutes heritage, the C o m 
mittee reported that heritage ought to 
be defined as those 'th ings w e  w an t to 
keep, that is things w e  have inherited  
and w ou ld  like our ch ild ren  to inherit'.

The C o m m itte e 's  report con cern s  
user charges in m useum s, art galleries 
and national parks and, to a ve ry  lim 
ited extent, lib raries. T ak ing  into a c 
count the present levels of governm ent 
subsidies, the C om m ittee w as asked to 
exam ine how  costs for m ainta in ing  the 
nation 's  cu ltu ra l and heritage assests 
should  be appo rtioned  b etw een  g o v 
ernm ent subsid ies and user co n tr ib u 
tions.

The C o m m itte e 's  inq u iry  d id  not 
consider how  access and equ ity  in the

public  lib rary system w ou ld  be affected 
by user charges. T h ey  noted that the 
inqu iry  had rece ived  few  subm issions 
on this issue, but a ck n o w led g ed  that 
the sub ject is an im portan t one and 
should re ce ive  separate consideration . 
The C o m m itte e  d id  recom m end  that 
sponsored research be conducted to in
vestigate the affect of user pays systems 
on eq u ity  and access to serv ices p ro 
v ided  by lib raries and archives.

The Report also recognises that the 
soc io-econom ic  profile of lib rary users 
is low er than the average visitor profile 
for m useum s and ga lleries  and the re 
fore w h ere  libraries concerned , equ ity 
and access considerations are different.

In its co n c lu s io n s , the C om m ittee  
strongly em phasised  that user charges 
for co re  and  va lu e  added  serv ices 
should  not be levied  if the affect is to 
d iscourage w id e  com m un ity  access to 
pub lic  p laces. ■

ALIA Membership
ALIA welcomes the following new members who joined the Association 
in November and congratulates those who have upgraded their 
qualifications

New Members
Kerry Barrett-Lennard W A  
V ick i Bates Q LD  
M ilagros Berna ld o  SA  
Pau la  C a llen  N S W  
Janet G a rc ia  A C T  
Tania G ilch r is t W A  
Ella G okhm ark  V IC  
V a le ria  G riad o u n o va  N S W  
G a y le n e  H arris W A  
M argaret H un t N S W  
M aureen  Kattau A C T  
A nne Kingsun Q LD  
Karen M ann-H enderson  Q LD  
Pau line  M artin  V IC  
M elissa  M ich e ll SA 
Rhonda M itche ll VIC  
A leksandra N ik o lic  N S W  
Nigel Poo le  Q LD  
H eather Raym ent N S W  
A lice  R ing land  SA  
Kaysha Russell N S W  
Karyn Siegm ann V IC  
G lenyss Steventon SA 
M argaret Tinson V IC  
N ico le  V an  Kem pen Q LD  
Karen W a ite  Q LD

New Technician
Jan e lle  Barto lo  Q LD

Sharyn  M u n ro  Q LD

New Associate 
John Banb u ry  SA 
Joan  Booth  TAS 
G eorg in a  B u ck le y  A C T  
Jan C o rey  Q LD  
Roz D av id son  SA  
J i I Man Em ery N S W  
D eborah  Encel N S W  
M elissa  G a v e n lo ck  N S W  
Lyn d e lle  G u n ton  Q LD  
Christine H aa r N S W  
Sam antha  Jackson  N S W  
Patric ia  Jam eson  N S W  
G erm a in e  K am pow sk i A C T  
Pau la  Keyes N S W  
A nnette Laguna Q LD  
A m an da  Lee A C T  
Rae Lorenz N S W  
Sherry  M o ria rty  N S W  
H en ry  O w in o  N T  
M arilyn  Ra lph  W A  
C aro lin e  Scharre r N S W  
John Terrell V IC  
Sh irley  W a rd  V IC

Upgrade to Associate
Vagn  G ud iksen  Q LD
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DUNN & 
WILSON 

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Dunn & Wilson Scholarship is a biennial 

award (presented at the biennial Library 

Technician Conference) and provides the 

recipient with an opportunity to investigate a 

particular project relating to the practise of 

library technicians which will increase the 

recipient’s professional occupation experience. 

The Scholarship is open to practising library 

technician members of the Library Technician 

Section of the Association.

Nomination forms are available from 

ALIA National Office, PO Box E441, 

Kingston ACT 2604 ph 02 6285 1877, 

fax 02 6282 2249 e-mail 

awards@alia.org.au 

URL http://www.alia.org.au/awards/

ALIA
Awards for 
Innovation 
in Victoria

Nominations are now being 
called for the 1999 award

These awards, first awarded in 1996, recognise 

innovative practices by library staff in Victoria in 

any aspect of library activity -  for example, 

design of a brochure or world wide web page, 

or for teamwork. An award is made in each of 

the following catagories: academic (universities 

and TAFE); public libraries; school libraries; 

special libraries; law libraries; and health 

libraries. The awards are open to library staff at 

all levels who are personal ALIA members.

Application information is available ALIA 

National Office, P0 Box E441, Kingston 2604  

phone 02 6285 1877, fax 02 6282 2249  

e-mail awards@alia.org.au 

URL http://www.alia.org.au/awa
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