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Th ro u g h o u t 1999 N e w  Sou th  
W a le s  B ra n ch  C o u n c il has d e 
vo ted  a lot o f its en ergy  to c o n 

s id e r in g  and  d iscu ss in g  the  re n e w a l 
p ro ce ss . W e  h av e  a c t iv e ly  e n c o u r 
aged  N e w  Sou th  W a le s  sections and  
d iv is io n s  to do  the sam e and  co n tr ib 
ute to the d ebate . As part o f this sup 
po rt fo r the  re n e w a l p ro cess  w e  
h osted  the  A L IA  A G M  in A ugust, 
w h ic h  w a s  a tten d ed  by  a p p ro x i
m a te ly  fifty  p eo p le . A  n u m b e r of 
th o se  a tten d in g  c a m e  from  o th e r 
states and  b rought p roxy vo tes a long  
w ith  them . N e w  Sou th  W a le s  m e m 
bers c a m e  from  a range o f sections.

N e w  South  W a le s  B ranch  C o u n c il 
w a s  ap p ro ach ed  by som e of its m em 
bers to co n s id e r b id d in g  to ho ld  the 
2002  A L IA  B ie n n ia l C o n fe ren ce . T h e  
b id  sub-com m ittee  co n tr ib u ted  a lot 
o f w o rk  to th is p ro p o sa l w h ic h  w a s  
e v e n tu a lly  p la c e d  b e fo re  G e n e ra l

C o u n c il and  w a s  a ccep ted . W e  w e re  
v e ry  h ap p y  w h e n  D a g m ar 
S ch m id m a ie r, S tate L ib ra rian  of N e w  
So u th  W a le s ,  a c c e p te d  the o ffe r to 
ch a ir  the co n fe ren ce  o rgan ising  c o m 
m ittee . O rg a in is in g  the  c o n fe re n c e  
w ill  be an on-go ing  effort o f B ra n ch  
o ve r the next tw o  years.

W e  held  a n u m b er o f fun c tio ns  
through the year, the most successfu l 
being ou r fa rew e ll to W a rre n  H orton . 
O ne-hundred-and-tw enty of W a rre n 's  
friends and co lleag u es gathered at the 
State L ib ra ry  of N e w  South W a le s  for 
a fa rew e ll c o ck ta il party. O u r gift o f 
ap p rec ia tio n  to W a r re n  for his co n tr i
bution to our profession w as a c a r ic a 
ture o f h im self d raw n  by a local artist. 
The e v e n in g  w a s  h igh ligh ted  by a 
w itty  slide p resentation  of m em orab le  
m om ents in W a rre n 's  life. The presen 
tation  w as the  c re a t iv e  gen ius o f the 
o rgan ising  com m ittee  for the even in g

—  Ju lie  Y o u n g , C a ro lin e  C herre tt, 
C ra ig  G r im iso n  and Jo-anne Fu ller.

T w o  free sem inars w e re  o rgan ised  
by the B ra n ch  during 1 999, w ith  both 
used to p ro m o te  m em b ersh ip  o f the 
A s s o c ia t io n . A n a ly s is  o f the a tte n d 
an ce  list has en ab led  us to fo llo w -u p  
p o te n tia l m em b ers . T h e  first o f the  
p resen ta tion s  w as  in Ju ly  and  d re w  a 
c ro w d  o f 1 50 p eo p le  to the M e tc a lfe  
A u d ito r iu m  at the  S ta te  L ib ra ry  o f 
N e w  Sou th  W a le s . T h e  presenter w a s  
Ph il T e e c e  and  his p resen ta tion  w a s  
'T h e  lib ra ry  and  in fo rm a tio n  lab o u r 
m arket: the  real v a lu e '.

