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T h e k e y  e d u c a t io n a l,  e c o n o m ic  
an d  d e m o c ra t ic  re q u ire m e n t for 
A u s tra lia  in th e  tw en ty- firs t c e n ­

tu ry  is an  in fo rm a tio n  lite ra te  p o p u la ­
t io n . A s  a n e w  g ro u p , the  In fo rm a tio n  
L it e r a c y  S p e c ia l  In te re s t G ro u p  
( IN F O L IT )  is the fo cu s  for lib ra rian s  and  
l ib ra ry  t e c h n ic ia n s  to  m a k e  th e ir  s p e ­
c ia l c o n t r ib u t io n  to  n a t io n a l in fo rm a ­
t io n  l ite ra c y  a d v o c a c y .

D u r in g  199 9 , a w e b s ite  ( in c lu d in g  
an  e le c t ro n ic  n e w s le tte r ) an d  an  e-list 
h a v e  b e e n  e s ta b lis h e d  as th e  m a in  
c o m m u n ic a t io n  c h a n n e ls  fo r m e m b e rs  
o f the  g ro u p .

L o b b y in g  a c t iv it ie s  h a v e  in c lu d e d  
c o r re s p o n d e n c e  to  a range  o f in d iv id u ­
a ls and  o rg an isa tio n s  in c lu d in g  the H u ­
m a n  R ig h ts  a n d  E q u a l O p p o r tu n it y  
C o m m is s io n 's  in q u ir ie s  in to  a c c e s s  to

the  in fo rm atio n  h ig h w a y  an d  in to  rural 
an d  re m o te  e d u c a t io n .  D is c u s s io n s  
h ave  been  held  w ith  the C en tre  for L ife ­
lo n g  L e a rn in g  a n d  D e v e lo p m e n t  (a 
So u th  A u s tra lian  g o ve rn m e n t in it ia t iv e ) 
an d  the  c o n v e n e r  o f the  g ro u p  p a r t ic i ­
pa ted  in a se m in a r on  life lo n g  le a rn in g  
o rg an ise d  b y  the C e n tre  in Se p te m b e r.

T h e  c o m m itte e  has b ee n  in v o lv e d  
in th e  p ro g ram  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  the  
Fo u rth  N a t io n a l In fo rm a t io n  L it e r a c y  
co n fe re n ce  Concept, challenge, conun­
drum: from library skills to information 
literacy (a jo in t in it ia t iv e  w ith  the  U n i ­
v e rs ity  o f So u th  A u s tra lia  L ib ra ry ) to  be 
h e ld  fro m  3 to 5 D e c e m b e r  in A d ­
e la id e . K e y n o te  sp e ak e r at the c o n fe r ­
e n c e  w i l l  be P ro fe sso r K en  Ja u c o c k .  
C o n fe re n c e  p ro ce e d in g s  w i l l  be  a v a i l ­
a b le  from  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  So u th  A u s ­
tra lia  L ib ra ry  e a r ly  in 2 0 0 0 . ■

Strategic review in 1999
Elizabeth Swan, information Science Section (National)

1  9 9 9  has b een  a su cce ss fu l y e a r  fo r 
th e  In fo rm a t io n  S c ie n c e  S e c t io n  
(ISS ). In Ja n u a ry  w e  h e ld  the 9th In­

formation online and on disc c o n fe r ­
e n c e  a t D a r l in g  F la rb o u r  in S y d n e y .  
Th is is n o w  the p rem ie r c o n fe re n ce  and  
e x h ib it io n  in the  in fo rm a tio n  in d u s try  
in A u s tra lia , a ttra c tin g  m o re  than  1 2 0 0  
re g is tra t io n s  in c lu d in g  d e le g a te s  fro m  
a ll s ta tes  o f  A u s tra l ia ,  C a n a d a ,  N e w  
Z e a la n d ,  S in g a p o re , S o u th  A fr ic a ,  Sri 
L a n k a , th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m , a n d  the  
U n ite d  States .

