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Our interest in the 
funding grants stems 
from a concept proposal 
for co-operative research 
with the Australian  
Council for Educational 
Research into the 
relationships between 
student use o f school 
libraries and student 
learning outcomes...

Libraries and learning
F or a lm o st a y e a r  the  A sso c ia t io n  has e a 

g e r ly  a w a ite d  the re lease  b y  the Fed era l 
D e p a r tm e n t  o f E d u c a t io n , T ra in in g  and  

Y o u th  A ffa irs  (D E T Y A )  o f the  g u id e lin e s  for 
g ran ts  fo r  n a t io n a l l i t e r a c y  s tra teg ie s  an d  
p ro je cts . T h e  o b je c t iv e  o f the  gran ts is to  re 
se arch  an d  im p le m e n t  stra teg ic  n a t io n a l in i
t ia t iv e s  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n ts  in l it e r a c y  an d  
n u m e ra c y  id e n tifie d  b y  the M in is te r . T h e  lat
est a n t ic ip a te d  re le a se  t im e  is late Ju ly / e a r ly  
A u g u st. T h e  s c h e d u l in g  o f th e  s e c o n d  N a 
t io n a l L ite ra c y  W e e k  fo r 28  A ug u st to  1 S e p 
te m b e r  (3 - 1 0  S e p te m b e r  in V ic to r ia )  [see 
p 2 9] g ive s  h o p e  fo r th e ir  re le ase  so o n . T h e  
ru m o u r  is th a t  th e  g u id e lin e s  w i l l  fa v o u r  
fu n d in g  fo r c o m m u n ity  g roups such  as A L IA .

O u r  in terest in th e  fu n d in g  grants stem s 
from  a c o n c e p t  p ro p o sa l d e v e lo p e d  in 1 998 
fo r co - o p e ra tive  re sea rch  w ith  the A u s tra lian  
C o u n c i l  fo r  E d u c a t io n a l  R e s e a rc h  (A C E R )  
in to  the re la t io n sh ip s  b e tw e e n  student use o f 
s c h o o l l ib ra r ie s  a n d  s tu d e n t le a rn in g  o u t 
c o m e s . A L IA  h as a lo n g  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  
A C E R  g o in g  b a ck  to  the  19 3 0 's  an d  1 9 4 0 's  
th rough  the  C a rn e g ie  C o rp o ra tio n . A C E R  has 
in te r n a t io n a l ly  a c k n o w le d g e d  e d u c a t io n a l  
re se a rc h  e x p e r t is e  a n d  h ig h  s ta n d in g  as a 
re sea rch  o rg a n isa t io n .

T h e  p ro p o se d  re se a rch  a im s  to  id e n tify  
a n d  m e a su re  th e  im p a c t  o f s c h o o l lib ra r ie s  
an d  re so u rce  cen tres  on  the  s tuden t lea rn in g  
o u tc o m e s  in p r im a ry  an d  s e co n d a ry  sch o o ls  
in A u s tra l ia .  If a p o s it iv e  re la t io n s h ip  b e 
tw e e n  the  tw o  is id e n tif ie d , th is c o u ld  in f lu 
e n c e  the c o m m itm e n t  o f fu n d in g  b o d ie s  and  
th e  s c h o o l to  su p p o r tin g  g o o d  le a rn in g  re 
so u rces  p rog ram s, p a r t ic u la r ly  g iven  the  fed 
e ra l g o v e rn m e n t 's  push  fo r g o ve rn m e n t  and  
n o n - g o v e rn m e n t  s c h o o ls  to m e e t n a t io n a l 
targets fo r l ite racy , and  a n e w  fu n d in g  m od e l 
w h ic h  a im s to d is tr ib u te  m o re  funds to those 
s c h o o ls  m ost in n eed .

it is b ased  on  tw o  stud ies :

1 .A  stu dy  u n d e rta k e n  b y  K e ith  C u rry  La n ce , 
L y n d a  W e lb o rn ,  an d  C h r is t in e  H am ilto n -  
P e n n e ll  o f C o lo ra d o , U S A , in th e ir  report 
The impact of school library media centers 
on academic achievement (C a s t le  R o ck , 
C o lo ra d o : H i W i l l o w  R e se a rch  an d  P u b 
lish in g , 1 9 9 3 ). T h is  s tu d y  p ro v id e s  e v i 
d e n c e  o f  th e  p o s it iv e  im p a c t  o f l ib ra ry  
m e d ia  cen tres  on  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  
in 221 C o lo ra d o  p u b lic  sch oo ls  d u rin g  the 
1 9 8 8 - 8 9  sch o o l y e a r . A c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e 
m ent is m easu red  th rou g h  the Io w a  Test o f 
B a s ic  S k ills  ( IT B S )  o r the Tests o f A c h ie v e 
m en t an d  P ro f ic ie n c y  (T A P ) in Ju n io r  and  
M id d le  Y ea rs . In o u r 1997 su b m iss io n  to 
the Sen a te  In q u iry  in to  the Status o f T e a c h 
ers w e  re c o m m e n d e d  tha t th is re sea rch  be

