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W h ile  c e n s o rs h ip  is n o t a b la c k  
c lo u d  tha t lo o m s  la rg e  o v e r  th e  
b o o k  p u b lis h in g  in d u s try , it c a n  

h a v e  q u ite  an  in s id io u s  effect.

T o  th e  a v e ra g e  p e rso n , th e  p ro s p e c t  o f 
o n e  p e rso n  o r a c o m m itte e  o f six d e c id in g  
w h a t  y o u  a n d  I c a n  a n d  c a n n o t  re ad , b e 
c a u se  th e y  th in k  th e y  k n o w  w h a t 's  bette r fo r 
us than  w e  do , is an  a n a th e m a .

T h e re  a re  n o t to o  m a n y  e x a m p le s  o f 
stra ight c en so rsh ip  in A u s tra lia . B u t  o n e  p u b 
lish e r w h o  has had  c o n s id e ra b le  e x p e r ie n c e  
is P en g u in  B o o k s  A u s tra lia . Lady Chatterley's 
lover w a s  b a n n e d  in th e  U n it e d  K in g d o m , 
th en  u n b a n n e d  in the  U n ite d  K in g d o m  and , 
c o n s e q u e n t ly  u n b a n n e d  in A u s tra lia .

Portnoy's complaint was b a n n e d  b y  the  
A u s tra lia n  au th o rit ie s . P e n g u in  A u s tra lia  d e 
c id e d  to  p u b lis h  the  b o o k  h e re  so tha t A u s 
t ra lia n  re a d e rs  c o u ld  m a k e  up  th e ir  o w n  
m in d s . S u f f ic ie n t  c o p ie s  o f  th e  b o o k  w e re  
d is tr ib u ted  b e fo re  an  in ju n c tio n  w a s  s lap p e d  
on  the  p u b lis h e r . B y  th en  it w a s  im p o ss ib le  
fo r e v e r y  c o p y  to  b e  re tu rn e d . En te rp r is in g  
barris te rs  read  g reat ch u n k s  o f the  w o rk  in to  
the  co u rt re co rd  fo r the  b e n e fit  o f th o se  w h o  
had  not b o ug h t the b o o k  and , u lt im a te ly , the  
in ju n c t io n  w a s  lifted .

Final exit w a s  a b o o k  tha t d e a lt  w ith  e u 
th a n a s ia . A ll  states ex ce p t W e s te rn  A u s tra lia  
a n d  Q u e e n s la n d  a g re e d  to  re le a s e  it. 
Q u e e n s la n d  g a v e  it a 'C a te g o r y  R ' ra t in g  
w h ic h  m e a n t  th a t it h ad  to  b e  sh rink-  
w ra p p e d ,  la b e lle d  w ith  a w a rn in g  a n d  n o t 
pu t on  p u b l ic  d isp la y .

P u b lis h e rs  a re  w e i l  a b le  to  d ra w  a d is 
t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  m o ra l q u e s tio n s  a n d  p u b 
l is h in g  w o rk s  th a t c a n  b e  o f d a n g e r  to  o u r 
fe l lo w  c it iz e n s . M o s t  p u b lish e rs  w o u ld  th in k  
t w ic e  b e fo re  p u b lis h in g  a w o rk  d e s c r ib in g  
h o w  to m a k e  a h o m e- m ad e  b o m b . B u t  those  
sa m e  p u b lis h e rs  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  p u b lis h  
w o rk s  c o n ta in in g  sex an d  p ro fan ity .

W h a t  is o b s c e n it y ?  O v e r t  s e x u a lit y  o r  
v io le n c e ?  P u b lish e rs  a re  m o re  l ik e ly  to  se lf 
c e n so r  v io le n c e  than  sex.

P o ly e s te r  B o o k s  is a f a ir ly  c o n fro n t in g  
b o o k s h o p  in V ic to r ia .  In a p re - C h ris tm a s  
ra id , p o l ic e  se iz e d  th o u s a n d s  o f  d o lla rs  
w o rth  o f titles —  m an y  o f w h ic h  w e re  said  to 
b e  o f a p o rn o g ra p h ic  o r a d ru g - re la ted  n a 
tu re . T h e  b o o k s h o p 's  o w n e r ,  P a u l E ll io t , 
w ro te  to La rry  F lyn t, A m e r ic a n  p u b lish e r an d  
tree-speech  activ is t, a sk in g  for F lyn t's  h e lp  in 
c a m p a ig n in g  ag a in st c e n so rsh ip  in A u s tra lia . 
T h e  b o o k s h o p 's  o w n e r  is n e rv o u s  a t th e  
p ro sp ec t o f b e in g  ch a rg e d  and  if fo u n d  g u ilty

o f s e ll in g  u n c la s s if ie d  m a te r ia ls  he  fa ce s  a 
m a x im u m  p e n a lty  o f ten y e a rs  ja i l  o r  a su b 
stan tia l f in e . M r  E ll io t  no ted  tha t a ll it takes 
is o n e  person  to  c o m p la in  to c a u s e  a  re s tr ic 
t io n  o f  fre e d o m .

