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Infobroker
Infobroker is a list hosted by the Business 

Research and Information Service, Q u eens­
land at the State L ib ra ry  o f Q u een s lan d , 

and is m anaged by Ju lie  Sibthorpe. The list is 
open to brokers of all types, corporate librar­
ians, independent inform ation professionals 
and consultants as w e ll as interested peop le 
from the o n line  industry. In form ation about 
the list, together w ith  instructions on how  to 
subscribe  is at h ttp ://w w w .slq .q ld .gov.au/ 
mai 11 ist/m I infobr.htm .

Web Indexing — honourable mention
I m entioned in m y last co lum n that I w o u ld  
be rev iew ing  som e of the good entries in the 
Australian So c ie ty  o f Indexers W e b  Indexing 
com petition . This m onth's feature is the Aus­
tra lian  Institute o f A lp in e  Stud ies at http:// 
w w w .env ironm en t.gov .au/env ironm en t/bg/ 
alpine/. I like it because it tells you c le a r ly  
w hat it is, it looks good, it is w e ll organised 
and it has D u b lin  C o re  m etadata. It has also 
w o n  quite a few  aw ards.

Netscape FAQ
The peop le  at N etscap e  have d eve lop ed  a 
pretty good product, but it seems that they 
are no better than the industry average w hen  
it com es to docum entation . H o w  m any times 
have you looked in va in  for an exp lanation  
of a feature (or a bug) in their o n line  H e lp  
fac ility? W e ll ,  you  can  try another source of 
assistance at http ://www.ufaq.org. This is the 
'U no ffic ia l Netscape F A Q ' and is the w ork  of 
a co lle c tio n  of vo lun tee rs  w h o  have  c o l­
lected  freq u en tly  asked questions from 
N etscape-orien ted  new sgroups, it a lso  has 
links to a co lle c t io n  of o ther FA Q s  w h ich  
might provide the answers to your questions.

MARC Y2K compliance
The question  has been asked if the M A R C  
form at com p lies w ith  Y2 K  requirem ents. LC 
m a in ta in s that the record  form at itself is 
co m p lian t, as the date  fie lds in it have  no 
c h a n ce  of co n flic t  w ith  ea rlie r dates. O f  
course, this does not rem ove the necessity 
for libraries to ch eck  their systems to m ake 
sure that all program s using the M A R C  for­
mat w ill not cause problem s. D etails of the 
LC  exp lanation  are at h ttp ://lcw eb.loc.gov/ 
m arc/yr2000.htm l, and http://lcweb.loc.gov/ 
m arc/lccn.htm l details their interim  and pro­
posed changes to the LC  Contro l Num ber.

M ean w h ile  O C L C 's  statement of the Y2K 
p rob lem  is at h ttp ://w w w .oclc .o rg/oclc/  
m enu/y2k.htm .

English as she is spoke
The alt.usage.eng lish  new sgroup  is the set­
ting for in term inab le  d iscussions on various 
aspects o f our p rem ie r language (even  if 
m any of the contributors are from the U SA ). 
The F A Q  that has been p roduced  from the 
new sgroup is a go ldm ine of triv ia  relating to 
usage, punctuation, w ord  and phrase origins,

w o rd  puzzles, and h ardy  perenn ia ls  like 
'D o es the next m illenn ium  begin in 2000 or 
2001 ?' (H in t: does it rea lly  matter?) See the
F A Q  at http://www.faqs.org/faqs/alt-usage- 
english-faq/.

New books on web publishing
In m y cease less quest to learn m ore about 
creating  good W e b  pages, I recently  found 
'P h ilip  and A lex 's  gu ide to w eb  publish ing ' 
at h ttp ://photo.net/w tr/thebook/index.htm l. 
The author describes it as 'a catalogue of the 
m istakes that I've  m ade w h ile  bu ild ing  near 
100 w ebsites over five  years '. I p articu larly  
recom m end  C h ap te r 5 'Learn  to program  
H T M L  in 21 m inu tes '. H e  w rites  w ith  h u ­
m our and c la rity  and has some really  good 
stories to tell.

A no th er book that I recom m end  is 
Raggett on H TM L 4 by D ave  Raggett and a 
few  others. A  re v iew  is at http://www.exam- 
ta .ac.uk/htm l4398.h tm .

