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Sin ce  they first appeared  in schools in 
the m id d le  1950s, teacher- lib rarians 
have seen it as a significant part of their 

ro le to bring resources and users together to 
e n h a n ce  their teach ing  and learn ing. They  
h ave  done  this by keep ing  abreast of the 
chang ing  media in w h ich  information is pre
sented, and by keeping in c lose  touch w ith  
w h a t teachers are teaching, w h a t resources 
w o u ld  be needed to support that teaching, 
and w h a t inform ation skills students w o u ld  
need  to e ffec tive ly  access those resources 
for their assignm ent w ork.

O v e r  the past ten or m ore years there 
have  been a num ber of sign ificant d eve lop 
m ents and changes in cu rr icu lu m  d o cu 
ments used in V icto rian  schools, cu lm ina t
ing in the Curricu lum  Standards Fram eworks 
lead ing into the V icto rian  Certificate of Edu
cation  (VC E). In these latter docum ents there 
has been a h eavy em phasis on ind iv idua l, 
independent, investigative learning. For suc
cess in this type of learn ing a w id e  range of 
resources is required, know ledge of informa
tion skills is a must and assistance in inter
preting  resources should  be a va ilab le . 
Teacher-librarians have recognised these ne
cessities, and, although neither they nor the 
resources they p rov id e  w e re  s p e c ific a lly  
m entioned  in the cu rr icu lu m  docum ents, 
they unpacked  those docum ents in such a 
w a y  as to p rov id e  these se rv ices to the ir 
school com m unities.

The latest change to the V C E , a n ew  set 
of study designs be ing  im p lem ented  this 
year, seemed at first g lance to de-emphasise 
these skills. It is not surprising then that the 
V ic to rian  Schoo ls Section  of the Australian  
L ib rary  and In fo rm ation  A ssoc ia tion  at an 
early  stage in the year hosted a w orkshop  to 
d issect som e of these study designs w ith  a 
v iew  to finding out w hat resources m ight be 
required, and how  they might best be pro 
vided  to teachers and students.

The w orkshop , held  in the L ib ra ry  R e 
source C en tre  of Santa  M a ria  C o llege , 
N orthcote on Saturday 25 M arch  2000, was 
opened  w ith  a V ic to r ian  Board  of Stud ies 
o ve rv iew  presented by John Firth.

John  presented a c le a r a cco u n t o f the 
changes w h ich  the study designs have incor
porated, em phasised the difficulties teachers 
w e re  facing  in its im p lem entation  and d e 
scribed w ays in w h ich  the im p lem entation  
w as occurring. This presentation and ques
tions from  the floor strongly suggested a 
m ove aw ay  from the ind iv idua l, independ 
ent, investigative learn ing outcom es w h ich

had been such a feature of the previous V C E  
cu rricu la . John  m ainta ined  that this w as not 
the intention, that these outcom es w ere  still 
possib le but that there w as less em phasis on 
'in d iv id u a l' w h e re  it m eant m uch of the 
w o rk  being done outside the school setting.

This set the scene w e ll for the next ses
sion in w h ich  Sandra Ryan  of Santa M aria  
C o lleg e  and Robyn  Griffiths of Yarra V a lle y  
G ra m m ar S cho o l p resented a m odel for 
resourcing the learning outcom es of the new  
V C E  based on an ou tco m e for a unit from 
the English Study D esign . It b ecam e c le a r 
that not on ly  did the ou tcom es requ ire re
sources, but there w e re  m any resources 
a va ilab le  to support them.

After an excellent m orning tea the w o rk 
shop partic ipants broke into four groups to 
ap p ly  the m odel deve lop ed  by Sandra and 
Robyn  to outcom es for particu lar units from 
the Study Designs for Psycho logy, EHistory/ 
Revo lution , B io logy  and H ealth  and Hum an 
D eve lopm ent. So lid  w ork  by the groups and 
their leaders p roduced  com prehensive  lists 
of possib le resources to support the chosen 
outcom es. At the end of the day these find 
ings w e re  shared by the w h o le  group.