In a d d it io n  to  a sp e c ta c u la r  e x h ib i ­
t io n  w ith  s ix ty- five  ex h ib its , in 1 99 9  a 
'W e b  s h o w c a s e ' w a s  in tro d u c e d , an d  
o f  c o u rs e  the  in te rn e t  lo u n g e  w h e re  
'c e le b r it y  su rfe rs ' w e re  on  h an d  to  a d ­
v ise , w a s  ag a in  v e ry  p o p u la r . A s a re ­
su lt o f th is  v e ry  su cce ss fu l a c t iv ity , the  
In fo rm a t io n  S c ie n c e  S e c t io n  is fo r the 
n in th  t im e  d e l iv e r in g  to A L IA  a h a n d ­
so m e  p ro fit.

P la n n in g  for Online and on disc fo r 
2001 has b egun  and  the v a r io u s  o rg a n ­
is in g  c o m m itte e s  fo rm e d . It is v e r y  
p leas in g  to report that in ad d it io n  to the 
e x p e r ie n c e d  IS S  m e m b e rs , w e  n o w  
h a v e  a n u m b e r  o f  y o u n g e r  m e m b e rs  
c o m in g  o n  to o u r  o rg a n is in g  c o m m it ­

tees thus en su rin g  that these  su cce ssfu l 
c o n fe re n ce s  w i ll  c o n t in u e  to be h e ld  in 
the  fu tu re  fo r the b e n e f it  o f  o u r m e m ­
bers an d  a ll in fo rm a tio n  p ro fe ss io n a ls  
in A u s tra lia  in terested  in e le c t ro n ic  in ­
fo rm a tio n  d e liv e ry .

D u r in g  the y e a r  the  se ctio n  a lso  e s ­
tab lish e d  a w e b  p re s e n ce  on  A L IA n e t .  
T h is  is b e in g  used  to  d e l iv e r  in fo rm a ­
tion ab ou t o n g o in g  a c tiv it ie s , in c lu d in g  
the  stra teg ic  r e v ie w  o f th e  sectio n  in it i ­
a ted  in 1999. W e  h a v e  re ce n t ly  d is tr ib ­
u ted  q u e s t io n n a ire s  to  o u r  m e m b e rs  
seek in g  fee d b ack  from  th em  so that w e  
can  co n t in u e  to d e liv e r  the support and  
s e rv ice s  o u r m e m b ers  req u ire .

W e  a lso  in it ia te d  a n e w  se r ie s  o f  
m eetings in 1999 —  Behind the scenes. 
T h e  first w a s  h e ld  on  a f r ig h tfu lly  w e t  
e v e n in g  at G E A C  w h e n  o n ly  a h an d fu l 
w e re  p re p a re d  to  b ra v e  the w e a th e r .  
T h e  se co n d  Behind the scenes m e e tin g  
w a s  at P a r liam e n t H o u se  S y d n e y  w h e re  
K a te  C u rr  g a ve  an  e x c e lle n t  p re s e n ta ­
t io n  on  the P a r lia m e n ta ry  L ib ra ry 's  in ­
tra n e t. T h is  m e e t in g  w a s  c o m p le te ly  
b o o k e d  o u t and  th o se  a tte n d in g  c o n ­
firm ed  h o w  useful this session w as . F u r ­
the r m eetin g s o f th is  k ind  a re  p la n n e d  
for 2 0 0 0 . a

S p ecia l ra te s  
fo r  ALIA 

m e m b e rs
Madison's Central City Hotel, 

Elizabeth Bay in Sydney is 
offering an extra-special rate 

for members of the 
Association staying in Sydney.

The special rate of $85 per 
room per night is valid until 

31 March 2000[exduding the 
period 22 December 1999 to 

10 January 2000]
This opportunity to utilise the 
Madison's Central City Hotel at 
this superb rate is available to 
all Association members and 
any of your non-association 
friends travelling with you.

When making a reservation or 
an enquiry, call MadisOn'S 

[freecall] on
1800 060 118 and ask for the 

'Association special rate'.

F o r in d e x in g  c o m m u n ity  
s e r v ic e s  a n d  r e s o u rc e s

Is a v a ila b le  in ...
Hard copy or 
floppy disc:
$ 3 0  includes postage and handling

Hard copy and floppy disk: 
$ 5 0  includes postage and handling

Queries and orders to
Community Information Victoria Inc
1/181 King Street,
Melbourne, Victoria, 3000
PH  61 3 9670 1233 
FAX 61 3 9670 1997 
EMAIL civic@civ.org.au
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