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I f  you have been 
thinking about jetting  
up a virtual tour, 
building local 
databaoeo, jta rtu ig  a 
Virtual Reference Deck, 
or creating a 
perjonalued ‘M y  
Library ’ interface for 
your iioerj, then th ij Li 
the jpot fo r  y o u ...

Virtual ideas
I n n o v a t iv e  In tern et A p p lic a t io n s  in L ib ra rie s  

is a great sta rtin g  p la c e  fo r lib ra r ia n s  w h o  
w a n t  to m a k e  use o f te c h n o lo g y  to p ro v id e  

a bette r, c lo s e r  s e r v ic e  to  th e ir  users, o r to 
see  sam p le s  o f ideas o th e r l ib ra r ie s  a re  d e 
v e lo p in g . T h e  s ite  is m o re  a g a te w a y  than  a 
re so u rce  in its o w n  right, but it is fa ir ly  sm all, 
s im p ly  o rg an ise d  an d  g e n u in e ly  h e lp fu l. It is 
d iv id e d  in to  se ve ra l se c tio n s , e a c h  o f w h ic h  
p ro v id e s  lin ks  to  g o o d  e x a m p le s  o f w h a t  the 
se c t io n  is a ll ab o u t. 'A g e s  &  S tag e s ' has e x 
a m p le s  o f s p e c ia l in te res t se c t io n s  su ch  as 
s e rv ic e s  o r a c t iv it ie s  fo r c h i ld re n ,  'S p e c ia l  
C o l le c t io n s  &  O n l in e  E x h ib its ' s h o w s  y o u  
h o w  to s h o w c a s e  y o u r  u n iq u e  h o ld in g s , 'E- 
Jo u rn a ls ' has lin ks to ex is tin g  n e w s le tte rs  l i 
b ra ries  a re  p u b lish in g , an d  so on . If yo u  h av e  
b ee n  th in k in g  a b o u t se tting  up  a v ir tu a l tour, 
b u ild in g  lo c a l d a ta b a se s , s ta rt in g  a V ir tu a l  
R e fe re n c e  D e sk , o r c re a t in g  a p e rs o n a lis e d  
'M y  L ib ra r y ' in te r fa c e  fo r  y o u r  users , th e n  
th is  is the  sp o t fo r y o u . S e e  w h a t  o th e r p e o 
p le  h a v e  d o n e  an d  a d ap t the  id eas  yo u  lik e  
best, [h ttp :/ / w w w .w ilto n lib ra ry .o rg / in n o va te . 
h tm l]

W e b  b o o k
The guide to digital resources for the hu
manities is in the  p rocess o f b e in g  'w e b if ie d '.  
Y o u  c an  b u y  the  Guide in p rint, bu t the  a u 
thors p lan  to  m ak e  the  w h o le  th in g  a v a ila b le  
o v e r  the  W e b  w ith in  th e  c o m in g  m o n th s . 
T h a t  w a y , th e y  h o p e  to  keep  it both  c o m p re 
h e n s iv e  an d  up-to-the-m inute . T h e  se c tio n s  
in th e  g u id e  a re  d iv id e d  in to  m a jo r  th e m e s  
—  C lass ic s  an d  A n c ie n t  H is to ry ; L an g u ag e  &  
L in g u is t ic s ; M e d ia  an d  F ilm ; L ite ra tu re ; P h i 
lo so p h y ; a n d  R e lig io n  a n d  T h e o s o p h y . T h e  
fu ll co n te n ts  o f e a c h  s e c t io n  a re  lis ted , y e t  
o n ly  a fe w  c h a p te rs  h a v e  b een  lin k e d  so far. 
Ex istin g  c h a p te rs  a re  l ib e ra lly  sp r in k le d  w ith  
lin ks to e n a b le  users to  m a k e  best use o f the  
a d v ic e  in th e  g u id e . O n e  to w a tc h ,  [http:// 
in fo .o x .a c .u k /c titex t/ in d ex .h tm l]

