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More on the
digital agenda reforms...
The Copyright Am endm ent (Digital 

Agenda) B ill cu rren tly  b e ing  c o n s id 
ered  by the H ou se  o f Representatives 

S tan d in g  C o m m itte e  on  Legal and  C o n s ti
tu tiona l A ffa irs  (L A C A ) is o ve ra ll a reason 
ab le  o u tco m e  for lib raries and  in fo rm ation  
services. There  are though som e sign ifican t 
im p lic a t io n s  fo r o u r se c to r and  Ja m ie  
W o d e tz k i  p ro v id e s  a g o o d  su m m ary  o f 
these in his a rt ic le  'T h e  D ig ita l A g en d a  hits 
the  h o u se ' in th is  issue [see  a lso  http:// 
w w w .a lia .o rg .a u / c o p y r ig h t/ n e w s /  fo r d e 
ta ils  on  the  B il l ] .

L A C A  has re c e iv e d  a n u m b e r o f su b 
m issions from  lib raries, lib ra ry  rep resenta 
t ive  o rg an isa tion s  and  industry representa 
t ive s  such  as la w  so c ie tie s . T h e  
A sso c ia t io n 's  su b m iss ion  [found  at http:// 
w w w .a lia .o rg .a u / s u b m is s io n s / ] supports  
the position  taken  by the A ustra lian  L ib ra r
ies C o p y rig h t C o m m itte e , o f w h ic h  w e  are 
a m em ber.

A ll  o f th e se  su b m iss io n s  h a v e  a d 
d ressed  the  l ik e ly  im p act on  lib ra ry  se rv 
ices resulting from  the d e fin ition  o f 'lib ra ry ' 
in the  B i l l .  T h is  e x c lu d e s  lib ra r ie s  in for 
p rofit o rg an isa tio n s  from  re ly in g  on the li
b ra ry  ex cep tio n s  in the  A ct. T h is  c am e  as 
s o m e w h a t o f a su rp rise  as this d e fin it io n  
had  not been  fo re s h a d o w e d  in w h a t has 
c la im ed  to be 'fin e-tun ing ' o f the  exposure 
draft.

In p u b lic  p o lic y  term s, out interests are 
in g a in in g  the best o u tc o m e  for the sector 
as a w h o le .  It is a b o u t e n su rin g  the  best 
possib le  access to in fo rm ation  for all users, 
and  m ax im is in g  o p o o rtu n itie s  for resource  
sh a rin g  a cro ss  the  se c to r. It is a m u ch  
w id e r  issue than  l ic e n c in g  a rran g em en ts  
w ith  co p y r ig h t  o w n e rs  and  c o lle c t in g  
ag en c ie s .

In p r e lim in a ry  h ea rin g s  on  the  B il l  
the re  w a s  som e g enera l c o n c e rn  by c o m 
m ittee m em b ers  ab ou t d e c lin in g  access  to 
pub lished  in fo rm ation  resources in A ustra l
ian lib raries, and  p a rticu la r ly  p u b lic  lib ra r
ies. T h e re  a lso  a p p e a re d  to be a gen e ra l 
v ie w  that it w a s  re aso n ab le  fo r co rp o ra te

lib raries to pay  for cop ies  under the lib ra ry  
d o c u m e n t  su p p ly  p ro v is io n s . T h e  c h a l 
len g e  fo r the  co m m itte e  is to fin d  a w a y  
th rough , w h ic h  retains eq u itab le  access  to 
in fo rm atio n  for those in for-profit and  not- 
for-profit lib raries, and  ap p ro p ria te ly  c o m 
pensates co p y rig h t ow n ers .

T h e  lib ra ry  and  in fo rm a tio n  se rv ic e s  
secto r is party  to a range o f lic e n c in g  a r 
rangem en ts w ith  co p y rig h t o w n e rs  w h ic h  
p ro v id e  roya lt ies  to co p y rig h t rights h o ld 
ers. For ex a m p le  the  e d u ca t io n a l c o p y in g  
s ta tu to ry  l ic e n c e s  a d m in is te re d  by  the  
C o p y r ig h t  A g e n c y  Ltd and  S c ree n r ig h ts , 
and  the g o ve rn m en t c o p y in g  sta tu to ry  l i 
c e n c e  c o v e r in g  federa l, state and  te rrito ry  
g o ve rn m en ts . In re la t io n  to th is  B il l  the  
p o in t re m a in s  tho u g h  that v o lu n ta r y  l i 
c e n c e s  d o  no t c o v e r  a ll c re a to rs  and  
rig h tsh o ld e rs  and  these  a re  the  l ic e n c e s  
w h ic h  c o rp o ra te  lib ra r ie s  w o u ld  be re 
q u ire d  to  be a p a rty  to. T h ese  l ic e n c e  
a g reem en ts  a re  sep era te  from  the  P u b lic  
Len d in g  R ight w h ic h  in the  199 8-99  p ro 
gram  p rov id ed  around  $5.2 m illio n  in p a y 
m ents to crea tors  and  pub lishe rs.

L A C A  h e ’d a public-hearing  round tab le  
o f a ll parties to the d eb a te  on  14 O c to b e r  
and  p roposes to ho ld  fu rther ro u n d tab le s  
on  21 and  22 O c to b e r . A g a in , at the  
14 O c to b e r  ro u n d ta b le  c o m m itte e  m e m 
bers w e re  c o n ce rn e d  abou t the ir co n s titu 
ents h av in g  a ffo rd ab le  access  to in fo rm a 
tion . T h e re  w a s  som e interest in ex p lo r in g  
further the statutory lic e n ce  m o d e l in re la 
tion  to lib ra ries .

T h e  broad con cen su s  w ith in  the lib rary  
and  in fo rm ation  sector is that the best o u t
c o m e  is rem o va l o f the d e fin it io n  and  the 
ad op tio n  o f the  stand ing  re co m m en d a tio n  
o f the C op yrig h t La w  R e v ie w  C o m m ittee  in 
its S im p lic a t io n  Repo rt Part 1 —  that c o r 
p o ra te  lib ra ries  shou ld  be ab le  to  re ly  on 
the  lib ra ry  e x c e p t io n s ; and  that lib ra r ie s  
co n d u c te d  for p rofit shou ld  be treated  as 
lib ra ries  for the purposes o f the Copyright 
Act.

T h e A sso c ia tio n  w ill  c o n tin u e  to m o n i
tor deve lopm en ts . ■

6 £ f£ N o ve m b e r 1999

mailto:jennefer.nicholson@alia.org.au
http://www.alia.org.au/copyright/news/
http://www.alia.org.au/submissions/

