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This 3-day, hands on course w ill
- increase your Internet knowledge
- improve your presentation skills
- help you deliver workplace training

This is a Nationally 
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Training Category 1
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Discover more than 
4500 Australian libraries!
Erica Ryan, Australian Libraries Gateway

The Australian  Libraries G a te w a y  
(A L G ) [w w w .n la .g o v .au / lib ra r-  
ies], a W eb-based d irectory serv

ice hosted by the N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  of 
A ustra lia , a im s to be the 'one-stop- 
shop' for current inform ation about all 
Australian libraries: a vital tool for Aus
tralian and international users.

S ince  April 1998, the G a te w a y  has 
served to im prove access to in fo rm a
tion abou t A u s tra lia 's  lib raries , their 
co llec tio ns  and services. The key d if
fe rence  betw een  it and m any other 
A ustra lian  lib rary  d irec to ries  is that 
each  lib ra ry  listed has its o w n  pass
w ord  to update or am end its entry v ia  
the W o r ld  W id e  W e b . This m eans that 
m any libraries are m anag ing  the ir in 
form ation in the G a te w a y , thus ensur
ing that it is both up-to-date and re li
able.

Visitors to the G a te w ay  can, for ex
am ple:

• easily  locate all the libraries of a par
t icu la r  type (sixteen lib ra ry  'typ es ' 
are ava ilab le , inc lud ing  p ub lic , spe
c ia l, school K-12, university, corpo- 
rate/business, h ea lth /m ed ica l) in 
Austra lia  or just those in a particu lar 
region;

• search for Australian libraries by key
w ord  or nam e and retrieve a detailed 
sum m ary of in fo rm ation  abou t the 
libraries, their co llec tio ns  and serv
ices (in c lud ing  links back to the li
brary W e b  site/s);

• use a series o f maps to locate lib rar
ies in Australian states/territories, re
g ions and five  m ajor m etropo litan  
areas (Syd n ey , M e lb o u rn e , Perth, 
A d e la id e  and B risbane ) based on 
Austra lian  Bureau of Statistics statis
tica l d iv is ions;

• link d irec tly  to the W e b  site o f any 
listed lib ra ry  (w h e re  a va ila b le ) and 
so exp lore the resources it provides 
and services it offers in m ore depth;

• link d irectly  to the catalogue/s (W e b  
or te lnet a ccess ib le  cata logues, 
w here  ava ilab le ) of any library listed;

• find and use the o n lin e  re ference 
se rv ices  p rov id ed  by A ustra lian  li
braries;

• search  for lib raries  w h ich  have  re

vea led  their subject co llec ting  levels;

• access cu ltu ra l heritage m ateria ls 
through on-line ex h ib itio n s  and 
events;

• access and search the im age c o lle c 
tions of Austra lian  libraries;

• d is co ve r w h ich  A ustra lian  lib raries 
h ave  adopted  the Z 3 9 .5 0  p ro toco l 
(v ia  the D irecto ry  of Z 3 9 .5 0  Targets 
in A ustra lia ), and  so in d iv id u a lly  
search remote catalogues using a sin
gle set of com m ands;

• access a w id e  range of national and 
international library related organisa
tions and institutions;

• find a com prehensive  list of A ustra l
ian lib rary  sector e le c tro n ic  d iscus
sion lists (in c lud ing  details o f how  to 
subscribe);

• access in fo rm ation  abou t a w id e  
range of subjects relating to the A us
tra lian  lib ra ry  p rofess ion , such as 
copyrigh t and standards; and

• access information via  other key Aus
tra lian  internet subject gatew ays.

S in ce  the site prototype w as first re
leased in April last year, the G a te w a y  
has been developed as a 'net project' of 
the federal governm ent-funded , A u s 
tra lia 's  C u ltu ra l N e tw o rk  (A C N ). T o 
gether w ith  o ther sectora l ga tew ays 
such as Australian  M useum s & G a lle r 
ies O n-Line (A M O L ) [am ol.org .au j and 
A rch ives of Australia [w w w .a rch iv e n e t . 
gov.au ], the Australian  Lib raries G a te 
w a y  revea ls  the depth and  range of 
m ateria ls  held in A ustra lian  cu ltu ra l 
and heritage institutions.

Austra lian  Libraries G a te w a y  pub 
lic ity  m ateria ls are a v a ila b le  free for 
you r lib ra ry  staff and users. If you 
w o u ld  like cop ies, p lease con tact A L G  
Adm in istration.

For m ore in fo rm ation  ab ou t the 
G a te w a y  or to h ave  yo u r lib ra ry  in 
c lu d ed , con tact: R ep ly  P a id  29, A L G  
A d m in is tra tion , A ustra lian  L ib raries 
G a tew ay , National Library of Australia, 
C anb e rra  2600. T e le p h o n e : 
02 6262 1 1 37; fax: 02 6273 2545; or 
e-mail a lg@ n la .gov.au

W h y  not add a link to the G a te w a y  
from your W e b  site today? ■
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