
IFLA appoints 
skilled negotiator
New secretary general announced

The IF LA  ex e cu tive  recen tly  an 
noun ced  the appo in tm en t of 
Ross Sh im m on  to the position of 

secretary general of IFLA , com m encing  
in A pril 1999.

Ross w ill leave the position of ch ief 
ex ecu tive  of The L ib rary  A ssoc ia tion  
(U n ite d  K ingdom ), a position  he has 
held s in ce  1992. Am ong  his a ch ie v e 
ments w h ile  ch ie f execu tive  of the Li
brary Assoc ia tion  w e re  a stream lin ing 
of the com m ittee process, the rev ita li
sation of incom e-generating activities, 
and greater em phasis on p u b lic  re la 
tions and lobbying  activ ities, resulting 
in a m uch  h igher profile for the Asso
c iation  and the profession.

O n  his appointm ent, M r Sh im m on 
said: 'I am  exc ited  at the prospect of 
w ork ing  w ith  IFLA  at a tim e w hen  the 
profession has a stunning opportun ity. 
O u r tim e has com e. W e  must take ad 
van tage  of the g row ing  recogn ition  
w o r ld w id e  of the im portance of infor
m ation  and kn o w led g e  and the skills 
necessary  for the ir c rea t ive  ex p lo ita 
tion .'

Th roughou t his ca ree r Ross has 
w orked  at a varie ty  of leve ls in profes
siona l assoc ia tions. A fter a ca ree r of 
several years in the U n ited  Kingdom  in 
p u b lic  and a ca d e m ic  lib raries  and in 
lib rary education , he w as em p loyed  in 
Papu a  N e w  G u in e a  from  1979 until 
1983 at the A dm in istra tive  C o lleg e  of 
Papua N e w  G u in ea , w h ere  he w as re
sp ons ib le  for the d eve lo p m en t and 
m anagem ent of tra in ing courses for li
brarians. W h ile  in Papua N e w  G u in ea  
he w as founder m em ber o f the Book  
D eve lopm ent C ouncil of P N G , founder 
m em ber of the C o lleg e  M anag em en t 
Team , and chair of the N ational Library 
C o u n c il of P N G . Fie re ce ived  a Life 
M em b ersh ip  from  the Pap u a  N e w  
G u in e a  L ib ra ry  A sso c ia tio n  in 1983, 
just before return ing to the U n ited  
K ingdom  and jo in ing  the staff of the Li
brary Association .

H is posts inc luded  d irecto r of pro
fessional p ractice (1988-1992) and d i
v is io n a l secre tary  for m a n p o w e r and 
ed u ca tion  (1984-1988 ) for w h ic h  he 
w as responsib le to the C h ie f Executive 
for salaries and conditions of service for 
LIS staff; funding of library and informa-
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tion services; inform ation techno logy ; 
legislation affecting libraries; guidelines 
on best practice; research and d eve lop 
ment; accreditation  of programs at un i
versities; and the continu ing  education  
program.

H is other professional activ ities in
c lu d e : m em ber, British  L ib ra ry  A d v i
sory C oun c il (1993 to date); m em ber, 
N a tio n a l Bo ok  C om m ittee  (1992 to 
date); founder/president, European Bu 
reau of Library, Inform ation and D o cu 
m entation  A ssoc ia tions (E B L ID A ) 
(1991-1995); and facilitator, Constitu 
ent C onference, Pretoria, South A frica 
(1997). S in ce  1996 M r Sh im m o n  has 
taken a leading role in the negotiations 
w ith  the Institute of Inform ation S c ie n 
tists (IIS ) w ith  a v ie w  to un ifica tion  of 
the LA  and IIS  to form a n ew  pro fes
sional body.

M r Shim m on is a lready well-know n 
to IFLA , hav ing  attended most IFLA  
C onferences since 1987; as a m em ber 
of the IFLA  C opyrigh t C om m ittee  
(1991-1 993); as a m em ber of the IFLA  
FA IFE  Com m ittee (1997 to date); and as 
a m em ber of the IFLA  Round Tab le  on 
the M anag em en t of L ib ra ry  A sso c ia 
tions (1988 to date).

Christine Descham ps, president of 
IF LA , com m enting  on M r Sh im m o n 's  
appointm ent said: 'I am confident that 
as IFLA  enters the new  m illenn ium , the 
q u a lif ica tio n s  possessed by Ross 
Sh im m on are exactly  those needed by 
the Federation : skilled negotiator and 
m anager; resourcefulness; com m itm ent 
to high professional standards; broad 
experience in a m em bersh ip  o rgan isa
tion; and ab ility  to w ork in the interna
tional environm ent'. ■
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