
Challenges keep rolling in
ALIA ACT Branch

T
he n e w  m il le n n iu m  a p 
p ro a ch e s , w e  h a v e  a n e w  li 
b ra ry  a s so c ia t io n , and  the  
c h a lle n g e s  fo r l ib ra r ia n s  just keep  

ro llin g  in. T h e  A C T  B ra n ch  is fo rtu 
nate to h ave  m an y  a c t iv e  sections —  
lib rary  techn ic ians , U C R L S , ca ta lo g u 
ers, sp e c ia ls , A s ia / P a c if ic , A S L A /  
schoo l lib rarians, the C anb e rra  o n lin e

Mixing 
it in the

Theresa Jude, ALIA Northern 
Territory Branch president

We in the Northern Ter
ritory understand the 
problems associated 

with geographical isolation. To 
address this issue, one aim for the 
coming year is to hold some 
branch activities in regional ar
eas, particularly Katherine and 
Alice Springs. Two such events 
are a visit from Craig Anderson in 
April, and to celebrate Australian 
Library Week in May, a visit from 
author Beverly Harper.

We will have a mix of social 
and professional activities 
throughout the year. Some activi
ties will be workshops and some 
will be guest speakers and we will 
try and hold some during the day 
and some in the evening. We will 
also try to combine with other 
professional and special interest 
groups so as to attract events of 
interest that we may not other
wise see in the Territory.

Any members who have sug
gestions for activities are most 
welcome to contact me or any of 
the committtee. Please use the 
secretary contact 
rennison@library.ntu.edu.au

An administrative task for 
1999 is the review of the Branch 
rules. This is a complex task and 
the committee encourages input 
from members.

Territory

users g roup , h ea lth  l ib ra r ia n s , and  
o n e  person lib rarians.

A  num ber o f key goals co n tin u e  to 
be im portan t in 1 999 :

• re cru itm en t and  re ten tion  o f m e m 
bers to ensu re  the  b ran ch  rem a ins  
a c t iv e  and  v ib ra n t , w ith  reg u la r 
c o m m u n ic a t io n  to m em b ers  
th ro u g h  the m o n th ly  m a g a z in e , 
Proactive.

• p ro m o tio n  o f l ib ra r ie s  an d  l ib ra r 
ians: our program  inc lu d es  n ew  in i
t ia tives for A ustra lian  L ib ra ry  W e e k  
and  p ro m o tin g  lib ra r ie s  to  sen io r 
m anagers in the p u b lic  sector.

• fostering  a c t iv it ie s  and  a c t iv e  se c 
tions: m any of the A C T  A L IA  a c t iv i
ties are ve ry  su cce ss fu lly  p ro v id ed  
by sections to m eet sp e c ific  needs. 
T h e  B ra n ch  can  assist in c o 
o rd in a tin g  and  su pporting  an o v e r 
all A C T  program .

• ad d ress in g  issues o f c o n c e rn  to 
m em b ers : so m e o f the  c r it ic a l is
sues facing  lib rarians in the A C T  in 

c lu d e  o u tso u rc in g , re d u c tio n s  in 
p u rch a s in g  p o w e r , m o v in g  to the 
d ig ital lib ra ry  and  skills for the n ew  
d ig ita l en v iro n m en t.

T h e  n e w  lib ra ry  a s so c ia t io n  is 
strong ly  supported  in the A C T , o ffe r
ing great o p p o rtu n itie s  to address lo 
ca l and  natio na l issues.

T h e  B ra n ch  is keen to en co u rag e  
all lib rary  and  in fo rm ation  w o rkers to 
a ttend  the  A L IA 2 0 0 0  c o n fe re n c e  in 
C anb e rra .

T h e  in c o m in g  p re s id e n t is 
R o x an n e  M is s in g h a m . R o x a n n e  has 
w o rk ed  in sp e c ia l, research , and  the 
N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  o ve r the past tw en ty  
years. Sh e  has been  c o n v e n o r  o f the 
Fed e ra l L ib ra r ie s  In fo rm a tio n  N e t 
w o rk  (F L IN ) for the  past th ree  years . 
A c t iv e  in lib ra ry  and  in ternet c irc le s , 
R o x ann e  has w ritten  on the  sk ills  re 
qu ired  to m eet the needs o f the d igital 
library, inform ation  needs o f scientists 
and  issues re la t in g  to the  in terne t. 
Roxanne  is cu rren tly  d iv is io n a l lib ra r
ian, C S IR O  W i ld l i f e  and  Eco lo g y . n

Surging 
ahead in 1999
Bridget Hutton, Tasmanian Branch Council president

T
he co m in g  yea r w i l l  be a c h a l
leng ing  tim e  for the T a sm an ian  
B ran ch  C o u n c il, as it w ill  be for 
A L IA  n a t io n a lly . T h e  past y e a r  w a s  

u n se ttlin g  w ith  the  m e rg e r o f A L IA  
and  A C L IS  p ro v ing  to be a stagnating  
p ro cess  ra the r than  an in v ig o ra t in g  
o n e . In T a sm an ia  the  a m a lg am a tio n  
o f the tw o  o rg an isa tio n s  w a s  co-op 
e ra t iv e  and  sm oo th , h o w e v e r , w e  
w e re  d is ap p o in ted  by the  d iff icu lt ie s  
ex p e r ie n ced  at the  natio na l leve l.

T a sm an ian  B ra n ch  C o u n c il  looks 
fo rw ard  to 1999 be ing  a y e a r  o f surg
ing ahead . W e  are  ve ry  keen  to c o n 
tr ib u te  to  A L IA 's  re n e w a l p ro ce ss  
both at the loca l leve l and  n a tio n a lly . 
W h e n  o rgan isations h ave  been  in ex 
istence for a long period , it is im p e ra 
t iv e  to take the tim e  to c r it ic a l ly  a n a 
lyse  a c t iv it ie s  and  e x a m in e  w a y s  o f 
m ak ing  im provem en ts. It is a tim e  for 
A L IA  to re flect on  w h y  w e  exist and  
w h o m  w e  serve .

O n e  o f the m a jo r ch a lle n g e s  w ill  
be reach ing  out to potentia l m em bers 
in the lib ra ry  secto r and  lu ring  b ack  
past m em bers o f the asso c ia tio n . T h e  
m em b ersh ip  issue is a v ita l o n e  that 
appears to be m ost e ffe c tiv e ly  tack led  
at the loca l leve l. There  are m an y  o p 
po rtun ities  to b ro aden  the ap p e a l of 
the A sso c ia t io n  to a ll w o rk e rs  in the 
lib ra ry  and  in fo rm ation  industry. T h e  
T a sm a n ia n  B ra n c h  is lo o k in g  to at 
least m a in ta in  its ins titu tiona l m e m 
bership  and  to en co u rag e  further par
t ic ip a tio n  from  para-pro fessionals. In 
o rd er to d o  th is w e  n eed  to en su re  
ou r a c t iv it ie s  a re  re le v a n t  to th e ir  
needs and, indeed , to the needs o f all 
o f our m em b ersh ip .

I feel co n fid e n t that 1999 w ill  see 
the re su rg en ce  o f A L IA . If w e  rem a in  
focussed  on  listen ing to o u r m em b er
sh ip  and  re m em b erin g  just w h a t  o u r 
o rg a n isa t io n  stands for, w e  c a n n o t  
fa il. s
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