re p lica te d  in A u s tra lia  to  co n s id e r  the  re la 
t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  sch o o l lib ra r ie s  an d  stu 
d en t lea rn in g  o u tco m es . T h e  study find ings 
in d ic a te  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f lib ra ry  m e d ia  
e x p e n d itu re s , th e  a v a i la b i l i t y  o f q u a l it y  
staff, an d  a cce s s  to  c o l le c t io n  re so u rces  to 
p ro m o t in g  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t .  T h e  
im p o rta n ce  o f the lib ra ry  m e d ia  sp e c ia lis t 's  
in s tru c tio n a l ro le  is a lso  ve rif ied . T h e  study 
d em on stra tes  that 's tud en ts  at sch o o ls  w ith  
b e tte r  fu n d e d  l ib ra r ie s  te n d  to a c h ie v e  
h ig h e r  a v e ra g e  test s co re s , w h e th e r  th e ir  
s ch o o ls  an d  c o m m u n it ie s  a re  r ich  o r p o o r 
an d  w h e th e r  ad u lts  in th e  c o m m u n ity  a re  
w e l l  o r p o o r ly  e d u c a t e d '. (p .9 3 ) I u n d e r 
stand  tha t w o rk  is u n d e rw a y  to u p d a te  the  
fin d in g s .

2 .Mapping literacy achievement. R esu lts  o f 
th e  1996  N a t io n a l S c h o o l Eng lish  L ite ra c y  
S u rv e y  und e rtaken  by G e o f f  N  M aste rs  and  
M a rg a re t  Fo rster o f A C E R  for the M a n a g e 
m e n t C o m m itte e  fo r th e  N a t io n a l S c h o o l 
En g lish  L ite ra c y  S u rv e y . T h e  repo rt m ap s  
the b road  range o f lite ra cy  a ch ie ve m e n ts  o f 
Y e a r  3 a n d  Y e a r  5 s tu d e n ts  in A u s tra l ia n  
s ch o o ls . T h e  f in d in g s  in d ic a te  that 'w h e re  
te a ch e rs  m a d e  g rea te r u se  o f a s c h o o l l i 
b ra ry  o r s c h o o l c o m p u te rs , s tu d e n ts ' 
a c h ie v e m e n ts  in m o st stran ds  w e re  
h ig h e r . '(p 2 0 5 ) Ex te n s ive  use o f the  s ch o o l 
lib ra ry  w a s  the  m ost s ig n if ica n t sch o o l and  
te a c h e r  v a r ia b le ,  w ith  a d if fe re n c e  o f  as 
m a n y  as 2 7  p o in ts  to  s tu d e n ts ' l it e r a c y  
a c h ie v e m e n ts  w h e n  c o m p a re d  w ith  n o n 
use o f the  lib ra ry .

T h e  in it ia l p ro p o sa l w a s  fo r the re sea rch  
to  f o l lo w  up  o n  the  s c h o o ls  in th e  A C E R  
m a p p in g  re sea rch  and  a d d  s e c o n d a ry  years , 
as in th e  C o lo ra d o .  It w o u ld  be d e v e lo p e d  
b ased  on  th e  s tand ard s m e asu res  a p p lie d  in 
the tw o  studies and  m eth od s a v a ila b le  w ith in  
the  A u s tra lia n  e d u c a t io n  system .

T h e  p ro p o se d  o u tc o m e s  w e re  to:

1. Id e n t ify  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  l ib ra ry  an d  in fo r
m a t io n  s e rv ic e s  w ith in  th e  s c h o o l as a 
p o s it iv e  fa c to r  in a c h ie v in g  l ite ra c y  a n d  
in fo rm a t io n  l ite ra c y  s ta n d a rd s , as m e a s 
u red  b y  p ro file s  o r n a t io n a l b e n ch m ark s .

2. D e m o n stra te  the s ig n if ic a n ce  o f lib ra ry  and  
in fo rm a tio n  se rv ic e s  w ith in  the  s c h o o l to 
stu den t a c h ie v e m e n t  in l ite ra c y  and  in fo r
m a tio n  lite ra c y .

3. D e m o n s tra te  the  im p o rta n ce  o f lib ra ry  and  
in fo rm a tio n  se rv ice s  a n d  staff to the te a c h 
ing  and  le a rn in g  p ro g ram .

N o w  w e  w a it  to see w h a t  o p p o r tu n it ie s  
th e  g u id e lin e s  p ro v id e  fo r re sea rch  su ch  as 
th is o r o th e r e l ig ib le  p ro p o sa ls . ■
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