The secon d  sem inar w as  a p resen 
tation  by  K a ren  C o y le , w h o  w o rk s  in 
the U n iv e r s it y  o f C a lifo rn ia  L ib ra ry  
A u to m a t io n  U n it  w h ic h  d e v e lo p e d  
the U n iv e rs ity 's  o n lin e  access  system  
used b y  th e  U n iv e rs it y 's  l ib ra r ie s  
across n in e  cam p uses. Karen  w a s  in 
A u s tra lia  as a keyn o te  speaker at the 
S p e c ia l, H e a lth  and  L a w  L ib ra r ia n 's  
C o n fe re n c e  in H o b a rt  and  ag reed  
g ive  a p resentation  fo llo w in g  the c o n 
fe ren ce . H e r  p resen tation  w a s  c a lle d  
'T h e re 's  no g o ve rn m en t like no g o v 
ernm ent: w ith  a g lobal system  like the 
in ternet, w h o  gets co n tro l and  w h a t 
does it m ean  for us?' (see full report in 
next m o n th 's  inC ite). N e w  So u th  
W a le s  B ra n c h  a ttrac ted  sp on so rsh ip  
for both a c t iv it ie s , the  first from  Z e 
n ith  M a n a g e m e n t  S e rv ic e s  and  the 
se co n d  from  E B S C O , both of w h o m  
are  th a n k ed  for th e ir g en e ro u s  su p 
port o f o u r activ ities .

O u r  fina l a c t iv ity , apart from  ou r 
reg u la r m eetin g s , w a s  o u r M e r it  
A w a rd s  p re sen ta t io n  e v e n in g . T h e  
p resen ta tion  w a s  he ld  in the Ju b ile e  
R o o m  in N e w  So u th  W a le s  P a r l ia 
m ent H o u s e  and  w a s  a tten d ed  by 
n e a r ly  s e v e n ty  p e o p le . S e v e n  in d i
v id u a ls  w e re  n om in ated  by the ir S e c 
tions for th e ir ou tstan d in g  support of 
their Sec tion , A L IA  and  the profession 
in g e n e ra l. T h e  re c ip ie n ts  o f the  
aw a rd s  w e re  C a ro ly n e  C o h n  (A c q u i
s itio n s ), Su san  C a m p b e ll  (C Y S S ) ,  
L in d a  M u lh e ro n  (H e a lth  L ib ra r ie s ), 
G a ry  Jon es  (H u n te r  R eg io n a l G ro u p ), 
Ton i D a ym o n d  (L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ian s ), 
N ik i K a lle n b e rg e r  (S c h o o ls ) and  
G le n d a  P ry o r  (T A F E ). B ra n c h  p re 
sented an Institu tional M er it A w a rd  to 
E B S C O  In fo rm atio n  S e rv ic e s  for the ir 
cons is ten t support o f the  pro fess ion , 
A L IA  and  N e w  Sou th  W a le s  B ra n ch  
in p a r t ic u la r . T h e  e v e n in g  w a s  an 
e a r ly  C h r is tm as  p a rty  and  a fitting  
w a y  to end  1 999. ■

A  busy year for TAFE librarians
judy Ryan, president, ALIA TAFE Section, NSW Group

T he TAFE Section, New  
South Wales Group has 
had a busy and rewarding 

year. Our first seminar, titled 
'Substance in cyberspace: inter
net content management', was 
held at Blacktown College of 
TAFE on 28 May. This seminar 
discussed dealing with internet 
content and the experiences of 
TAFE NSW  libraries with student 
use of the internet —  experi
ences ranging from no problems 
at all, to the strain of a court 
case. This seminar was 
videotaped for the benefit of our 
rural members.

Australian Library Week was 
promoted with an advertisement 
in the TAFE Gazette, a journal 
which is circulated to ail TAFE 
N SW  staff.

Several members of the group 
attended the ALIA TAFE National 
Conference in Hobart in July. The 
section sponsored Margaret 
Mikulin from Deniliquin to at
tend. W e would like to thank 
Diana Harrison and the Tasma
nian team for an enjoyable and 
valuable conference.

In August, Maureen 
Henninger from the University of 
New South Wales addressed a 
dinner meeting on 'The changing 
role of librarians'. Maureen gave 
some interesting points about 
how our role is not changing —  it 
is just service in a different form, 
but service nevertheless.

A full-day seminar and work
shop aimed at young and new 
members was held at OTEN-DE 
on 22 October. 'Set yourself up to 
succeed: a job application forum 
for librarians and technicians' pre
sented speakers from varying li
brary backgrounds giving their 
experiences of recruitment issues 
and tips and suggestions for suc
cess. A practical workshop on job 
applications followed.

Our annual general meeting 
and Christmas dinner was held at 
Old Government House at 
Parramatta on 7 December. W e  
are looking forward to providing 
support and encouragement to 
our members in the year 2000. I 
would like to thank the 1999 
committee for an outstanding ef
fort. ■
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