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Judi Willmott, secretary, Public Libraries Section (Western Australian Group)

P la n n in g  an d  o rg a n is a t io n  fo r th e  N a 
t io n a l P u b l ic  L ib ra r ie s  c o n fe r e n c e  
(w h ic h  w i l l  be  o v e r  b y  th e  t im e  yo u  

read  th is) has d o m in a te d  o u r  t im e  an d  e n 
e rg y  d u rin g  1999. D o u b tle s s  the first issue o f 
inCite fo r 2 0 0 0  w i l l  in c lu d e  a repo rt o f th e  
c o n fe re n c e 's  su cce ss !

H o w e v e r ,  w e  h a v e  still m a n a g e d  so m e  
o th e r  e v e n ts  in 1 9 9 9 . Mulled wine and 
memories b rought tog ether co lle a g u e s  y o u n g  
and  s lig h tly- le ss-yo u n g  to re fle c t  o n  p u b lic  
l ib ra r ia n s h ip  p ast a n d  p re s e n t in W e s te rn  
A u s tra lia , and  o u r a n n u a l q u iz  n igh t set n e w  
a tte n d a n ce  re co rd s  and  p ro ve d  h a p p ily  p ro f
itab le . B reak fa s t m e e tin g s  w ith  guest sp e ak 
ers fo r A u s tra lia n  L ib ra ry  W e e k ,  and  o u r a n 
n u a l g e n e ra l m e e t in g  w e r e  w e l l  a tte n d e d , 
d esp ite  to rren tia l ra in  th ro u g h o u t the a n n u a l 
g en e ra l m e e tin g  tha t m e a n t the  s c e n ic  r iv e r 
s ide setting  w a s  ra the r lost in the  fog!

A  re v is io n  o f o u r  b ie n n ia l  u n io n  list o f 
p e r io d ic a l title s  h e ld  in W e s te rn  A u s tra lia n

p u b lic  lib ra rie s  is a lm o st c o m p le te , an d  w e  
h a v e  c o n t in u e d  to  p u b lis h  Just keeping in 
touch a n e w s le tte r  fo r A L IA  P u b lic  L ib ra r ie s  
S e c t io n  m e m b ers  in the  W e s t .

W e  h a v e  a ls o  b e e n  a c t i v e ly  in v o lv e d ,  
to g e th e r w ith  the  W e s te rn  A u s tra lia  M u n ic i 
pa l A s s o c ia t io n , in a lo b b y in g  c a m p a ig n  to 
o p p o s e  th e  p assag e  o f  n e w  S ta te  le g is la t io n  
w h ic h  w i l l  re p la ce  th e  c u rre n t Library Board 
Act. T h e  A c t  d e f in e s  th e  re la t io n s h ip  b e 
tw e e n  s ta te  a n d  lo c a l  g o v e rn m e n t  fo r  th e  
p ro v is io n  o f p u b l ic  l ib ra ry  s e rv ic e  in W e s t 
ern  A u s tra l ia , an d  th e  n e w  Culture, Librar
ies and the Arts Bill d o e s  n o t re p re s e n t  a 
go o d  m o d e l fo r the  co - o p e ra tiv e  p a rtn e rsh ip  
w e  n e e d .

S e v e ra l n e w  c o m m itte e  m e m b e rs  h a v e  
vo lu n te e re d  fo r 2 0 0 0 , an d  n e a r ly  a ll th e  e x 
isting  m e m b ers  d e c id e d  tha t w e  a re  h a v in g  
too  m u ch  fun  to le a ve , so it's lo o k in g  g o o d  
for A L IA  P u b lic  L ib ra r ie s  S e c t io n  in W e s te rn  
A u s tra lia . ■

A mix of social and professional events
Pauline Sawyer, president, ALIA Special Libraries Section, Western Australian Group

•  3/12 ALIA Health Librarian's 
(Vic) AGM, Christmas Party and 
Farewell to Enid Meldrum. 6.30pm, 
The Angliss Room, William Angliss 
College, 555 Little Lonsdale St, Mel
bourne. $25.00 for pre-dinner drinks 
and 3-course meal. Guest speaker 
Morag Fraser. RSVP 26/11 to Kerry 
Johannes, ph 03 9684 44403, fx 03 
9682 7353, library@vifp.monash. 
edu.au
•  6/12 Home Library Services 
SIG meeting. Venue: Williamstown 
Library, 104 Ferguson Street, W il
liamstown. Time: 10am. Contact: 
Marie Boyd, ph 03 9932 4171.
•  13/12 Vic Special Libraries 
section committee meeting.
Venue: To be decided. Time: 
5:30pm. Contact: June Hooper, ph 
03 9329 8511, fx 03 9321 1574, 
June.Flooper@heartfoundation.com.au 
6-8 /3 /2000 Australian Society 
of Indexers Back of the Book 
Indexing.Course. ACER Conference 
Room, 19 Prospect Hill Road, Cam
berwell. Cost $300 ($250 for ASI 
members) Contact: Max McMaster, 
ph/fax (03) 9571 6341 email: 
mindexer@interconnect.com.au
10/3/2000 Australian Society of 
Indexers. Abstracting and Indexing 
for Databases / Pictorial Indexing 
Course. ACER Conference Room, 
19 Prospect Hill Road, Camberwell. 
Cost $120 ($100 for ASI members) 
Contact: Max McMaster, ph/fax (03) 
9571 6341 email: mindexer® 
interconnect.com.au

m/A
•  2/12 WA Local Studies sec
tion. Annual General Meeting. John 
Curtin Prime Ministerial Library, Cur
tin Campus, commencing with tour 
of exhibition at 4.30pm. Demonstra
tion of the Virtual Library at 5.00, 
AGM commencing at 5.30pm. Con
tact: Julie Zuvela, ph 08 9386 6230, 
fx 08 9389 8742, jzuveia® 
nedlands.wa.gov.au

