
Copyright update

Addressing the big issues
The Australian Libraries Copyright Committee meeting, 29 January 1999

The Lib raries C opyrigh t C o m m it­
tee w as established in 1993 and 
is the m ain  con su lta tive  b ody  

and p o licy  forum  for the d iscussion of 
copyrigh t issues affecting Australian  li­
braries. The com m ittee  is m ade up of 
representatives from A L IA , the Austra l­
ian C oun c il of A rch ives , the C ouncil of 
Austra lian  State Libraries, the C o un c il 
o f Austra lian  U n ivers ity  Librarians, the 
Federal Libraries Inform ation N etw ork  
and the N ational L ib rary of Australia .

The com m ittee met in Canberra on 
29 January  to d iscuss the future co-or­
d ination  and p lann ing  for copyright in 
the lib rary and inform ation sector.

C h a ir  of the com m ittee , Tom  
C ochrane, has announced  a num ber of 
recom m endations from the meeting:

* that the com m ittee  be renam ed the 
Austra lian  Libraries C opyrigh t C o m ­
m ittee (A LC C );

• that the m em bersh ip  rem ain as it is, 
but the com m ittee  w ill have  the 
p o w er to co-opt other mem bers as it 
sees fit;

• that the chairperson of the C om m it­
tee need not be a representative o f 
the sectors inc luded  on the C o m m it­
tee, and w ill be appointed  for a pe­
riod of tw o  years;

• that the AL.CC 's prim ary role w ill in ­
c lu d e  ad vocacy , lobbying, preparing 
subm issions to governm ent, ed u ca ­
tion on copyrigh t issues, and estab­
lish ing ap prop ria te  nationa l and 
in ternational links in the copyrigh t 
arena;

• that, in partnersh ip  w ith  the A LC C , 
A L IA  w ill take o ve r the inform ation 
se rv ice  p rev io u s ly  p rovided  by the 
A C L IS  copyrigh t o fficer; and

• that the A L C C  w ill act as a steering 
com m ittee to the copyrigh t (law  and 
p o licy ) advisor.

The com m ittee agreed to re-appoint 
Tom  C o ch ran e  for a further tw o  years 
as the ch a ir  of the com m ittee  and to 
retain the services of Annabelle  F-Jerd as 
the copyright (law  and p o licy ) advisor. 
T h e  N ationa l L ib rary  o f A ustra lia  w ill 
act as the host institution for A nnabelle . 
A nn ab e lle  is also the copyright advisor 
to the A ustra lian  D ig ita l A ll ia n ce  
(A D A ).

The cost of supporting the com m it­
tee and m aintain ing the copyright port­
fo lio  (in c lud ing  the cost o f em p loy ing  
the copyright advisor) w ill be supported 
from  fin an c ia l con tribu tions from  the 
sectors represented on the com m ittee . 
Final details of financial support w ill be 
determ ined  after the release of a busi­
ness plan.

The copyrigh t advisor's  role in the 
A D A  w ill be supported from the fin an ­
c ia l con tribu tions of the m em bers of 
the A D A . Th is w ill  rem ain  separate 
from  the A LC C .

Revised  terms of re ference for the 
A L C C  are being considered  by the 
com m ittee. The final terms of reference 
w ill be posted on ALIA net.

Craig  Grim ison, chair,
A L IA  Copyright Com m ittee

Copyright law reform activity
• C o p y r ig h t  A m e n d m e n t  D ig i t a l  A g e n d a  B i l l to be released as an ex­

posure draft in the coming weeks.

• Part Two of the CLRC's Simplification Report: S im p l i f ic a t io n  o f  
c o p y r ig h t  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  a n d  r ig h ts  has been approved by the At­
torney-General and released on 12 February.

• The Australian Digital Alliance was launched on 26 February 1999.
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There are funds available to ALIA members 

wishing to undertake a study project. Study 

Grants are offered to provide an opportunity for 

librarians or library technicians to undertake 

projects that they would otherwise be unable to 

do because of the time and costs involved. 

Study Grants are open to practising librarian or 

library technician members who have been 

personal members for at least two years and 

have a minimum of three years experience.

The number of awards in any year will depend 

upon the funds available and the estimated 

costs of proposals received.

Nomination forms are available 
from ALIA National Office 

I PO Box E441. Kingston ACT 2604  
ph 02 6285 1877, fax 02 6282 2249  

e-mail awards@alia.org.au 
URL http://www.alia.org.au/ 

awards.html

Applications close 
1 September 1999
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