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1999 has been a particu larly  active  year for the South A us
tralian Spec ia l Libraries Section . The section has a strong 
local presence w ith  our 1 30 mem bers m aking up twenty- 

one per cen t of South A ustra lian  A L IA  m em bersh ip . H ig h 
lights of the year w ere  well-supported functions, the Specials 
H ea lth  and Law  Librarians C on fe rence  held in Hobart, and 
contribu tions at a state, national and international level on 
w id e r issues affecting our profession.

The com m ittee devoted considerab le  energy this year to 
com m un icating  w ith  m em bers. In M arch  and again in Sep 
tem ber w e  w rote to members exp lain ing our plans and seek
ing feedback. At times w e  sought input from sub-sections of 
our m em bersh ip  on specific  issues.

O n e  of our ob jectives w as to hold activ ities re levant to 
the w o rk  and interests o f spec ia l lib rarians. W e  held five  
functions:

• a ce leb ration  of In ternational Spec ia l L ib rarians' D ay  on 
1 5 April at the A d e la ide  Zoo . The event was jo in tly  hosted 
w ith  the H ealth  Libraries Section  and ove r thirty librarians 
took the opportunity to meet in a novel setting and to catch 
up w ith  colleagues. This successful even t w as rounded off 
w ith  a tour of the Z o o  Lib rary and, as a gesture of appre 
ciation  to the Z oo  for their interest, the Section  is sponsor
ing a barking ow l for tw e lve  months.

• a tour of three special libraries: the M useum , M inter Ellison 
(a private law  firm) and Santos, took p lace on 3 June. O ve r 
subscription to the event ind icated  support for more func
tions of this type.

• m ore than sixty-five m em bers of the lib rary profession at
tended a half-day sem inar on copyrigh t and the internet 
co-hosted w ith  U C R L S , the H ea lth  Libraries Section  and 
the Australian  Law  Librarians G ro u p  on 7 Ju ly .

• a feedback session in early  Septem ber for those not fortu
nate enough to attend the H obart C onference.

• last but not least the annual general m eeting and cocktail 
party on 1 D ecem ber.

A no th er o f our o b je c tiv es  w as to fa c ilita te  in teraction  
w ith  other sections and specia lised  groups and a num ber of 
our functions w ere  co-hosted. W e  w e re  particu larly  pleased 
to w e lco m e Jan ine Tan, Branch council representative, to our 
Com m ittee meetings. Ph ilip  Keane, K inetica  representative, 
kept us inform ed about K inetica  activities.

This year the com m ittee has been invo lved  in the w id er 
lib rary com m un ity  to a sign ificant extent:

• the Section  lobb ied  the South Australian  B ranch  C ounc il 
about the proposed c losure of the N ational T ech n ica l In 
formation Service  (N T IS). As a result the A L IA  executive d i
rector w rote to the Secretary of C om m erce, Departm ent of 
C om m erce , W ash ing to n  D C  asking that the dec is ion  be 
reconsidered (see p 3 2);

• the Section  fo rw arded  a subm ission to the H ouse of Rep 
resentatives Stand ing  C om m ittee  on Legal and C onstitu 
tional A ffairs In q u iry  into the Copyright Am endm ent 
(Digital Agenda) B ill 1999. The subm ission w as based on 
feedback from mem bers w ork ing  in non-profit and corpo 
rate libraries and expressed concerns about som e propos
als in the B ill;

• a representative group of special lib rarians met w ith  P ro 

fessor Larry A m ey  to discuss the review  of the under-gradu
ate and post-graduate courses in Lib rary and Inform ation 
S c ien ce  offered at the U n ivers ity  of South Australia. A  fo l
low-up letter w as sent to Professor Row an , pro v ice-chan 
ce llo r, U n ive rs ity  of South Austra lia ;

• H ea ther Layton  presented a lectu re to lib rariansh ip  stu
dents at the U n iv e rs ity  o f South A ustra lia , the top ic  of 
w h ich  w as co llec tion  deve lopm en t in special libraries;

• w e  provided  feedback to A L IA  N ational O ffice  on p o licy  
docum ents and other issues;

• a section representative attended each SA  Branch C oun c il 
meeting, and special libraries w ere  prom oted in Interalia ; 
and

• liaison w ith  the Australian Law  Librarians G roup, the A L IA  
H ealth  Libraries Section  and the A L IA  Library T echn ic ians 
Section  con tinued  through representation on the C o m m it
tee.

W e  have m ain ta ined  a c lo se  lia ison w ith  the N a tio n a l 
Sp ec ia l L ib raries Sec tion . M em b ers  met w ith  the nationa l 
president Christine M cC la ren  on several occasions and have 
p rov id ed  input on issues such as the future of the jou rna l 
Australian Special Libraries. The Section  w as represented at 
the N ational Spec ia l Libraries annual general m eeting at the 
8th Asia-Pacific  Specia ls, H ealth  and Law  Librarians C on fe r
en ce  in H obart in August. P re lim inary  plans are in hand for 
the 2003 Conference w h ich  w ill be held in Adelaide. ■
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