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I n F e b ru a ry  1 9 9 9  I started  as a g ra d u 
a te  A u s tra l ia n  p u b l ic  s e r v ic e  o f f ic e r  
w ith  th e  N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s  o f A u s 

tra lia . A s a lib ra r ia n , I fe lt lu c k y  to h ave  
b een  s e le c te d  fro m  an  u n d o u b te d ly  
w e ll- q u a l if ie d  f ie ld .  FH o w e ve r I w a s  
soon to  lea rn  tha t I w a s  not the  o n ly  li 
b ra rian  to  'c ro s s  o v e r ' to a rc h iv e s , no r 
am  I l ik e ly  to b e  the  last. T h e  A rc h iv e s  
is fu ll o f l ib r a r ia n s  w h o  h a v e  b ee n  
s tim u la ted  b y  the  d iffe re n ce s  an d  s im i
la r itie s  b e tw e e n  the  tw o  p ro fess io n s .

W o r k in g  w ith  th e  N a t io n a l  A r 
c h iv e s  has b e e n  a fa n ta s t ic  d e v e lo p 
m enta l o p p o r tu n ity  fo r m e, p e rs o n a lly  
and  p ro fe s s io n a lly .  L ib ra r ie s  a n d  a r 
c h iv e s  h a v e  m a n y  c o m m o n  g o a ls  and  
ch a lle n g e s . B y  sh a rin g  o u r e x p e r ie n c e s  
and  b ro a d e n in g  o u r k n o w le d g e , b o th  
p ro fe ss io n s  (a n d  th e ir  p ro fe s s io n a ls ) 
can  b en efit.

T h e  N a t io n a l A r c h iv e s  o f A u s tra lia  
c o lle c ts  th e  re co rd s  o f  th e  C o m m o n 
w e a lth  G o v e rn m e n t  a n d  m a k e s  th em  
a v a ila b le  to  the p u b lic  o n c e  the reco rds 
are  th irty  y e a rs  o ld . T h e y  a lso  d e v e lo p  
and  p ro v id e  re co rd - k e e p in g  a d v ic e  to 
g o ve rn m e n t a g e n c ie s . M o s t  re co rd s  in 
the c o l le c t io n  a re  file s , bu t so m e  a re  
p h o to g rap h s , posters , m ap s , a r c h i t e c 
tural d ra w in g s , f ilm s , sc rip ts , m u s ic a l 
scores and  so u n d  reco rd ing s . T h e re  a re  
a lso  o d d it ie s  su ch  as 'H a w k e  —  S a u 
sage M a k in g  E q u ip m e n t ' an d  th e  b it o f 
stum p e n g ra ve d  m a n y  tim es  w ith  's a ve  
the tree s ' w h ic h  is s ta m p e d  as 'r e 
c e iv e d ' b y  th e  m a il ro o m  o f a g o v e rn 
m ent d e p a rtm e n t. T h e  c o l le c t io n  is an 
ex ce lle n t re so u rce  for the  stu dy  o f A u s 
tra lian  h is to ry  an d  so c ie ty . It is h o u sed  
in reposito ries a ro u n d  the co u n try , w ith  
the h ead  o ff ic e  in C a n b e rra  and  o ffices  
in each  S ta te  c a p ita l a n d  in D a rw in .

E a c h  y e a r ,  th e  N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s  
e m p lo y s  a b o u t  th re e  g ra d u a te s  in the  
C a n b e rra  o f f ic e  —  a n d  o c c a s io n a l ly  
o n e  in e a c h  o f  the  S y d n e y  a n d  M e l 
b o u rn e  o ffice s  as w e ll ,  as w a s  th e  c ase  
last y e a r . T h e  g ra d u a te  p ro g ra m  runs 
for a year, at the  en d  o f w h ic h  w e  w e re  
ab so rb ed  as o n g o in g  o ffic e rs . P a r t ic i 
pants w e re  g ive n  the  o p p o r tu n ity  to  ex 
p e r ie n ce  th e  fu ll ran g e  o f tasks u n d e r 
taken  b y  th e  A rc h iv e s .  T h is  in c lu d e d  
a c t iv it ie s  su ch  as p re s e rv a t io n , re fe r 
en ce , a r ra n g e m e n t  a n d  d e s c r ip t io n  
(akin to ca ta lo g u in g ), c o lle c t io n  re v ie w , 
research  a n d  p o lic y  d e v e lo p m e n t, a d 
v is ing  g o ve rn m e n t a g e n c ie s  on  re c o rd 
k ee p in g , a p p ra is a l a n d  d is p o s a l o f

re co rd s , an d  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in p ro m o 
t io n a l e v e n ts  lik e  th e  F a m ily  H is to r y  
F a ir. In a d d it io n , w e  c o m p le te d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  sh o rt c o u rs e s  re la te d  to 
w o rk in g  in the A u s tra lian  p u b lic  se rv ice  
and  a tte n d e d  va r io u s  c o n fe re n c e s  an d  
sem ina rs .