The w orkshop dem onstrated very c learly  
that the skills of teacher-librarians in the pro
vision of resources to support curricu lum  are 
a live  and w e ll and as relevant to current cur
ricu lum  m odels as they have been to those 
of the past. M em bers of the w orkshop  w ent 
a w a y  from it full of ideas for w ays in w h ich  
ou tcom es from  other units in o ther Study 
D esigns co u ld  be w e ll supported  w ith  re
sources. So the schools w h o  supported their 
teacher- lib ra rians in com in g  to the w o rk 
shop have a ready resource to support their 
V C E  teaching. ■
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rah Steed , pub lic ity  officer, ph 02 9806 
5159, fx 02 9806  5919, s s teed @  
p arracity .nsw .gov.au

• 27/11 NSW School Libraries sec
tion. End o f year function. Venue: to be 
advised . C o n tact: Ian M cLean , ph 02 
9886 7501 (w ), ia n .m c le a n @ d e t.n sw . 
edu.au

•  29/11 NSW Children &  Youth Serv
ices section. Committee meeting, every
body w e lco m e. Bu rw ood  Public Library, 
6pm. For further inform ation, please con 
tact: Sarah Steed, publicity officer, ph 02 
9806 5159, fx 02 9806 5919, ss teed@  
parrac ity .nsw .gov.au

N T
•  16/8 NT Branch. General meeting. NT- 
LIS W inne llie , corner A lbatross and W itte  
Streets, 4 :30pm . For further inform ation 
contact: Linda W inzar, ph 08 8999 8931, 
fx 08 8999 8998, linda.w inzar@ nt.gov.au

•  13/9 NT Branch. General meeting. NT- 
LIS N ational M utua l, 4:30pm . For further 
inform ation contact: Linda W inzar, ph 08 
8999 8931 , fx 08 8999  8998, 
lind a.w inzar@ n t.go v.au

• 18/10 NT Branch. General meeting. 
NTLIS Nationa l M utua l, 4 :30pm . For fur
ther inform ation contact: Linda W inzar, ph 
08 8999 8931 , fx 08 8999 8998, 
lind a.w inzar@ n t.go v.au

• 15/11 NT Branch. AGM. NTU, 
4 :30pm . For fu rther inform ation contact: 
Linda W in za r, ph 08 8999 8931, fx 08 
8999 8998, lind a.w inzar@ n t.go v.au

Q L D
•  8/8 Qld Special Libraries section.
Tour o f the Masonic Centre and Library. 
Learn the secrets of the M a so n s !! 311 
Ann Street, B r isb ane, 4 :30pm , m eet in 
foyer. Further netw ork ing at E llio tt's  Cafe 
Bar next door to the Centre. RSVP by 4/8 
to: Greg O vens, ph 07 3234 1058, 
g rego ry_o vens@ hea lth .q ld .gov .au

• 8/8-14/11 Qld Library Technicians 
section. General meeting. Venue: to be 
advised, 5:30pm  for 6pm. 8/8, 10/10, 14/ 
11 —  A G M . For further inform ation con
tact: Yvonne Brock , ph 07 3896 2229, 
yvonne.b rock@ acgs.q ld .ed u .au

• 9/8 Qld Branch 8i Qld UCRLS sec
tion. Subject gateways and metadata 
seminar and workshop. G uest speaker: 
Debb ie Cam p bell, NLA , fo llo w ed  by a 
panel d iscussion  and  a hands-on w o rk 
shop. Q UT G a rd en s  Point, 8 :45am . For 
m ore in form ation  contact: W en d y  Hoyle, 
w .hoy le@ m ailb ox .gu .ed u .au  or Claire Hill, 
c .h ill@ lib ra ry .uq .ed u .au

• 11/9-27/11 Qld Branch. Committee 
meeting. B risbane Adm in istrative Centre, 
Conference Room, Level 6, Corner George 
and Ann Stree t, B risb ane City, 4-6pm . 
11/9, 27/11 —  plus A G M . For further in
fo rm ation  con tact: Kathryn Harding, ph 
0409 642 152, fx 07 3864  2014, 
k .hard ing@ q u t.ed u .au

• 29/9 Qld Public Libraries section 
Committee meeting and seminar—  all wel-
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