
C o p y rig h t u p date

D i g i t a l  A g e n d a  bill 
available for public comment
The A tto rn ey  G en e ra l D ary l 

W i ll ia m s  and Senator R ichard  
Alston, M in ister for C o m m u n ica 

tions, Inform ation T echno logy  and the 
Arts jo in tly  released the draft Copyright 
Am endm ent (D ig ita l Agenda) B ill on 
26 Feb ruary  for p ub lic  com m ent. The 
exposure draft im plem ents A ustra lia 's  
in ternational treaty ob ligations under 
the W o r ld  Intellectual Property O rgan i
sation 's (W IP O )  Copyright Treaty and 
Perform ances and Phonogram s Treaty. 
The Copyright Am endm ent (D ig ita l 
Agenda) B ill w as fo reshadow ed in the 
G overnm ent's decision in April 1998 to

update Australia 's copyrigh t regulatory 
fram ew ork to respond to n ew  com m u 
n ica tion  techn o lo g y  such as the 
internet. The Copyright Am endm ent 
(D ig ital Agenda) B ill has been released 
as an exposure draft for p u b lic  c o m 
ment. The closing date for subm issions 
w as 1 9 M arch  1999.

Australian Digital Alliance launched
The A D A  is a new ly-form ed coa lition  
of copyrigh t consum ers and ow ners  
w ith  a com m on interest in prom oting 
b a lan ced  copyrigh t p ro tection . M e m 
bership  of the A D A  inc ludes schools,

un ivers ities , internet industry groups, 
consum er groups, cu ltural institutions, 
com puter com pan ies, libraries, sc ien 
tific and research organisations and in
d iv id u a ls . S ir A n th o n y  M ason  is the 
A D A 's  patron and A L IA  is a founding 
member.

The A ll ia n c e  w as lau n ch ed  on 
26 February 1999. Key speakers at the 
launch  in c lu d ed  Professor D enn is  
P ea rce  (form er ch a ir  of the C L R C ), 
M a ra  Bun  (p o lic y  and p u b lic  affairs 
m anager, A ustra lian  C onsum er A sso 
c ia tion ), and Stephen FHepstonall (sec
retary, Supporters of Interoperab le Sys
tems A ssociation ).

Fo llow ing  the launch, a w ork ing  
meeting for A D A  members w as held to 
discuss the coalition 's governance and its 
response to copyright law  reform activity 
inc lud ing  the Copyright Am endm ent 
(D igital Agenda) B ill 1999. m

ALCC response
In the next 'Copyright update' (May issue of in C ite )  we will feature a sum
mary of the key provisions of the C o p y r ig h t  A m e n d m e n t  (D ig i t a l  A g e n d a )  
B il l  1 9 9 9  and the Australian Libraries Copyright Committee's (ALCC) re
sponse to the Bill. The full text of the ALCC's response will also be avail
able on ALIAnet.
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A T S I  R O M

is  no w  ONLINE
ATSIR0M, a compilation of twelve databases

U )
relating to Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander
people, is now available via both Informit Ondisc

c
and Informit Online.

ATSI ROM comprehensively covers all aspects of
£ issues relating to Australia and Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islanders, including land rights,
W native title, stolen generation, history and culture,■ mam housing, health, education and more.

n New Database!
■ 3 As of February 1999 the AIATSIS Bibliography
w S from the Australian Institute of Aboriginal & Torres

t  | Strait Islander Studies is available on ATSIR0/W
1  *  2 CD-ROM and Online.

L . !
1 A CD-ROM subscription $500

Online subscription $550

5 s
Individual databases available separately.

For further information visit:

c c f
www.informit.com.au
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