I c a m e  in to  th is  jo b  k n o w in g  v e r y  
little  a b o u t a rc h iv e s  —  w h a t  th e y  c o l 
lect, w h a t  th e y  do. A fte r c o m p le tin g  the 
g ra d u a te  p ro g ra m  I n o w  k n o w  a lo t 
a b o u t th e  N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s ,  bu t a ls o  
ab ou t o th e r g o ve rn m en t, business, e d u 
c a t io n a l  a n d  sm a ll a r c h iv e s  a ro u n d  
A u s tra lia  an d  the  w o r ld . I h a v e  e s ta b 
lish e d  c o n ta c ts  w ith  o f f ic e rs  in m a n y  
o th e r g o ve rn m e n t d ep a rtm en ts , w h ic h  
a re  a lso  e x c e lle n t  p o te n t ia l so u rce s  o f 
in fo rm a tio n . Fo r a p e rso n  w h o  go t in to  
th is p ro fess io n  b e c a u s e  she  lo ves  h e lp 
ing  p e o p le  f in d  th e  in fo rm a t io n  th e y  
need , th is is v e ry  e x c it in g  k n o w le d g e  to 
h a v e . T h e  g e n e ra l p u b l ic  h as l im ite d  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  d if fe re n c e s  b e 
tw e e n  l ib ra r ie s  a n d  a rc h iv e s . In fo rm a 
tion  p ro fe ss io n a ls  w ith  a b ro ad  k n o w l
ed g e  o f re so u rces  c an  m o re  e a s ily  re fe r 
re se a rc h e rs  to  th e  m o st a p p ro p r ia te  
p la c e .

O th e r  a re a s  o f o u r  w o rk  c a n  a ls o  
b e n e f it  fro m  b ro a d e r  p ro fe s s io n a l 
k n o w le d g e . B y  w o rk in g  in a s im ila r  
f ie ld  w ith  a s lig h tly  d iffe ren t fo cu s , yo u  
c an  o ften  v ie w  lo n g s tan d in g  issues in a 
n e w  light. A r c h iv e s  a n d  l ib ra r ie s  h a v e  
so m e  c o m m o n  g o a ls  a n d  c h a l le n g e s . 
W e  a re  d e v e lo p in g  n e w  sys te m s  to  
m a n a g e  an in c re a s in g  a m o u n t  o f in fo r 
m a t io n  in e le c t r o n ic  fo rm a ts . W e  a re  
re f in in g  th e  m e th o d s  u sed  to  c la s s ify  
and  d e s c r ib e  re co rd s  an d  m an u scr ip ts . 
W e  s tru g g le  to  p re s e rv e  item s w h ic h  
b e c o m e  fra g ile  w ith  ag e  a n d  use. W e  
a re  fa c e d  w ith  issu es su ch  as 
o u tso u rc in g , c h a rg in g  o f fees an d  c o n 
t in u a l ju s t if ic a t io n  o f th e  s e rv ic e s  w e  
p ro v id e . A lth o u g h  a rch iv is ts  an d  lib ra r
ian s  m a y  d if fe r  o n  so m e  o f th e  f in e r  
p o in ts  o f  w h a t  is m o st im p o rta n t  —  
b o th  p ro fe ss io n s  c a n  b e n e f it  fro m  th e  
sh a rin g  o f k n o w le d g e  an d  e x p e r ie n c e . 
W h y  in v e n t th e  w h e e l tw ic e ,  w h e n  w e  
c an  c o m b in e  o u r efforts to in v e n t  o n e  
'g e n e ra l p u rp o s e ' w h e e l w h ic h  c a n  be 
a d a p te d  fo r s p e c if ic  uses —  b ic y c le  
w h e e l (a rc h iv e s  re tr ie v a l sys te m ); bus 
w h e e l ( l ib ra ry  re tr ie v a l sys tem ). W o r k 
ing  in a n o th e r  f ie ld  m a y  o ffe r  a n e w  
p e rs p e c t iv e  o n  o ld  p ro b le m s  a n d  h e lp  
b reak  d o w n  the b arriers to co-opera tion

tha t c a n  d e v e lo p  b e tw e e n  re la ted  p ro 
fess ions.

A rc h iv e s  e x p e r ie n c e  c an  be  a g reat 
c a re e r  m o v e  fo r a lib ra r ia n . A u s tra lia  is 
a w o r ld  le a d e r  in a r c h iv a l  th e o ry  an d  
the  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f n e w  system s. T h e  
b en e fits  o f b ro a d e r  p ro fess io n a l k n o w l
e d g e  c a n n o t  b e  o v e rs ta te d , a n d  the  
b ro a d e n in g  p ro cess  is both  c h a lle n g in g  
an d  re fresh in g . L ik e  the  lib ra ry , the  a r 
c h iv e s  h as a s e c t io n  fo r e v e r y o n e  —  
w h e th e r  y o u  a re  re co rd - focussed , user- 
fo cu sse d  o r s y s te m - fo cu sse d ! I fo u n d  
th e  N a t io n a l  A r c h iv e s  g ra d u a te  p ro 
g ram  p a r t ic u la r ly  b e n e f ic ia l  b e c a u s e  
y o u  a re  e x p o se d  to  a ll k in d s  o f tasks, 
m a k e  m a n y  v a lu a b le  c o n ta c ts  an d  a re  
s t ro n g ly  e n c o u ra g e d  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in 
d is cu ss io n  a n d  d eb a te .

If yo u  th in k  yo u  m a y  be interested , 
c h e c k  the  N a t io n a l A rc h iv e s  w e b s ite  
( h t t p : / / n a a . g o v . a u / a b o u t / h t m l /  
em p loym ent.h tm ), Public Service Gazette 
(h ttp ://w w w .p sg aze tte .g o v .au / ) an d  R e 
cru itm en t Se rv ic e s  A ustra lia  (h ttp ://w w w . 
dew rsb .gov.au/group_lm ps/rsa/) for m ore 
in fo rm ation . ■

Do you want to 
work in Canada?

Katy Nelson, a 
Canadian librarian is 

interested in a six 
month job exchange 
with an Australian 

librarian.

She has a science 
background and would 

like to work in a 
university library. 

Anyone interested in 
contacting Katy can do 
so in the first instance 

by e-mail to Sandy 
Slade, Document 

Delivery Librarian at the 
University of Victoria, 

British Columbia. 
Sandy's e-mail address 

is als@uvic.ca
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