F o r  th e  te c b ie s  a n d  fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  us
A n y o n e  w h o  is a sc i- te ch  ju n k ie  w i l l  f in d  
h ap p in e ss  a t th e  SciTech Daily Review, an 
o n lin e  n e w s  d igest an d  g a te w a y  to reso u rces  
in th e  a re a . It in c lu d e s  sn ip p e ts  o f  a la rg e  
n u m b e r o f a r t ic le s  (w h ic h  yo u  c a n  c l ic k  on  
to  read  in fu ll) , as w e ll  as a lo t o f b re a k in g  
n e w s  v ia  su ch  se rv ices  as A lp h a G a l i le o ,  A B C  
S c ie n c e , B B C  S c iT e c h  N e w s , C N N  Sc i- tech , 
D is c o v e r y  C h a n n e l N e w s ,  E u re k a  A le r t , 
H M S  B e a g le , N o v a  an d  m a n y  o th ers . It a lso  
p ro v id e s  a usefu l one-stop  sh o p  to p o p u la r  
jo u rn a ls  (National Geographic, New Scien
tist, Smithsonian) an d  n e w s  s e rv ic e s  in s c i 
e n c e  an d  te c h n o lo g y .  T h e  s e r v ic e  is v e r y

/ / /  C / ir^r

s im ila r  in lo o k  a n d  fee l to  th e  h u m an itie s-  
o rien te d  Arts & Letters Daily (to w h ic h  it a lso  
lin k s ). E v e n  a la y p e rs o n  w o u ld  f in d  s o m e 
th in g  o f in terest here . C h e c k  it o u t a t http:// 
w w w .s c i t e c h d a i ly .c o m / .

N ew s p o r ta l
Jo u rn a lis tEx p ress  is a n e w  se rv ice  for jo u rn a l
ists bu t m ost lib ra r ia n s  w i l l  f in d  it h a n d y  as 
a one-stop  sh o p  fo r o n lin e  n e w s . In des ign , 
it is a fa ir ly  c lo s e  c o p y  o f the  e x c e lle n t  b u s i
ness p o rta l, C E O E x p r e s s  [h ttp :/ / w w w . 
c e o e x o p re s s .c o m / ] (w h ic h  it lin k s  to ). T h e  
tw o  to g e th e r  w o u ld  ju s t  a b o u t  s e w  up th e  
b u s in ess  n e w s  m arke t. It has e v e ry th in g  yo u  
w o u ld  ex p ec t at a m e d ia  site —  links to new s 
w ire s ,  b ro a d c a s t , n e w s p a p e rs ,  h e a d lin e s , 
n e w s  a rc h iv e s , d ire c to r ie s , m arke t in fo rm a 
tion  —  e v e n  the  ca rto o n s . L inks a re  a lso  p ro 
v id e d  to re sea rch  m ate ria l such  as databases, 
re fe ren ce  too ls  an d  statistics. E v e ry th in g  is on 
the  fron t p ag e  so it is e a s y  to grasp  the  site at 
a g la n c e . T h e  o n ly  g r ip e  is th e  A m e r ic a n  
b ias , b u t y o u  w i l l  get so m e  A u s s ie  p a p e rs  
th ro u g h  here . [h ttp :/ /w w w .jo u rn a lis te x p re s s . 
com /]

