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N ea rly  tw o  hundred  de legates from  A u s 
tra lia , N e w  Z e a la n d , and  o ve rseas  a t
tended  the fourth  C o m m u n it ie s  

N etw ork in g  C o n fe ren ce  'Engag ing reg ionalism ' 
at B a lla ra t U n iv e rs ity  in Sep tem b er 1999.

Speakers described  internet a c tiv it ie s  w ith  
im pacts in pub lic  lib rary and com m u n ity  in for
m ation  sectors. A n d re w  C u n n in g h a m , 
M a r ib y rn o n g  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , V ic to r ia  ta lked  
abou t m ulti- lingual o n lin e  internet serv ices in 
p u b lic  lib raries; and  D r Kirsty W ill ia m s o n  and 
A m a n d a  B o w  from  M o n ash  U n iv e rs ity , w ith  
Larry  S tillm an , V ic N e t,  d escrib ed  an ongo ing  
p ro ject into o n lin e  se rvices for d isab led  users 
in p u b lic  lib raries. A n o th er session co n ce rn ed  
the F ind ing  La w  O n lin e  P ro ject from  the Law  
Found ation  of N e w  South  W a le s , m anaged  by 
Su e  Scott. L inks to p resen ta tions and  reports 
are a va ila b le  through the co n fe ren ce  w ebs ite , 
and  full p roceed ings w ill be pub lished .

M a n y  of the issues raised at the con fe ren ce  
struck a chord  w ith  the keyn o te  speakers, in 
c lu d in g  C la ire  S h ea rm an  from  the Eu ro p ean  
A ssoc ia tion  o f C o m m u n ity  N etw ork in g  (E A C N ) 
and co-cha ir of the U K  C o m m u n ities  O n lin e . 
She said 'L is ten ing  to the stories that p eo p le  in 
A ustra lian  com m u n ity  netw ork ing  w e re  telling, 
it w as  c le a r that not o n ly  w e re  w e  all address
ing s im ila r issues, but that there w as a real e n 
ergy there w h ich  w e  need to tap into g lo b a lly .'

Q u ite  strik ing at the c o n fe re n ce  w e re  re
ports about the in c reas in g ly  im portan t ro le of 
w o m e n  in rural and rem ote areas in c o m m u 
n ity-bu ild ing . Pro jects  such as that be ing  un 
d ertaken  by Lyn  S im p so n  o f the Q u e e n s la n d  
U n iv e rs ity  of T e ch n o lo g y  engendered  great in
terest from  delegates. Sh e  d escrib ed  the w a y  
rural w o m e n  in her state h ave  e s tab lish ed  
W E L IN K  —  an o n lin e  d iscu ss io n  g ro u p  —  
w h ich  p rovides com puter tra in ing  for busy and 
o ften iso la ted  rural w o m e n , and  a lso  offers 
great opportun ities for soc ia lis ing  and support
ing o n e  another o n lin e  and face-to-face.

There w e re  a num ber of presentations from 
Tasm an ia  describ ing  the trem endous roll-out of 
o n lin e  access in sm all com m u n ities , a result of 
N e tw o rk in g  the N a tio n  In itia tive s  and Te lstra  
activ ity . It w as also noted that a substantial p ro 
portion  —  p erh ap s m o re  than  half —  o f d e l
egates w e re  w o m e n , thus b reak ing  the stere 
o type about the internet being  for m ale 'geeks'. 
M a n y  o f the w o m e n  n o w  m anage con ten t d e 
ve lopm ent, techno logy, and innovation  in local 
com m u n itie s .

There  w as strong support for the form ation  
o f an A u s tra lia - w id e  c o m m u n ity  n e tw o rk in g  
a ll ia n c e  that co u ld  a d vo ca te  the va lu e s  o f 
'co m m u n ity  co m p u tin g  and n e tw o rk in g ', pa r
t ic u la r ly  to g o ve rn m en t p o lic y  m akers w h o  
tended to o n ly  hear from  the big p layers in g ov
ernm ent and industry.

H o w  do p u b lic  lib ra rie s  fit into  th is n ew  
ground-sw ell o f co m m u n ity  access and  ex p er
tise? L ib ra ries  are w e ll- p la ce d  g e o g rap h ic a lly  
and te ch n o lo g ic a lly  to take on the ro le o f hubs 
w ith in  c o m m u n ity  netw orks. Th is is e sp e c ia lly  
the case  in the  reg iona l con tex t w h e re  m an y  
lib rary activ it ies  are at the heart o f the co m m u 
n ity. M a n y  in fo rm atio n  a c t iv it ie s  c an n o t be 
undertaken  w ith o u t the assistance o f a sk illed  
he lper such as a lib rarian  w h o  understands the 
vagaries o f search  eng ines, and  w h o  can  take 
o ld e r users beyon d  that first ex p erie n ce  o f fear 
to fun in search ing  out fam ily  h istory o n line .

There  is trem endous po tentia l for p ro d u c 
t iv e  re la t io n sh ip s  w ith  c o m m u n ity  and  lo ca l 
groups that co u ld  support fu rther ro ll-out o f 
p u b lic  internet access, b and w id th  aggregation 
and purchase, and poo ling  o f te ch n ica l and in 
fo rm atio n  m an ag em e n t expertise . L ib ra rie s  
must be part o f this p rocess and identify  w h e re  
strengths and  sk ills  lie  and  to bring  them  to 
w o rk  in a co-opera tive  fash ion.

