
Your v o ice

K e e p in g  u p -to -d a te  
o n  la b o u r  r e la t io n s
I w o u ld  lik e  to say  h o w  m u ch  I h a v e  
e n jo y e d  re ad in g  P h il T e e c e 's  c o lu m n  
o v e r  the  last fe w  yea rs . I h a v e  a p e r 
so n a l in te rest in la b o u r  re la t io n s  and  
h a v e  fo u n d  h is c o lu m n  an in fo rm a t iv e  
and  e a sy  to read  u p d a te  on  c u rre n t  
issues.

A n d re a  R a nkin , G range, SA

T h e im a g e  
o f  th e  p r o fe s s io n
As a re ce n tly  retu rned  m em b er to A L IA , I 
read w ith  interest the latest D e ce m b e r 
and  Ja n u a ry  issues o f inCite, and  noted 
that the A sso c ia t io n  is still d ea lin g  w ith  
the vexed  q uestion  o f p ro fess iona l im age.

From  a q u ic k  g la n c e  at the  list o f n e w  
m em b ers  p u b lis h e d  in these  tw o  issues,

it c an  be c le a r ly  seen  tha t l ib ra r ia n s h ip  
is still a p re d o m in a te ly  fe m a le  c a re e r . 
W h i l e  not w a n t in g  to d e lv e  in to  g en d e r  
sp e c if ic s , I fee l that w e , as an A s s o c ia 
t io n , m ust c o n t in u e  to a d o p t gender-  
n eu tra l m a rk e tin g  stra teg ies  if w e  a re  to 
c o n v in c e  o u r  c lie n ts  tha t w e  are  at the  
fo re fro n t o f in fo rm a tio n  m a n a g e m e n t 
and  te c h n o lo g y .

From  m y e x p e r ie n c e , m a n y  m a les  
w o u ld  ra the r c h o o s e  a c a re e r  in c o m 
p u ting , s im p ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  p e rc e iv e  
that l ib ra r ia n s h ip  is, as is t y p ic a l ly  
s te reo typ e d , fru m p y  fe m a le s  w ith  
g lasses w h o  h id e  b e h in d  th e ir  b ooks. 
W e  m ust m o v e  a w a y  from  the  t r a d i
t io n a l ' l ib r a r y ' im ag e  to o n e  m o re  ak in  
to an  in fo rm a tio n  ce n tre , w h e re  in fo r 
m a tio n  c an  be m a n a g ed  and  d is s e m i
n ated  from  c o rp o ra te  d a tab ases , the  
in te rn e t and/o r in tran e t, re co rd s , a r 
c h iv e s  and  the  lib ra ry .

Pe te r T ille y , N e w  Tow n, Tas

Your voice
Y o u r le tte rs  on  a n y  issu e  o f  
re le v a n ce  to the lib ra ry  a n d  
in fo rm a tio n  se c to r are  
w e lco m e d  a n d  en co u ra g e d .

A ll letters should be addressed to the 
inCite editor and may be e-mailed to 
in c ite@ alia .o rg .au , o r faxed to  
02 6282 2249, or posted to: Your voice, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston ACT 2604. 
Please include your name and postal 
address w ith your letter or e-mail. 
Letters w ill be accepted until the 18th o f 
the month for publication in the following 
month's issue.
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