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T he R u ra l and  Iso la ted  L ib ra rie s  sp ec ia l 
in terest g roup  g rap p led  w ith  the p ro b 
lem s o f d is ta n ce  in 1999 . B e c a u s e  o f 

the s c a tte re d  n a tu re  o f  the  c o m m itte e  —  
w ith  m e m b e rs  in G e ra ld to n , D a rw in , R o x b y  
D o w n s , B a lla ra t ,  M a c k a y ,  an d  A th e r to n  —  
m e e tin g s  h a v e  to  b e  h e ld  b y  te le p h o n e . 
T e lstra  c a l ls  th is a 'C o n fe r lin k '.  It is e x p e n 
sive, and  so m etim es  co n n e c tio n s  are  d ifficu lt 
a c ro ss  su c h  a va s t a re a  a n d  a c ro s s  t im e  
zones . W i t h  a v e ry  lim ite d  b u d g e t the  c o m 
m itte e  h as o n ly  b ee n  a b le  to  a ffo rd  tw o  
h o ur- long  m e e tin g s  th is y ea r. A m o n g  o th e r 
m atters the c o m m itte e  has d iscu ssed  the  o u t
c o m e s  o f o u r  se ss io n  at the  A L IA  b ie n n ia l 
c o n fe re n c e  in A d e la id e  in 1 99 8 , an d  w e  are  
p la n n in g  a p o ss ib le  jo in t  v e n tu re  w ith  a n 
o th e r g ro u p  fo r the  C a n b e rra  c o n fe re n c e  in 
2 0 0 0 . W e  h a v e  a ls o  p ro d u c e d  a s tra teg ic  
p lan .

T o  h e lp  d e fra y  the e x p en se  o f c o m m itte e  
m eetin g s (a p p ro x im a te ly  $ 2 0 0  per m eetin g ), 
the c o m m itte e  is w o rk in g  on  a sp o n so rsh ip  
p la n  to  se e  if w e  c a n  g a in  so m e  fu n d s  to 
ho ld  a se m in a r , o r send  m e m b e rs  to  m a jo r 
n a t io n a l c o n fe re n ce s .

T o  k e e p  m e m b ers  in fo rm e d , tw o  issues 
o f th e  g ro u p 's  n e w s le tte r , Aphelion, h a v e

b een  p ro d u c e d  th is y e a r . R o g e r H a w c ro f t  is 
the  ed ito r, and  he is h o p in g  to h a v e  a n o th e r 
issue re a d y  fo r d is tr ib u t io n  in D e c e m b e r  if 
funds perm it. Aphelion c an  a lso  be fo un d  on 
A L IA n e t  at h ttp ://w w w .a lia .o rg .au/s ig s/rils ig /  
a p h e lio n / . T h a n k s  to  th e  w o rk  o f R o g e r, 
R IL N E T ,  th e  g ro u p s  n e tw o rk , h as b ee n  u p 
g raded  and  is s lo w ly  b e c o m in g  a m e d iu m  for 
c o m m u n ic a t io n  b e tw e e n  o u r  iso la te d  and  
re m o te  m em b ers .

T h a n k s  to the  a ss is ta n c e  o f A la n  B u n d y  
the g ro u p  w a s  ab le  to  m ak e  a response  to the 
N a tio n a l In q u iry  in to  R u ra l an d  R e m o te  Ed u 
ca tio n , em p h as is in g  the  im p o rta n ce  o f lib ra r
ies in th e  life  o f re m o te  c o m m u n it ie s .

W e  h a v e  v is io n s  o f w h a t  c o u ld  be d o n e  
w ith  a d e q u a te  fu n d in g  if w e  w e re  a b le  to get 
to g e th e r  as a w h o le  g ro u p  m o re  o ften  than  
just for o n e  m eetin g  at a n a tio n a l co n fe re n ce . 
T h e re  a re  m atters w h ic h  n ee d  th e  o p p o r tu 
n ity  to m e e t fa ce-to- face  in o n e  p la c e  fo r a 
fe w  ho u rs  o r d ays. W h e n  yo u  h a v e  b een  o p 
e ra t in g  in an  iso la te d  s itu a t io n  fo r a g o o d  
d ea l o f  t im e, it takes a w h i le  to b reak  d o w n  
b a rrie rs  an d  o p en  up  to  o th e r lib ra r ia n s  and  
d is c o v e r  co m m o n  g ro u nd . It is p retty sa lu ta ry  
to  re a lis e  tha t no t e v e n  a ll o u r  c o m m itte e  
m e m b ers  h ave  m et e a c h  o th e r face- to - face!m
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T he tw o  k e y  a c t iv it ie s  
fo r 1 9 9 9  w e re  p u b 
lis h in g  a n e w s le tte r  

and  o rg a n is in g  the  b ie n n ia l 
d is ta n c e  e d u c a t io n  c o n fe r 
e n c e .

T w o  issues o f the  n e w s 
letter h a v e  been  p ro d u ced  to 
d a te . T h e  first in c lu d e d  
A n n a  D a v ie s ' s u m m a ry  o f 
A n n e  L ip o w 's  pre-Online 
and on disc c o n fe r e n c e  
w o rk s h o p  on  'D e v e lo p in g  
p o in t- o f- n e ed  re fe re n c e  
s e rv ic e  to re m o te  users ' and  
D e b b ie  O r r 's  a r t ic le  on  
'G lo b a l is a t io n  an d  d e l iv e r y  
o f l ib ra ry  s e rv ic e s '.  T h e  s e c 
o n d  issue in c lu d e d  a p ro file  
o f  D e a k in  U n iv e r s it y  L i 
b ra ry 's  o ff- ca m p u s  s e rv ic e s  
and  a p ro f ile  o f B r is b a n e  In 
s t itu te  o f  T A F E 's  F le x ib le  
L e a rn in g  N e tw o rk .