Web-based exhibitions
For a great exam ple of how  to do an ex h ib i­
tion on the w eb , ch e ck  out the V irtual M u ­
seum  of Arts El Pa is in U ru g u ay  at http:// 
w w w .d ia r io e lp a is .co m /m u va 2 / . It has the 
look and feel of D o u g las  A d am s' Starship 
Titanic (w ithout the bots w ith  attitude) and 
guides you effortlessly through the galleries, 
w ith  the ab ility  to zoom  in and out to exam ­
ine the w orks a long the w ay . It also has b i­
og raph ies and  b ib lio g rap h ie s  for the 
ind ividua l artists.

New conservation e~list
C oncirc  is an Australian e-mail group formed 
to p rom ote the d iscussion  of p reservation , 
conservation , c ircu la tio n , access to c o lle c ­
tions in libraries, museums, art galleries, gov­
ernm ent departm ents and sm all co llec tions 
everyw here . The e-list is managed by G illian  
H arrison  from  the Q U T  L ib ra ry  and is 
unm oderated . To subscribe, send a message 
to m a ilse rv@ q u t.ed u .au  w ith  s u b s c r i b e  
c o n c ir c  e x i t  in the body of the message.

Treasures of the BL
I am consc ious that w h en  reporting on d ig ­
ital lib rary in itiatives, it is the U n ited  States 
that gets all the kudos. W e l l  fo lks, that is 
w h ere  most o f the action  is. So I am pleased 
to note that the British L ib rary has put some 
of its D igital Treasures on line . To see them, 
go to http://www.bi.uk/ and then select D ig ­
ital L ib rary/Treasu res. W e ll  done, the Poms.

Open Source software
You  m ay not be sure w h a t it m eans, but 
'yo u 're  soaking in it'. O p en  Source software, 
such as the Linux opera ting  system , the 
A p ach e  W e b  server or the sendm ail e-mail 
server are used w id e ly  across the 'net, and its 
popu la rity  causes qu ite  a few  rum bles of 
con cern  in the boardroom s of com m erc ia l 
so ftw are  enterprises. N o w  it is the turn of
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lib rary system s deve lopers. The w ebs ite  at 
h ttp :/ / w w w .m e d .y a le .e d u / lib ra ry / o ss4 lib  
contains details of the first few  projects and 
how  to subscribe to the oss4lib-list e-list.

Report on digital image distribution
A special report exam in ing the costs of d is­
tributing d ig ita l im ages to the u n ive rs ity  
com m un ity  has just been released. The cost 
o f digital image distribution: the social and 
econom ic im plications o f the production , 
distribution, and usage of image data is the 
result o f a tw enty-tw o-m onth  study at U C  
Berkeley. This project created a co llection  of 
images and descrip tive  inform ation (p rim a ­
rily  in the areas of cu ltu ra l studies, art h is­
tory, h istory, and p hotog raphy) from  a 
variety o f museum s and delivered  it d ig ita lly  
to university  users of cam pus networks.

The study found that it w ill  be a long 
time before digital image repositories w ill be 
ab le  to d e liv e r the c r it ica l mass of im ages 
needed for instruction and research; that the 
higher education  com m un ity  is enthusiastic 
about p rovid ing  access to such inform ation 
but there are m any im ped im ents to w id e ­
spread adop tion  of these systems; and that 
the anticipated  shift from ana logue slide li­
braries to licensed d igital images represents 
a shift from o w n ersh ip  to access through 
ongoing subscrip tion . This last aspect co n ­
cerns both adm inistrators and academ ics.

The com p le te  report is a va ilab le  o n line  
in both html and P D F  form at at http:// 
su n s ite .b e rk e le y .ed u / im ag in g /D a tab ase s/  
1 998m ellon .

Something special
Som eone at Leiden U n ivers ity  in the N ether­
lands has d o ne  a great job  in putting to ­
gether a co llection  of special search engines, 
in c lu d ing  fee-based serv ices, d ic tio n a rie s  
and services for m any subjects. It is at http:/ 
/w w w .le idenun iv .n l/ub/b iv/spec ia ls .h tm .

Oz Lit texts
'The Australian literature database: a co lle c ­
tion of 1 8lh, 1 9'h and early  20th cen tu ry  texts' 
is ava ilab le  at http://setis.library.usyd.edu.au/ 
ozlit. The co llection  consists of nearly ninety 
full-text A ustra lian  literary, h is to rica l and 
po litica l works, w h ich  have been SG M L- en ­
coded  acco rd ing  to the G u id e line s  for E le c ­
tronic Text Encoding and Interchange (TED ). 
They are fu lly  searchab le  for keyw ords and 
phrases, and can  be browsed by the nam es 
of their authors.