D e ta ils  o f the co n fe ren ce  can  be found at
h ttp ://com m un itycon ference .v icnet.net.au/. ■

Mary Clare Mahoney, BEc (Syd), ALAA
26  F e b ru a ry  1 92 5  -  12 O c to b e r  1 9 9 9

M is s  M a r y  C la r e  M a h o n e y  d ie d  s u d d e n ly  o n  12 O c to b e r .  C la r e  sp e n t a ll  h e r  w o r k 
ing  life  in  lib ra r ia n sh ip , f ir s t ly  as a  ju n io r  in th e  N e w  S o u th  W a le s  S ta te  L ib ra ry  S e r v 
ic e .  S h e  w a s  l ib r a r ia n  o f  A r m id a le  T e a c h e rs  C o l le g e  in  th e  1 9 5 0 s , a n d  la te r  
t ra n s fe r re d  to  th e  S y d n e y  T e a c h e rs  C o lle g e , w h e r e  she  w a s  d e p u ty  l ib ra r ia n s  a n d  
h e a d  c a ta lo g u e r  fo r  n e a r ly  th ir ty  yea rs . A t  a  t im e  w h e n  p ass ing  th e  R e g is tra t io n  C e r 
t if ic a t e  w a s  th e  o n ly  w a y  a  l ib r a r ia n  c o u ld  g a in  q u a l if ic a t io n s  fo r  p ro m o t io n , C la r e  
w a s  o n e  o f  a  v e r y  sm a ll te a m  w h o  se t an d  m a rk e d  th e  e x a m  p a p e rs  A u s tra l ia - w id e . 
A f t e r  h e r  r e t ire m e n t  in 1 9 8 5 , h e r  e x p e r t is e  a n d  e n th u s ia sm  fo r  b ib l io g ra p h ic  c a t a 
lo g u in g  w a s  in v a lu a b le  fo r  h e r  v o lu n ta r y  w o rk  w ith  th e  A u s tra l ia n  C a th o lic  H is to r i 
c a l S o c ie t y  a n d  th e  A s h f ie ld  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty ,  b y  w h o m  she  w i l l  be  g re a t ly  m issed .

Shirley McGlynn, Lavender Bay

Report inserted in this issue for NSW). Dix- 
son Room, State Library of NSW, 6pm. No 
motions on notice. RSVPto Jo-anne Fuller, 
ph 02 9906 6000, jojo1@ozemail.com.au 
for catering purposes.

• 8/3 NSW Library Technician section
Com m ittee meeting. Topics: Review draft 
ALIA structure response, March/April 
events & Mildura weekend workshops. 
State Library of NSW, Macquarie Street, 
Sydney. For more details contact: Kerry 
Darnell, ph 02 9715 8316, kerry.darnell@ 
tafensw.edu.au

9-10/3 Australian Copyright Industry 
Alliance. Putting works to rights, a confer
ence to evaluate and implement the IN- 
DECS metadata schema for trading intellec
tual property online. Hosted by APRA, 
Screenrights and CAL for the international 
INDECS project. Contact: CAL, ph 02 9394 
7600, info@copyright.com.au or visit http:/ 
/www.copyright.com.au/seminars.htm

• 11/3 NSW Library Technician sec
tion. Upgrading your qualifications —  in
form ation session. Speakers: Katherine 
Raper, UTS course; Karen Green, CSU 
course; Kevin Dudeney, Curtin Uni; Me
redith Martinelli, ECU. UTS, Dept of Infor
mation Studies, Broadway (to be con
firmed), 1pm, free, refreshments provided. 
Contact: Kerry Darnell, ph 02 9715 8316, 
kerry.darnell@tafensw.edu.au

• 20-21/5 Joint NSW 8i Vic Library 
Technician sections. M ildura  w eekend  
workshop. Various topics and speakers. 
Further details to be advised. The Grand 
Hotel, Mildura. Contact: Kerrie Kelly, ph 03 
9669 9721, kerriek@slv.vic.gov.au

14-16/6 APA Australian Book Fair,
Sydney Exhibition Centre. Leading trade 
fair for the book industry in Australia. Fea
tures new releases, seminars, Awards and 
more than 120 exhibitors, Contact: Exper
tise Events, ph 02 9939 4445, fx 02 9939 
4229, leannef@expertiseevents.com.au

Q l d
5-8/3 Qld Public Libraries Associa
tion. A nnual conference: Libraries in the 
21st Century: Critical Com munity Connec
tions. Novotel Twin Waters Resort, Mud- 
jimba. Contact: Lyndall Osborne, Confer
ence Convenor, Maroochy Libraries, PO Box 
76, Nambour QLD 4560. ph 07 5475 
8950;,fx 07 5475 8959, osbornel® 
maroochy.qld.gov.au

V ic
•  7/2 Home Library Service SIG meet
ing. Yarra Plenty Regional Library, Ferris 
Boulevarde, South Morang, 10am. Contact: 
Marie McMahon, ph 03 9401 0725.

• 10/2 Vic Public Libraries section. A n 
nual G eneral M eeting . GEAC Computers, 
35 Miles Street, Southbank. New members
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