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Copyright update

A national 'R ound tab le  on statu
tory deposit in the digital e n v i
ronm ent: cu ltu ra l p o lic y  and 

copyrigh t' w as held in Perth in D ecem 
ber 1998. At the round tab le , it w as 
agreed that:

• e le c tro n ic  m ateria l (both ana logue  
and  d ig ita l) is a s ign ifican t part of 
A ustra lia 's  heritage, and the conser
vation  of and access to such material 
needs to be considered as a national 
priority;

• legal deposit is one m echan ism  as
sisting long-term access to this m ate
rial;

• the sign ificance of this issue should 
be d raw n to the attention of govern 
ment, in the first instance through the 
Cu ltu ral M in isters C o u n c il; and

• appropriate strategic and co llab o ra 
tive responses should be initiated.

Partic ipants agreed to establish the 
N e w  Technolog ies W o rk in g  Party. The 
w o rk ing  party consists o f representa 
tives from the D epartm ent o f C o m m u 
n ications, Inform ation T echno logy  and 
the Arts; the Australian Publishers Asso
c ia t io n ; the N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  of A u s 
tra lia ; the N ational Film  and Sound A r
ch ive ; the State L ib rary o f V ic to ria ; the 
Austra lian  V ice-C han ce llo rs ' C o m m it
tee, and the Australian In teractive M u l
tim ed ia  Industry A ssoc ia tion . The first 
task of the w ork ing  party w ill be to d e 
ve lop  a paper that ou tlines strategic re
sponses to the cha llenges o f statutory 
deposit and the assoc ia ted  aspects of 
long-term access to cu ltura l heritage in 
d ig ital formats. D erek  W h ite h e a d , 
d ep u ty  state lib rarian  at the State L i
brary of V icto ria , w ill draft the first ve r
sion of the paper. The final paper w ill 
be presented to the Stand ing  C o m m it
tee of the Cultural M inisters C oun c il, u

Recent hearings
A number of hearings affecting the uni
versity library sector have been con
ducted recently in the Australian 
Copyright Tribunal. They have includ
ed hearings between the AVCC (Aus
tralian Vice-Chancellors' Committee) 
and Screenrights (the Collecting Socie
ty representing audiovisual copying) 
and the AVCC and CAL (the Collecting 
Society representing print copying).

Justice Burchett who presided over 
both hearings has released her judge
ments, a summary of which is available 
on the AVCC website.

Of particular interest to the library 
sector is the lack of a decision regard
ing the issue of digital copying. The 
judge declined to make a judgement on 
this issue, claiming that there is insuf
ficient evidence to be able to make an 
informed decision about the cost of re
muneration to the relevant collecting 
society. This has again delayed the abil
ity of university libraries to move ahead 
on initiatives like 'electronic reserve 
collections'. The issue is to be further 
discussed at the next Board meeting of 
the AVCC and the AVCC's Standing 
Committee on Information Policy.
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O f  I n f o r m a t i o n

“The Q Series is truly visionary. We have 
easy, user-friendly access to our collection 
in ways we never had before. ”

Linda Yoder, Library Director 
Nappanee Public Library

More than ever before, librarians need technology 
partners like EOS International. EOS understands and 
shares their vision to make libraries the information hub 
for their users. That’s why we created the Q Series - a 
powerful library management system and a one-stop 
gateway to the world of information.

Q Series Offers:
• Links to Internet Resources
• Advanced Searching Capabilities
• Open, Standards-Based Design
• Scalable, Client/Server Architecture
• Multimedia Capabilities
• GUI (Graphical User Interface)
• Support for Libraries of all sizes

EOS International can change your library 
with the Q Series -  the intelligent system 

for your world of information.

Electronic Online Systems (EOS) International
www.eosintl.com.au • marketing@eosintl.com.au • 1800 025 012

■hm
N om inated  
for the 1998 
C om puterw orld  
Sm ithsonian  
A w ard

Whatever you're looking for

today
• Subscription free access to major commercial 

databases

• Document Delivery and InterLibrary Loan services

• Resource guides

• An Industry Forum

and tomorrow
• Documents delivered to your personal Web space

• International standards compliant, fully distributed 
InterLibrary Loan & document tracking, billing and 
delivery

• Cooperation with Kinetica

With the hejp you need
• Comprehensive support delivered by dedicated 

fellow professionals

• Contextual System help
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Visit our site, send us email or call toll free

website: http://www.ilanet.net.au email: ilanet@ilanet.net.au 
toli free: 1800 801 659 Sydney: (02) 9273 1424
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