
The
search engine 
with a smile
Australian Library W eek at Southern Cross University Library

T o ce lebrate  Austra lian Library 
W eek, Southern Cross University 
L ib ra ry  hosted a special c h a l

lenge to a ll staff on campus, asking 
them  to  respond to  an e-m ail title d , 
'Books are dead '. In the e -m a il, we 
asked our colleagues what they thought 
o f the them e, 'L ib ra ries here fo r the 
long ru n ' and the role o f the m odern 
un ivers ity  lib rary in general. W e asked

In  b r ie f ...

N ew director 
for booksellers 
Association
Kath leen M apperson has been 
appo in ted  as executive d ire c to r 
o f the Austra lian Booksellers As
so c ia tio n . Ms M apperson has 
had a va ried  career, w h ic h  in 
cludes experience in m arketing, 
m arke t research and hum an re 
sources. She was manager o f the 
Centre fo r Behavioural Research 
a t the  A n ti-C a n ce r C ou n c il o f 
V ic to r ia , and was m ore recently  
a sen io r execu tive  o f V illage  
R oadshow  L im ited . Kath leen is 
'e xc ite d  by the prospect o f m ak
ing  the Associa tion  as dynam ic  
and re levant as possib le .' ■

A  c a n v a s  re p lic a  o f  o n e  o f  th e  A L IA  
p o s tc a r d s  p r o d u c e d  to  p r o m o te  

A u s t r a l ia n  L ib ra r y  W e e k  w a s  c e n t r a l  to  a n  
e x h ib it io n  s h o w c a s in g  u n iv e r s it y  s t a f f  

a t t i t u d e s  to  th e  l ib r a r y

w hat they thought about the future o f 
libraries and of the services we offered 
at Southern Cross U nivers ity  Library.

The responses varied in o p in io n , 
fo rm at and content but there was an 
overa ll and thorough defence o f the 
book and it's 'b o d ily ',  'm a te ria l' and 
even 'heaven ly ' existance in the place 
we have all come to know, respect and 
seek out, known as 'the lib ra ry '. Each 
response was prin ted and became part 
o f an e xh ib it w h ich  inc luded books 
about books and cybe r-p rin t te ch n o l
ogy and a large canvas rep lica  o f an 
ALIA postcard 'H ere for the long run '. 
A ll w h o  pa rtic ipa ted  received ALIA 
postcards and a chance to w in  a 
$25.00 book voucher.

As part o f the ir ow n ALW  celebra
tions, the Coffs Harbour campus library 
called for c lien t response to the lib ra r
ian stereotype in o rder to challenge, 
'tha t repertoire o f stereotypes that peo
ple carry deep in the ir heads' (Mairead 
Browne, inCite, M arch 2000, p4). The 
w in n in g  response was from  a student, 
'A  librarian —  the search engine w ith  a 
sm ile '.

Sharon H ill, Southern Cross University

IT’S THE THINGS 
YOU
THAT MAKE THE

Behind every successful library, 
chances are you'll find LIBERO 
Library Management Software. 
That's because LIBERO comes 
programmed w ith more 
features librarians demand. Like 
Web Enabled, Image Processing, 
Streamlined Circulation, Fully 
Windows Compatible, and User 
Driven Reports and Statistics. 
So, let us show you the 
difference LIBERO can make 
to your library management 
system. Call Insight Informatics 
on 07 3356 3631 fo r a FREE 
demonstration.
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W i n d o w s  I n t e r n e t

T h e  A t h e n a  G e n e r a t i o n  

o f  L i b r a r y  M a n a g e m e n t  
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