W o rk in g  fo r  d ig ita l  e x c e lle n c e
T h e  C e n tre  for D ig ita l L ib ra ry  R esea rch  at the 
U n iv e r s it y  o f S t r a th c ly d e  is w o rth  a lo o k  if 
yo u  a re  in terested  in d iv e rs e  p ro je c ts  in th is 
a rea . T h e  C e n tre  h o p e s  to  b e c o m e  a c e n tre  
o f e x c e l le n c e  on  the  issues in v o lv e d  in d ig 
ital l ib ra r ie s , su ch  as in fo rm a t io n  re tr ie v a l 
a n d  d o c u m e n t  s to rag e  t e c h n o lo g ie s  an d  
s ta n d a rd s . S o m e  o f th e  c u r re n t  p ro je c ts  
w h ic h  y o u  c a n  v is it  fro m  the  C D L R  site  in 
c lu d e  the  G la s g o w  D ig ita l L ib ra ry , the  D ig 
ita l In fo rm a t io n  O f f ic e ,  th e  B U B L  
In fo rm a t io n  S e r v ic e  (an  e x c e l le n t  s ta rtin g  
p o in t fo r a n y  k ind  o f W e b  se a rch ), an d  the  
C ly d e  V ir tu a l U n iv e r s it y  (a jo in t  v e n tu re  to 
d e v e lo p  an d  d e liv e r  in terne t-b ased  te a ch in g  
m a te ria ls  to students at f iv e  ins titu tions in the  
W e s t  o f S c o t la n d ), [h ttp ://cd lr.s tra th .ac.uk/]

I S I ’s W e b
T h e  In s titu te  fo r S c ie n t if ic  In fo rm a tio n  (IS I)  
has a n n o u n c e d  p lan s  to b u ild  C u rre n t  W e b  
C o n ten ts , a c o lle c t io n  o f e v a lu a te d  sc h o la r ly  
w eb - s ite s . In th e  a b s e n c e  o f th e  p ro ce ss  o f 
p e e r  r e v ie w  a n d  e s ta b lis h e d  p u b lis h in g  
s tand a rd s , IS I has d e v e lo p e d  n e w  s e le c t io n  
c r ite r ia  s p e c i f ic a l ly  fo r w e b  in fo rm a t io n . 
T h e se  w i l l  be  m o d e lle d  on  ex is tin g  e d ito r ia l 
s ta n d a rd s  d e v e lo p e d  b y  IS I. S ite s  w i l l  be  
e v a lu a te d  fo r the  c r ite r ia  o f a u th o r ity , a c c u 
ra c y  and  c u rre n cy . T h e  s a m p le  re co rd  on  the 
IS I s ite  sh o w s  tha t re co rd s  w i l l  in c lu d e  the  
p ag e  t it le  a n d  th e  fu ll U R L ;  a c o n c is e  de-
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s c r ip t io n  o f the  en t ire  w eb - s ite  h ig h lig h t in g  
m a jo r  c o n te n t  fea tu res  (w r it te n  b y  IS I, not 
tak e n  from  the  site ); IS I-ass ig n ed  k e y w o rd s  
(from  a c o n tro lle d  thesaurus ); the  site au th o r 
( if  id e n tif ia b le ); the  c o p y r ig h t  h o ld e r  fo r the 
s ite 's  c o n te n t; th e  la n g u a g e ; d a ta  typ e , fo r 
ex am p le , d atabase, abstracts; the f ile  fo rm ats 
su ch  as M P E G ,  P D F ;  th e  s ite  sp o n so r, fo r 
e x a m p le  g o ve rn m e n t o r e d u c a t io n a l in s titu 
t io n ; an d  d a te  o f e v a lu a t io n . H a v e  a lo o k  at 
the  site  n o w  a n d  then  v is it  ag a in  w h e n  it a ll 
starts to  h a p p e n , [ h t tp :/ / w w w .is in e t .c o m /  
p ro d u c ts / w e b s e le c t/ w e b se le c t .h tm l]

M in d in g  th e  b o d y
Erg o L ib  is a site m o re  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  lib ra r
ian s ' p h ys ic a l sa fe ty  a n d  s ta m in a  th an  w ith  
a n y th in g  m o re  c e re b ra l. It a im s  to g iv e  yo u  
a d v ic e  on  h o w  to  d es ig n  a h e a lth ie r  w o rk  
s p a c e  so tha t y o u  c a n  a v o id  in ju r y  a n d  
stra in , e s p e c ia l ly  w h e n  w o rk in g  w ith  c o m 
puters, k eyb o a rd s  and  m ice . T h e  site links to 
m a n y  o th e r sites c o n c e rn e d  w ith  e rg o n o m 
ics  a n d  w o r k p la c e  h e a lth  a n d  sa fe ty . It is 
n ic e  to  k n o w  tha t s o m e o n e  ca re s , [http:// 
lib ra ry .u cr .ed u /e rg o lib / ]