Online Law journal
The Asia  P a c if ic  In te lle ctu a l P roperty  Law  
Institute at M urdoch  Un ivers ity  has launched 
the Digital Technology Law  Journal at http:/ 
/w w w law .m u rdoch.edu.au/dtlj/index.html. It 
is an on line  period ica l, publish ing refereed 
articles, com m ents and rev iew s on in te llec ­
tual property law  issues concern ing  the d ig ­
ital enviro n m en t. C on trib u tion s  are being

sought for the second issue of D T LJ and the 
d ead line  for subm issions is 31 M arch  1 999.

Publishers directory
W h e n  you w an t to check  on w h ich  publisher 
is cu rren tly  o w n ed  by w h o m , try the 
A C Q W e b  Alphabetic directory of publishers, 
vendors and related links on the world wide
web  at h ttp ://w w w .lib ra ry .van d e rb ilt .
edu/law/acqs/pub_alph/a.html. And w hat is it 
about acqu is itions lib rarians and cats?

OzSearch
The OzSearch internet guide  has been o ffi­
c ia lly  released and can be reached at http:// 
w w w .o z s e a rch .c o m .a u . The gu ide n o w  in ­
dexes o ve r 5000 A ustra lian  w ebs ites and 
p lanes to increase this to 25 000 sites by the 
m id d le  of 1999. It is not a w e b  search  en ­
gine, but offers a serv ice  s im ilar to Y aho o  so 
that you can e ither b row se through the h ie r­
a rch ica l index or search  it based on the 
nam e or descrip tion  of the sites.

The song has ended, 
but the malady lingers on
I do not com p le te ly  subscribe to the notion 
that in fo rm ation  w an ts to be free, but I do 
regret the passing of the In ternational Lyrics 
Se rve r at h ttp ://w w w .ly rics .ch/ . It appears 
that the music industry com pla ined  about the 
copyright status of the 100 000 song lyrics on 
the server and the database has been closed 
dow n , pending som e sort o f resolution. It is 
a pity that they did this, as I doubt that m any 
sales o f sheet m usic w e re  lost because of this 
terrific service . Let's hope that they can  sort 
som ething out.

California Digital Library
The C a lifo rn ia  D ig ita l L ib ra ry  (C D L ) has 
opened its pub lic  digital doors (or should w e  
say 'p o rta ls ') by m ak ing  a v a ila b le  an in te ­
grated w e b  g a tew ay  to d ig ita l co lle c tio n s , 
services and tools at h ttp ://w w w .cd lib .o rg . It 
com p lem en ts  the p h ys ica l lib raries on the 
nine cam puses of the U n ivers ity  of Ca lifo rn ia  
system  by fo cusing  on se lecting , b u ild ing , 
m anaging, preserving, and p rovid ing  access 
to shared co llec tio n s  of h igh-quality digital 
m aterials for the U n ivers ity  and its partners.

The C D L  com prises browsing and search­
ing tools to m ore than 2000 e lec tro n ic  jo u r­
nals, and more than 3000 inventories or find ­
ing aids for specia l and a rch iva l co llec tions  
throughout the state, a long w ith  m any jou r­
nal abstracting and indexing databases and 
reference databases.

Roots
In case  you w o n d e red  w h e re  it all cam e  
from, 'N etizens: O n  the history and impact of 
Usenet and the internet' traces the d eve lo p ­
ment o f the 'net and particu larly  Usenet from 
its beginnings to the start of its great com m er­
cial im pact in the mid-90s. There are links to 
various versions and som e rev iew s at http :// 
w w w .co lum b ia .edu/~hauben/netbook/. ■
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The ALIA home pages and 
the ALIA web service, 
ALIAnet, can be found at the 
following URL: 
http://www.alia.org.au/

S A V E  YO URSELF  
THE TROUBLE O F  

T Y P IN G  THESE  
URLS!

This column (with associated 
hyperlinks) is on ALIAnet, 
and has the URL of
http://www.alia.org.au/
incite/w w w w /

[Please note that full-stops at 
the end of any URL or e-mail 
addresses, or underlines, 
appearing in inCite  should 
NO T be used]

Contributions and 
suggestions for this column 
are always welcome. Please 
e-mail Kerry Webb at
kerry .webb@al ianet.alia.org.au 
or via the ALIA National 
Office, cile@alia.org.au
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