
The University of Tasmania Law Library
Stefan P e tro w

Helen S ta ffo rd , S te fan  P e tro w  ( fro n t)  Chris H u rb u rgh , 
C aro lyn  Jarvis a n d  M o ira  M a h o n y

T he U n iv e rs ity  o f Tasm an ia  Law 
L ib ra ry  services the  tea ch in g  and 
research needs o f the  S choo l o f 
Law, w h ic h  has a pp ro x im a te ly  fourteen 

fu l l- t im e  staff, s ix teen  p a rt- t im e  staff, 
and a n um ber o f postgraduate and sen­
io r s tuden ts w h o  tu to r  overseas s tu ­
dents. Student num bers have increased 
d ra m a tic a lly  in the 1990s and the  c u r­
rent e n ro lm e n t in la w  is o ve r 900 , in ­
c lu d in g  those e n ro lle d  in In tro d u c tio n  
to  Law and the  Legal P ractice  Course. 
In a d d itio n  to  students e n ro lle d  in the 
Law Schoo l, the Law L ib ra ry  meets the 
legal in fo rm a tio n  needs o f o th e r d is c i­
p lines  such as g overnm ent, h is to ry , so­
c io lo g y , e n v iro n m e n ta l sc ie nce , 
e co n o m ics , a cco u n tin g , and m anage­
m ent, and is a re po s ito ry  o f legal in fo r­
m a tio n  fo r the  u n ive rs ity .

A lth o u g h  law  was firs t taugh t at the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f T asm an ia  in 1893, the  
Law L ib ra ry  c o lle c tio n  rem a ined  w eak  
in m ost areas u n til the 1960s. Then a 
n um ber o f reports, most n o tab ly  by Igor 
Kavass in 1961, p rom p ted  an e n th u s i­
astic band o f d ed ica ted  staff to  w o rk  to 
id e n tify  and f i l l  the gaps in the  c o lle c ­
tio n .

Th is  was spurred on in 1973 w he n  
a n ew  Law' B ranch  L ib ra ry  p ro v id e d  
space fo r fu tu re  d e v e lo p m e n t, b u t the 
C o m m o n w e a lth  T e rtia ry  E duca tion  
C om m iss ion  (CTEC) re po rt o f 1 9 8 6 -8 7  
fo u n d  m a jo r d e fic ie n c ie s . The Law L i­
b rary  was fu rth e r extended  in 1990 to 
acco m m od ate  a large in flu x  o f students 
and w ith  the a im  o f b u ild in g  a c o lle c ­
tio n  to  m eet the m in im u m  CTEC stand­
ard o f 100 0 00  vo lum es.

W h ile  seating is adequate, the  c o l­
le c tio n  is s till w e ll sh o rt o f the  CTEC 
standard  at a bo u t 67 0 00  vo lum es, but 
is still the largest legal co lle c tio n  in Tas­
m ania . F inancia l suppo rt fro m  the  Law

S choo l has been 
c ru c ia l to  the  c o l­
le c tio n 's  g ro w th .

The M oys c las­
s ifica tio n  system is 
used to  c a ta lo g u e  
the  l ib ra ry  c o lle c ­
t io n . G ro w in g  
strengths are in a r­
eas o f c r im in a l law  
and c r im in o lo g y , 
in te rn a tio n a l la w  
( in c lu d in g  A n ta rc ­
tica ), e n v iro n m e n ­
ta l la w , and m ore  
re ce n tly , hea lth  
law . An a tte m p t 
has been m ade  to  
c o lle c t the  co re  
m a te ria ls  needed  
fo r te a c h in g  and 
research in the Law 
S cho o l. T here  are 
so lid  h o ld in g s  o f 
la w  repo rts  and 
jou rn a ls  fo r co m m o n  law  ju r isd ic tio n s . 
The strength  o f the jo u rn a l c o lle c t io n  
stems fro m  the  ex is ten ce  o f tw o  jo u r ­
nals p ro d u ce d  by the  Law Schoo l, the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Tasm ania  L a w  R ev iew  
and the Journa l o f  Law  a nd  In fo rm a tio n  
Science, bo th  o f w h ic h  are exchanged  
fo r jo u rn a ls  a rou n d  the  w o r ld .

Except fo r a sm all ra re -book c o lle c ­
tio n  and se lected v u ln e ra b le  titles , a ll 
m a te ria l is on  open access. In a d d itio n  
to  s tr ic tly  legal m a te ria l, in the  1990s 
the Law  L ib ra ry  to o k  o ve r the u n ive rs i­
ty's  A us tra lian  o ff ic ia l p u b lica tio n s  c o l­
le c tio n  and m ic ro fo rm  c o lle c tio n .

W ith  the he lp  o f u n ive rs ity  strategic 
grants, the  Law  L ib ra ry  has ga ined ac­
cess to  e le c tro n ic  in fo rm a tio n . C D - 
R O M s c o n ta in in g  fu ll- te x t  cases and 
sta tutes, LEXIS and B u tte rw o rth s  O n ­

line, and index databases as w e ll as the 
m u ltifa r io u s  legal in fo rm a tio n  on the 
in te rn e t can  be accessed fro m  the  l i ­
b ra ry 's  e ig h t c o m p u te r te rm in a ls . Stu­
dents are tra ined  to  use these databases 
in groups and in d iv id u a lly .

M o re  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t the  Law 
L ib ra ry 's  e le c tro n ic  p ro d u c ts , lib ra ry  
gu ides (e s p e c ia lly  the  G u id e  to  Rare 
Books), and serv ices can be fo u n d  at
h ttp :/ /w w w .u ta s .e d u .a u /d o c s / lib ra ry /
la w /la w .h tm l.

The Law  L ib ra ry  is s itua ted  in the 
Law S choo l b u ild in g  at the  lo w e r end 
o f the U n ive rs ity 's  Sandy Bay cam pus. 
The staff o f Stefan P etrow , H elen Staf­
fo rd , C h r is t in e  H u rb u rg h , C a ro lyn  
Jarvis, and M o ira  M a h o n e y  inv ite  in te r­
ested co n fe re n ce  delegates to  v is it the 
lib ra ry  d u rin g  th e ir stay. ■

SIRSI develops, m arkets , and 
supports inform ation softw are 
system s for libraries, businesses, 
an d  a rc h iv e s . O u r p ro d u c ts  
include the  Unicorn99 line of 
client/server library  autom ation 
system s, W ebCaf'j'and Hyperion 
D igital M edia Archive.
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