T h e y  k e e p  on  c o m in g
Even  m o re  sites for d ig ita l theses p o p p in g  up 
th is  m o n th . D is s e r ta t io n s  in C e n tra l A s ia n  
S tu d ie s  c o n ta in s  in fo rm a t io n  o n  a p p ro x i
m a te ly  150 re ce n t d is se rta t io n s  in th e  f ie ld  
o f C en tra l A s ian  S tu d ies  c o m p le te d  in d iffe r
en t u n iv e rs it ie s  a ro u n d  th e  w o r ld .  It 's  at 
h t t p : / / w w w . f a s . h a r v a r d . e d u / ~ c a s w w /  
C A S W W _ D is s .h t m l .  O n ly  d ro p  in to  
T h e s e N e t  if yo u  h a v e  en o u g h  F re n c h  to get 
ro u nd  the site  —  th e re  is no En g lish  tra n s la 
tion . T h is  d a ta b a se  in d e x e s  d is se rta t io n s  for 
P h D s  g ran ted  in F ran ce . It co n ta in s  c ita tio n s  
fo r d is s e r ta t io n s  fo r a p p l ie d  a n d  h a rd  s c i 
en ces , h u m a n itie s , so c ia l s c ie n ce s , an d  la w  
(fro m  1 9 7 2 ), h e a lth  s c ie n c e s  (fro m  1 9 8 3 ), 
and  v e te r in a ry  m e d ic in e  (from  1990 ). [http:/ 
/ thesene t.abes.fr/]

N e w s p a p e r  a n d  jo u rn a l  a rc h iv e
T h e  U K  Financial Times has m a d e  its G lo b a l 
A r c h iv e  a v a ila b le  fo r free  o v e r  the  N e t. T h e  
a rc h iv e  in c lu d e s  o ve r  6 m illio n  a rt ic le s  from  
3 00 0  n e w sp a p e rs  an d  p e r io d ic a ls , and  m ost 
o f the  m a te r ia l c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  fo r free . 
[h ttp :/ / w w w .g lo b a la rch iv e .f t .co m / ]

L egal re s e a rc h
T w o  w in n e rs  fro m  L L R X  this m o n th . T h is  le 
gal re sea rch  site co n s is te n t ly  p ro d u ce s  h e lp 
ful m a te r ia l on  lib ra ry  a n d  W e b  issues and  
has n o w  c o m e  up  w ith  th e  G u id e  to R e 
s e a r c h in g  the  C o u n c i l  o f E u ro p e  a t http:// 
w w w .llrx .c o m / fe a tu re s / c o e .h tm . T h e  C o u n 
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c il o f Eu ro p e  w a s  c re a te d  in 194 9  an d  n o w  
com p rises  41 m e m b e r states. If this seem s an 
in c re d ib le  n u m b e r, c h e c k  o u t the  s ite  —  it 
in c lu d es  m an y  n e w ly  in d e p e n d e n t states that 
had  p re v io u s ly  b een  part o f th e  U S S R  o r the 
fo rm e r Y u g o s la v ia . T h e  site  e x p la in s  h o w  to 
find  o ffic ia l in fo rm a tio n  an d  p u b lic a tio n s . As 
sites lik e  the  C O E  g ro w , g o o d  g u id e s  a re  a 
g reat h e lp  in n a v ig a t in g  q u ic k ly  an d  e a s ily  
(th ink  o f the U N  site —  an em b arra ssm e n t of 
riches). Still it is n ic e  to h a v e  too  m u ch  in fo r
m a t io n  th an  n o t e n o u g h . T a ra  C a lis h a in ,  
w h o  p ro d uces  the  e x c e lle n t  R e se a rc h B u z z  e- 
m a il n ew s le tte r, has la u n c h e d  a n e w  cu rren t 
a w a re n e s s  s e r v ic e  at h ttp ://1 6 1 .5 8 .3 4 .1 7 1 /  
buzz/buzz1  .h tm . L L R X  B u z z  —  T h e  La test 
on  Le g a l R e s e a rc h  a im s  to  h e lp  leg a l re 
searchers  and  la w ye rs  stay on  top. S ign  up to 
get y o u r  e- m a il c o p y  o r re ad  it at th e  s ite  
h t tp :/ / w w w .llrx .c o m / L L R X .