N a t i o n a l
•  3 -5 /12  ALIA Information Lit
eracy SIG and University of SA 
Library jo int conference. Con
cept, challenge, conundrum: from li
brary skills to information literacy. 
Keynote speaker: Professor Ken Hay
cock. Uni South Australia, City West 
Campus. For further information 
contact: Irene Doskatsch, ph 08 
8302 4447, fx 08 8302 4754, 
irene.doskatsch@unisa.edu.au Stop 
press: The conference has been ex
tended by half a day.
• 31/1/2000 Nominations close 
for the CYSS Marjorie Cotton 
Award, commemorating an Aus
tralian pioneer in children's librarian- 
ship and recognising an outstanding
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W e s te rn  A u s t r a l 
ian  S p e c ia l  L i 
b ra r ie s  S e c t io n  

h as  h a d  a n  e v e n t fu l  y e a r ,  
a im in g  fo r a m ix tu re  o f  s o 
c ia l  a n d  p ro fe s s io n a l  
e v e n ts .  B re a k fa s t s  h a v e  
b e e n  o rg a n is e d  e v e r y  s e c 
o n d  m o n th ,  s o m e  w i th  
s p e a k e rs  a n d  s o m e  as 
p u re ly  s o c ia l  a n d  n e t w o r k 
ing  o p p o r tu n it ie s .

T h e  y e a r  s ta r te d  o f f  
w ith  a b a n g  w i th  a n  i c e 
b re a k e r  a t th e  C P A  L ib r a r y

c o m b in e d  w ith  a d e m o n 
s tra t io n  o f  P ro q u e s t  D ir e c t .

Jo in t  f u n c t io n s  h a v e  
b e e n  a fe a tu r e  th is  y e a r .  
W e  c o m b in e d  w ith  B ra n c h  
C o u n c i l  in  th e  la u n c h  o f  
A u s t r a l ia n  L ib ra r y  W e e k  at 
th e  C h a m b e r  o f  M in e r a ls  
a n d  E n e rg y  in M a y .  T h is  
w a s  a ls o  th e  la u n c h  o f  
In f o W e s t ,  a d a ta b a s e  o f  
c o n ta c t  d e ta ils  o f  in fo rm a 
t io n  p ro fe s s io n a ls  in W e s t 
e rn  A u s t r a l ia ,  w h ic h  w e  
h o p e  w i l l  b e c o m e  n a t io n a l

n e x t y e a r .  A n o t h e r  jo in t  
fu n c t io n  w a s  h e ld  w i th  
U C R L S  o n  e le c t r o n ic  jo u r 
n a ls . T h is  w a s  so  p o p u la r  
th a t  w e  h a d  a f o l lo w - u p  
se ss io n  fo cu sse d  e s p e c ia l ly  
o n  th e  c o n c e rn s  o f  s p e c ia l  
l ib ra r ia n s .

A s  w e l l  as o rg a n is in g  
e v e n ts ,  th e  c o m m it t e e  h as  
b e e n  in v o lv e d  in n a t io n a l  
a n d  B r a n c h  a c t iv i t ie s ,  e n 
su r in g  th a t S p e c ia ls  h a v e  a 
say  in th e  b ro a d e r  w o rk in g s  
o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n .  a

Cataloguers in Western Australia
Del Shiers, ALIA Cataloguers Section, Western Australia

D urin g  1999 the A L IA  (W e s te rn  A u s tra lia n ) C a ta lo g u e rs  S e c t io n  o rg an ise d  a n u m b e r o f 
even ts . O n e  m a jo r  e v e n t  w a s  an  o v e r v ie w  o f the s e rv ice s  p ro v id e d  by  the  C u r r ic u 
lum  M a te r ia ls  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e  o f  the  E d u ca t io n  D e p a r tm e n t o f W e s te rn  A u s tra lia . 

T h is  in c lu d e d  a d e m o n s tra t io n  o f the  V o y a g e r  system  and  S C IS W e b ,  and  the  C M IS  w e b s ite  
fo llo w e d  b y  an  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r p e o p le  to ta lk  to c a ta lo g u e rs  and  see the  V o y a g e r  system  in 
a c t io n .

In O c to b e r  fo l lo w in g  th e  13th N a t io n a l C a ta lo g u in g  C o n fe re n c e  in B r isb an e , w e  w e re  
fo rtu n ate  e n o u g h  to h a v e  the  c o n fe re n c e  k e y n o te  sp e ake r, T o m  D e ls e y  in W e s te rn  A u s tra lia  
(T o m  is the  d ir e c to r  g e n e ra l o f the  N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f C a n a d a ) sp e a k in g  on  'V ie w in g  the 
in fo rm a tio n  u n iv e rs e  th ro u g h  the A n g lo - A m e ric a n  C a ta lo g u in g  R u le s '.

T h e  g ro u p  w i l l  h o ld  a c o m b in e d  c a ta lo g u in g  c o n fe re n c e  repo rt sess io n , w h e re  the tw o  
W e s te rn  A u s tra l ia n  sp e ak e rs  at the  c o n fe r e n c e  w i l l  re p r ise  th e ir  p ap e rs , w ith  th e  a n n u a l 
gerera l m ee tin g  e a r ly  in D e c e m b e r . ■
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