
An
important
year
Sue McKnight,
ALIA Victorian Branch president

I am  de ligh ted  to be p res ident 
(again) of the V ic to rian  B ranch .

I w as president o f the Branch  in 
1994 and cha ir of A C L IS  (V icto ria ) 
1996-1998. I have also been presi­
den t o f the G e e lo n g  Reg iona l 
G ro u p  and  a genera l c o u n c illo r  
(for Q ueens land ) a long tim e ago. 
So, I feel like I am being recyc led !

Th is is an im portan t yea r for 
A L IA  as it goes through its renew al 
process. The V ic to rian  A C L IS  and 
A L IA  state executives have w orked 
ve ry  c lo se ly  together o ve r m any 
years. As president for 1999, I w ill 
be endeavouring  to ensure that, by 
d raw ing  on our co lle c t iv e  experi­
en ce  of serving the best interests of 
both ind iv id u a l and institu tional 
m em bers, w e  help  shape the na ­
tiona l renew a l p rocess and o u t­
com es.

A no th er m ajor focus for the 
year w ill be to con cen tra te  m uch 
m ore effort on provid ing forums for 
the d iscussion of issues im pacting 
upon our profession. For instance, 
w e  shall be d iscussing  the V ic to ­
rian G overnm ent's Libraries Po licy, 
w h ich  has im p lications for all sec­
tors. W e  w ill  p a rtic ip a te  in the 
A ustra lian  D ig ita l A ll ia n c e  and 
contribu te to the d ig ital copyrigh t 
agenda. W e  w ill  need to inform  
m em bers o f the revised  c o m p e ­
tency  standards for lib rary workers 
o n ce  these are re leased, and an a ­
lyse w h a t these m ean to our p ro ­
fess ional ed u ca tion  program s as 
w e ll as for in-house tra in ing  and 
d eve lop m en t. These activ it ie s , of 
course, w ill be in add ition  to the 
strong sectional and regional p ro ­
gram s of con tin u in g  profess ional 
deve lopm ent.

The V ic to rian  B ranch  w ill c o n ­
tin u e  to support the successfu l 
m entoring  schem e and look to 
w ays  o f en co u rag in g  m uch  m ore 
participation in A L IA  activities. M y  
hope is that w e  {O il  be o v e r ­
w h e lm ed  at the end of 1999 w ith  
n om in ation s  to serve on B ranch  
cou n cil in 2000. It w ill be a busy, 
ch a lle n g in g  and, I am  sure, re ­
w ard ing  year.

Contributing
to a new Association
Sue Grimes, New South Wales Branch president

I have  been in vo lved  in A L IA  sec ­
tions for several years and through 
these sections I becam e invo lved  in 

N S W  Branch  and its activ ities. M y  ex ­
p erien ce  in lib raries  has spanned  the 
last thirty years in a varie ty  of libraries 
from  North Q u een s lan d  to V ic to r ia . I 
am  cu rren tly  w o rk in g  for W e n tw o rth  
A rea  H ea lth  S e rv ic e  as the ir lib ra ry  
manager. W en tw o rth  Area Health  Serv ­
ice (W A H S ) is based around the Local 
G o ve rnm en t A reas of Penrith , the B lue  
M o u n ta in s  and H aw k e sb u ry , and the 
m ain  lib ra ry  is located  w ith in  the 
N epean  H osp ita l cam pus at Penrith . I 
have  been in this position for the past 
tw o  years and before that I w orked  in 
libraries w ith in  the Departm ent of V e t­
erans A ffa irs and the D epartm en t of 
D efence .

N ep ean  H osp ita l is one of the 
teach ing  hospitals for the U n ivers ity  of 
Sydney M ed ica l Schoo l, as w e ll as pro­
vid ing  tra in ing  resources for a num ber 
of nursing courses and p lacem en t for 
students in various a llied  health d isc i­
plines. This involvem ent means that the 
library service must provide support not 
o n ly  for the staff o f the A rea  H ea lth

S e rv ic e  but also to students and their 
supporting  a cad em ic  staff. A lthough  
on ly  a small- to medium-sized m edical 
co llec tio n , there is a w id e  d ivers ity  in 
the c lien t groups for w hom  w e  p rovide 
in fo rm ation  services. The W A H S  li ­
brary is also a G R A T IS  m em ber and I 
have  been the national and state c o ­
o rd inator of G R A T IS N E T  and G R A T IS  
in 1998 and w ill con tinue  this ro le in 
1999.

I am looking forward to m y year as 
p res ident of the N e w  Sou th  W a le s  
Branch  C ounc il. I hope to con tinue  the 
efforts w e  m ade in 1998 to p rovide op ­
portunities for our mem bers to con trib ­
ute to the d eve lop m en t o f the ir n ew  
p ro fessional body, and ensure  that 
those members w h o  w ant to contribute 
have as m any opportunities to do so as 
possible. I firm ly be lieve  that organ isa­
tions such as A L IA  are o n ly  as strong 
and e ffective  as the sum total o f their 
m em bership. I hope to be ab le  to find 
w ays  to encourage  m ore m em bers to 
becom e invo lved  in the form al a c t iv i­
ties o f B ranch  C o u n c il as w e ll as the 
sections, reg ional groups and  specia l 
interest groups.

Working together
Brigitte Glockner, Western Australian Branch president

W hat are m y qualifications for 
taking on the ro le of W e s t ­
ern Australian branch presi­

dent? I have  w orked  as a health lib rar­
ian for the last thirteen years, I hold a 
M aster's degree in Inform ation and L i­
brary Studies from Curtin  U n ive rs ity  of 
Technology, and I w as the 1994 recip i­
ent of the W A  Spec ia l Librarian  of the 
Year A w ard . I have w orked  as a law  li­
brarian as w e ll as a special lib rarian in 
G e rm a n y  and South  A fr ica . M y  m ain  
interests are accred ita tion  and profes­
sionalism .

I am the sen io r lib ra rian  at K ing 
Edw ard  M em o ria l and Princess 
M argaret Hospitals, w h ere  I am also a 
m em ber o f the O rg an isa tion  Self-As­
sessm ent Team . Th is is the approach  
taken by the A ustra lian  Q u a lity  
Awards. Hospitals are accredited by the 
A ustra lian  C o u n c il on H ea lth ca re  
Standards by the 'E q u IP ' process, but 
can use other recognised processes to

ach ieve  accreditation such as ISO  9000 
or the Australian  Q u a lity  A w ards.

As president of the W estern  Austral­
ian B ranch  I w o u ld  like to see a cc red i­
tation for library services introduced. In 
con ju n c tio n  w ith  A L IA  on a n atio n ­
w id e  basis I w o u ld  like to d eve lo p  
m in im um  requirements for library serv­
ices. O rganisations w ish ing  to establish 
an In fo rm ation  and L ib ra ry  S e rv ic e  
cou ld  approach  A L IA  for gu ide lines.

I w o u ld  also like all sections to 
w o rk  c loser together. I strongly be lieve  
that w e  are letting ourselves to be cat­
egorised into too m any specialised  sec­
tions and interest groups. W h i le  our 
sub ject know ledge m ay differ, w e  are 
all lib rarians w ish in g  to p ro v id e  the 
best possib le service to our clients.

W o rk in g  c loser together w o u ld  be 
for the greater benefit of a revita lised , 
revam ped , and m aybe even  renam ed 
A L IA . a*
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