J e t  p ro p e lle d  r e p o r ts
Is d o c u m e n t  d e l iv e r y  ge ttin g  e a s ie r  w ith  so 
m u ch  m ate ria l m o v in g  on  to  the  W e b ,  o r is 
th e  b a r o f e x p e c ta t io n  just g e tt in g  h ig h e r?  
T h e  Je t P ro p u ls io n  La b o ra to ry  T e c h n ic a l R e 
port S e rv e r  has g o n e  o n lin e , so se a rch in g  for 
a n y  o f the 8 0 0 0  reports h e ld  th e re  sh o u ld  be 
e a s ie r . S o m e  re p o rts  a re  in fu ll- tex t, so m e  
h a v e  abstracts . Y o u  can  se a rch  b y  k e y w o rd  
or lo o k  for c ita t io n s  a n d  a b s trac ts  b y  ye a r. 
L in k s  a re  a ls o  p ro v id e d  to  o th e r, re la te d  
te c h n ic a l  re p o rt system s su ch  as th e  N A S A  
T e c h n ic a l  R e p o rts  S e r v e r ,  [ h ttp :// jp ltrs .jp l. 
nasa.gov/]

P e rfe c t m a tc h ?
I am  still v e ry  c o n te n t w ith  th e  search  en g in e  
G o o g le ,  but fo r th o se  still s e e k in g  tha t p e r 
fe c t  m a tch , h a v e  a lo o k  at S e a rc h  En g in e s  
W o r ld w id e .  T h is  g ive s  listings an d  lin k s  for 
a ran g e  o f e n g in e s  a n d  d ire c to r ie s  o rg an ise d  
by co u n try  o r c o n t in e n t  at h ttp :/ / w w w .tw ic s . 
c o m / ~ ta k a k u w a / se a rch / . A lt a V is ta 's  n e w  
se arch  se rv ice , R ag in g , m a y  no t h a v e  m ad e  
it in the re  b y  th e  t im e  yo u  v is it, but y o u  can  
c h e c k  ou t th is  G o o g le - lo o k a l ik e  a t http:// 
w w w .ra g in g .c o m / .

H a rd  w o rd s
The Dictionary of Difficult Words is n o w  
o n lin e  a t h ttp :/ / w w w .lin e o n e .n e t/  
d ic t io n a ryo f/d ifficu ltw o rd s/ . Y o u  can  search  
for s p e c if ic  w o rd s  o r b ro w se  the  a lp h a b e t i
ca l listings.

D ia g n o s is  — w o rk a h o lic  ( re v is i te d )
Last m on th  w e  fe a tu re d  M E D L IN E P lu s ,  but 
n eg lec ted  to in c lu d e  the  U R L .  Fo r those  w h o  
c o u ld n 't  find  it, the  U R L  is h ttp :/ / w w w .n lm . 
n ih .g o v/m e d lin e p lu s /  ■

Contributions and 
suggestions for this 
column are always 
welcome. Please 
contact Belinda 

Weaver via e-mail.

The site explains 
how to fine) official 

information and 
publications. A i sites 

like the CO E prow, 
pood guides are a 

great help in 
navigating quickly 

and easily...
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