M o n a s h  U n iv e r s it y  w i l l  
host th e  'F le x ib le  L e a rn in g  
—  th e  n e w  p a ra d ig m ' c o n 
fe re n c e  at th e  G ip p s la n d  
C a m p u s  on  1 3 -1 4  F e b ru a ry  
2 0 0 0 . K e y n o te  sp eake rs  are  
P ro fe sso r  E d w a rd  L im , u n i
v e rs ity  l ib ra r ia n , M o n a s h  
U n iv e r s it y ;  D r  A la n  B u n d y , 
u n iv e rs ity  lib ra r ia n , U n iv e r 
s ity  o f  So u th  A u s tra l ia ;  and  
P ro fesso r Jo h n  H a rr is  w h o s e  
p o r tfo lio  in c lu d e s  M o n a s h  
U n iv e rs ity 's  D is ta n c e  E d u c a 
t io n  C e n tre .  B o th  th e  U n i 
v e rs ity  o f S o u th  A u s tra l ia  
and  M o n a s h  U n iv e r s it y  a re  
key p la y e rs  in d is ta n c e  and  
f le x ib le  le a rn in g .

M s  Sa ra  W a r d  is o u r  in 
te rn a tio n a l k e yn o te  speaker. 
Sh e  is b ased  at the Sh e ff ie ld  
H a l la m  U n iv e r s it y  in the 
U n ite d  K in g d o m . T h e  p ro 

g ram  in c lu d e s  a c o m b in a 
t io n  o f  p a p e rs , d e m o n s t ra 
t io n s  a n d  fo ru m s  fo r off- 
c a m p u s  studen ts . A  n u m b e r 
fo cu s  o n  p ra c t ic a l  issues, 
o th e rs  c o n c e n tra te  on  e le c 
t ro n ic  s e rv ic e s , jo in t  p ro 
g ram s  d e v e lo p e d  b y  a c a 
d e m ic s , a n d  lib ra r ia n s  o r 
n e tw o rk s  b e tw e e n  d iffe re n t 
o rg a n isa tio n s .

C o n fe re n c e  in fo rm a tio n , 
p ro g ra m s  a n d  re g is tra t io n  
fo rm s c a n  b e  o b ta in e d  from  
D o l ly  B is h o p , p h o n e  
03 5 1 2 2  631 7, o r e-m a il 
D o l ly .  B i s h o p ®  lib . m o n a s h . 
e d u .au . C o n fe re n c e  in fo rm a 
tio n  is a ls o  on  A L IA n e t  
[ h t t p : / / w w w .a l i a . o r g . a u ] . 
T h is  c o n fe r e n c e  p re c e d e s  
the V A L A  c o n fe re n c e  w h ic h  
w i l l  be  h e ld  in M e lb o u r n e  
on  1 6-1 8 F eb ru a ry . is
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contribution to Children's and youth 
library services. For information con
tact Susan Campbell, Burwood 
Drummoyne Public Library, 4 Mar- 
maduke Street, Burwood 2134. ph 
02 9911 9999 fx 02 9744 5104
•  31/1/2000 Nominations close 
for the CYSS Bess Thomas 
Award, commemorating an Aus
tralian pioneer in Children's librar- 
ianship. A grant of $250 towards a 
project initiating or supplementing 
public library services for young peo
ple. For information contact Susan 
Campbell, Burwood Drummoyne 
Public Library, 4 Marmaduke Street, 
Burwood 2134. ph 02 9911 9999 fx 
02 9744 5104
3-7 /7 /2000 21st Conference of 
the International Association of 
Technological University Librar
ies. Virtual Libraries: Virtual Com
munities, hosted by QUT Library, 
Brisbane, Australia. Well known 
overseas/local speakers. Contact: 
Barb Ewers b.ewers@qut.edu.au 
For regularly updated information 
see: http://wwwlib.qut.httpedu.au/ 
IATUL
15-18/10/2000 LIANZA Confer
ence for 2000. Christchurch Con
vention Centre. Conference conven
or: Gail Pattie, deputy university li
brarian, Uni of Canterbury, Private 
Bag 4800, Christchurch New Zea
land, ph +64 3 364 2055, fx + 64 3 
364 2007, g.pattie@libr.canterbury.
ac.nz
« 24-26/10/2000 ALIA2000, 6th 
ALIA Biennial Conference. Capi
talising on knowledge: the informa
tion profession in the twenty-first 
century. National Convention Cen
tre, Canberra. Conference organiser 
Conference Solutions, Brigitte Gunn, 
ph +61 2 6285 3000, f x +61 2 285 
3001, alia2000.conference@alia. 
org.au, http://www.aiia.org.au/con- 
ferences/alia2000/

A ll in c ite  Events are limited to  40 
words maximum and must include: 
date, name of Division, title o f event, 
theme and key speaker (if relevant), 
venue, time, costs, and a contact 
name with phone and fax numbers. 
A LIA  d iv is io n s  should mail, e-mail 
or fax details of forthcoming events 
to  the address shown below, or use 
our w ebsite electronic form  on 
ALIAnet.

N on-A LIA  en tries : Send (at a cost o f 
$40 for 40 words) w ith your complete 
billing details to in c ite  Events, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston, ACT 
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, or e-mail 
e ve n ts @ alia .o rg .a u . An invoice will 
be sent to  the address indicated with  
your entry. For a small additional 
cost, your event may be listed on our 
website. Call for details.

• bullets indicate activities 
organised by ALIA Divisions
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