B u t  a n o th e r  fo rm  o f c e n so rsh ip  is b e in g  
d is cu s se d  in p u b lis h in g  o ff ic e s  th e s e  d a ys  
an d  it is se lf- cen so rsh ip . T h e  e ffe c t o f R a n 
dom  EHouse A u s tra lia 's  loss in the A b b o tt  and  
C o s te llo  c ase  is h av in g  w id e s p re a d  ra m if ic a 
tio n s . T h is  c a s e  has m ad e  p ro s p e c t iv e  p la in 
tiffs a w a re  o f th e  e x is te n c e  a n d  s treng th  o f 
th e  d e fa m a t io n  la w s  an d  o f th e  p o s s ib il it y  
tha t th e ir  a c t io n s  m a y  s u c c e e d . P u b lis h e rs  
a re  b e c o m in g  risk-averse an d  th e y  a re  m o re  
lik e ly  to h a v e  m an u scr ip ts  read  fo r lib e l than  
th e y  w e re  p re v io u s ly . T h e re  is a re a s o n a b le  
w o r r y  th a t  in te rn a l c e n s o rs h ip  w i l l  b e  to o  
s e v e re  a n d  p u b lis h e rs  m a y  o ve r- e r r  o n  the 
s id e  o f c a u t io n .

P u b lish e rs  a re  not e van g e lis ts . F ig h tin g  a 
d e fa m a tio n  c a s e  is n e ve r w o r th - w h ile  c o m 
m e rc ia l ly .  P r in t  runs an d  p ro fits  n e v e r  su p 
p o rt a d e fa m a t io n  loss o r e v e n  th e  c o s t  o f 
w a g in g  a w in n in g  a c t io n . B e in g  s c ru p u lo u s  
an d  h a v in g  a m a n u sc r ip t  c h e c k e d  fo r lib e l 
costs a m in im u m  o f $4 5 0 0 , an d  in su re rs  in 
sist o n  s c ru p u lo u sn e ss !

A n  e ve n  stronger deterren t than  the  la w  is 
the  cos t o f the  law . D e b o rah  L ip stad t's  (P e n 
g u in  U K  a n d  a u th o r ) v ic to r y  o v e r  D a v id  
Irv in g  cost the  p u b lish e r in ex cess  o f £2 m il
lion  but, fo rtu n a te ly , the  p u b lish e r o f The Sa
tanic verses b e lie v e d  that it w a s  far m o re  im 
po rtan t to fight the case  than  w o rry  ab o u t the 
m o n e y  as issues o f p r in c ip le  w e re  at stake.

A n o th e r  d ile m m a  fa ce d  b y  p u b lish e rs  is 
th e  p o s s ib le  re a c t io n  b y  so m e  m e m b e rs  o f 
th e  p u b l ic  w h e n  th e y  p u b lis h  a w o rk  tha t 
m a y  o ffe n d . P u b lish e rs  a re  less l ik e ly  to  e x 
e rc is e  se lf- cen so rsh ip  if the  w r ite r  has in teg 
rity a n d  the  co n te n t stim u la tes d e b a te  w ith in  
the c o m m u n ity . R ead e rs  m a y  not n e ce ssa r ily  
ag ree  w ith  the  co n te n t o f e v e ry th in g  tha t w e  
p u b lish , bu t p u b lish e rs  d o  see th e m se lv e s  as 
h a v in g  a r e s p o n s ib il ity  to b r in g  d if fe re n t  
v ie w s  to  the a tten tion  o f the  p u b lic . T h e y  can  
ill a ffo rd  to p u b lis h  o n ly  th e  v ie w s  w ith  
w h ic h  th e y  ag ree . A s Je a n - Ja cq u e s  R o u sseau  
sa id  (o r w a s  it V o lt a ir e ? ) :  'I m ig h t d is ag re e  
w ith  w h a t  yo u  a re  say in g  but I w i l l  de fen d  to 
the  d ea th  y o u r  right to say it'.

If p u b lis h e rs  re je c te d  a ll m a te r ia ls  o f 
w h ic h  th e y  d is a p p ro v e d  th e y  w o u ld  b e  re 
je c t in g  m a n y  th o u san d s  o f titles. O n e  o f  the  
p r ice s  w e  p a y  fo r o u r free d o m  is the righ t to 
a l lo w  a u th o rs  su ch  as D a v id  Irv in g  to  b e  
p u b lish e d . ■
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