
South Australian Branch
The South Austra lian  B ranch  got a jum p  start on their 

a c tiv it ie s  tor 1999 by h o ld ing  a p lann ing  day at 
Flinders U n ivers ity  L ib rary late in 1998. The result of 

this p lann ing  day w as a Branch  plan for 1999.

To fac ilita te  com m u n icatio n  w ith  m em bers the Branch  
newsletter, InterAlia was published ten times, and in June the 
B ran ch  co m m en ced  p u b lish ing  an o n lin e  version  on 
A L IA n e t. At the sam e tim e d is tribu tion  of the print issues 
throughout the state has been enhanced  by the use of three 
d ifferen t cou rie r systems w h ich  in ter link  w o rk p laces  for 
nearly 200 members. The Branch 's w eb  presence is also con 
tin u a lly  being deve loped  and enhanced .

The B ranch 's  successful group m entoring program  was 
established and it had on average seventeen participants. The 
group  is self-funded and self-organised by com m ittees of 
three to five  group mem bers. A L IA  m em bersh ip  is a prereq

uisite for involvem ent in the group. A lthough networking and 
education  are undoubted benefits, the o ve rw h e lm in g  co n 
sensus is that the greatest feature of the m entoring schem e 
lies in the inform al section of the meetings.

A  State Education  C om m ittee  met and d iscussed ed u ca 
tion and tra in ing  issues w ith  representatives of the lib rary 
school at the U n ive rs ity  of South A ustra lia  and the te ch n i
c ians course at the A d e la id e  Institute of TA FE. Staff at both 
institutions have been ve ry  generous w ith  their tim e in at
tending meetings of the Branch and the several state sections. 
A  much better understanding of education and training issues 
and needs has resulted.

The m ajor even t for 1999 w as the state con ference , 'In 
ternet in to x ica tion : excess, access and the w h o le  dam n 
thing ', held at C lare  in one of South A ustra lia 's  m ajor w ine  
regions. For a report on the con ference  see be low . ■

Internet intoxication in Clare
South Australian Branch state conference

In O cto b er, A L IA  (SA  Branch ) w ent to 
the C la re  V a lle y  in the heart of South 
A ustra lia 's  w in e  country for the b ien 

nial state conference. The them e 'In ter
net intoxication: excess, access and the 
w h o le  dam n th ing ' addressed issues 
re levant to the profession and its c lien t 
groups.

Jenne fe r N ich o ls o n 's  o p en ing  a d 
dress on internet content regulation il
lum inated  her experiences of the legis
la tive  agenda and m any p o lit ic ia n s ' 
unrea listic  expectations of using tech 
no logy or content regulation to control 
access to w h a t they define  as 'o b je c 
tion ab le '.

A fter m orn ing  tea, three panelists 
covered  d iverse topics from the global 
to the loca l in a presentation on 'C e n 
sorsh ip  —  w h o se  w eb  is it a n y w a y ? '
The perception was that w h ile  Australia 
is look ing  to tighten restrictions, C h i
na's grow ing  market and techno log ical 
advancem ents are fue lling  inform ation 
dem and , and previous restrictions on 
access to global information are easing. 
Internet access policies for local public, 
joint-use (com m unity/TAFE/school) and 
school libraries w ere  described, as w e ll 
as the techn ica l and ph ilosoph ica l d if
ficu lties inherent in the proposed A us
tra lian  legislation.

The afternoon  forum  on pro fes
sional issues covered  the reshaping of 
the de livery  of library studies education  
to lib rarians and library techn icians in 
South  A ustra lia . T w o  m entorees from 
the A L IA  group m entoring program re
ported en thusiastica lly  on the positive 
ou tcom es from partic ipating  and net
w o rk in g  w ith  the ir peers and pro fes

sional colleagues. Jennefer N icho lson 's  
c le a r exp lanation  of A L IA 's  n ew  C P D  
program  inspired the aud ience  to gain 
recognition  and credit for invo lvem ent 
in a range of professional developm ent 
activities.

V a lm a i FHankel's w o n d erfu l, hu 
morous and inform ative account of the 
State Library of South Australia 's exten
sive  w in e  literature co lle c tio n  dating  
back  to 18.34 led us into her gu ided 
w in e  tasting to round out d ay  one. 
V a lm a i expertly  introduced us to sev
eral C lare  varieta ls and to the etiquette 
of tasting and judging.

The 'C la re ? W h e re ?  L ibrary service 
at a d istance session' opened day tw o  
and brought us back to reality . Three 
U n ive rs ity  students dem onstrated their 
astound ing  p erseve ran ce  in cop ing  
w ith  the frustrations —  inc lud ing  get
ting onto the internet and using e-mail 
—  for study at a d istance. A lthough  
C lare  is on ly  tw o  hours' d rive from A d 
ela ide, they might as w e ll have been on 
the m oon! Their major life line w as the 
h igh ly  va lued  support of the librarians 
they d iscovered in their search for help.

In 'G e t  off the internet and get a 
life !' four librarians entertained us w ith  
tales of the potential for getting a life on 
and off the internet. Professor Larry 
A m e y  (L Jn ivers ity  o f South A ustra lia ) 
sum m arised  the h ighly successful c o n 
ference and m any delegates stayed on 
for the b arbecue generously p rovided  
by the C lare  Apex C lub.

The form al sessions sparked off en 
ergetic discussions among the aud ience 
of sixty delegates from a va rie ty  o f li
braries. Joy W illiam s ' conducted tour of

the historic C lare  Library w ith  its n ew ly  
insta lled  internet PCs w as ve ry  m uch 
appreciated .

Eleanor Whelan, Fiona Thomson, Ann 
Luzeckyj and Wendy Rutten, University of 
South Australia Library staff

Dr Suess meets the 
Clare conference...

If a conference is what you ’re craving
And you’re really into raving

Come to Clare

Internet was the topic
It wav sexy, censored, snappy
And the guest <tpea kero did their institutions proud

Lucky prizes, lunch and tea, guest speakers 
Tours, drinking all for 'free 1 
Kept the delegates rolling in the aides 

Acronyms abound ALIA, CPD, PLAIN, POP 
FDS, URL, BBQ and ISP

Embrace technology let it run!

But are we listening to the distance students lack 
of fun!

Quite often librarians save the day
Problems of time, drop-outs, costs and fights

When all is said and done Reality Bites!

Accommodation wide and varied

Some stories good, some scary
Heaven and Hell would be appropriate here too

When all it said and done and the tally has been 
run
Well done to an extraordinary, outstanding, over- 
the-top, millennium highlight 
ALIA conference NUMBER ONE!!

Wendy Rutten (University of South 
Australia Library) inspired by Gene 
Ziegler http://www.gsm. Cornell.edu/staff/ 
Gene/DrSeuss. HTML
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