
Sporting library 
benefits whole community
Sandy Hansen, Burke Shire Sporting Library

In Ju ly  1999 the Burke Sh ire  Sporting 
L ib rary  com m enced  operation . The 
library w as established through funds 

from an innovation grant from the State 
L ib ra ry  of Q u ee ns lan d . The serv ice , 
w h ich  com p lem en ts a n ew  ou tdoor 
sporting facility, loans sporting eq u ip ­
m ent that w o u ld  o therw ise  not be af­
fo rdab le  and enab les ind igenous and 
iso lated  youth  to p artic ip a te  in team  
and com m un ity  sports.

Burke Shire Library provides for ap ­
p rox im ate ly  400 peop le . A p p ro x i­
m ately half of the Sh ire 's residents live 
on isolated rural properties. Burke Shire 
L ib ra ry  responded  to a com m u n ity  
need by p rovid ing  young peop le  w ith  
positive  activ it ie s  and in trod uc ing  
them  to the lib rary 's facilities.

The Sh ire  of Bu rke  is located  in 
north w est Q u ee n s la n d  at the 
bottom  of the G u lf  of 

C arpen ta ria . It covers  a geog rap h ica l 
area of 41 802 square kilom etres and 
serves a popu la tion  of rough ly  400. 
There  are tw o  m ain com m u n itie s : 
Burketow n, w ith  a popu la tion  of 175, 
and G regory D ow ns w ith  a population  
of twenty-five. W ith in  the Shire, but ex­
c luded  from C o u n c il's  m anagem ent is 
the Doom adgee Aborig inal C om m unity 
C o un c il w h ich  has a popu lation  of ap ­
prox im ately 1 500.

The charac te r of the Sh ire  is p re ­
do m inan tly  rural, the m ajor com m er-

S e tt in g  u p  th e  s p o r t in g  l ib r a r y
It w as determ ined  that the equ ipm ent 
in the co lle c tio n  shou ld  com p lem en t 
the sports that cou ld  be p layed  on the 
new  council-built multi-purpose courts 
as w e ll as w hat local sporting carn iva ls 
required. O n ly  quality  equ ipm ent was 
purchased: a decis ion  w h ich  has paid 
d ividends w ith  all the equ ipm ent stand­
ing up to a lm ost constant use, w ith  lit­
tle or no m a in ta inance  required.

The sporting equ ipm ent is stored in 
large p ro tec tive  m o b ile  w ire  baskets 
w h ich  are kept inside the library. Ind i­
v id ua l items are a va ila b le  for loan, as 
w e ll as sport kits for team  sports like 
c rick e t and soft-ball. A ll the sporting 
equ ipm ent is in d iv id u a lly  labe led  and 
c le a r ly  recognisab le.

c ia l activ ites consist of cattle, tourism , 
fishing and recently the developm ent of 
the Pasm inco  C entury m ine.

The Sh ire of Burke is also hom e to 
the 'M o rn in g  G lo ry ' roll c lo u d  fo rm a­
tions that extend from horizon to hori­
zon in a long arc. Recent studies have 
show n  the M o rn in g  G lo ry  fo rm ations 
often extend in length for o ve r 1000 
kilometres. Burketow n is one of the few  
p laces in the w o rld  w here  one can  w it ­
ness such m etero log ical phenom enon. 
For in fo rm ation  on the shire, or the 
M o rn in g  G lo ry  p h en om en o n  see the 
Sh ire  w eb s ite  at h ttp ://w w w . 
burkesh irecouncil.com /index.htm  ■

The library created  'consent form s' 
w h ic h  need to be com p le ted  before 
equ ipm en t can be bo rrow ed  from the 
sporting co lle c tio n . There is a lso  a 
sporting equipm ent register w h ich  cata ­
logues all of our eq u ipm en t —  each  
item is iden tified  w ith  ind iv id u a l bar 
codes. There is a sporting library 'le n d ­
ing book ' w h ich  is used in con junction  
w ith  the Q u o lls  com p u ter system  to 
keep track of the equipm ent. H ow ever, 
one of the great pleasures of w ork ing  in 
a sm all shire lib rary is the ab ility  to be 
m ore flex ib le  and in fo rm al than our 
large c ity  contem poraries —  our c lie n ­
tele is so sm all that w e  know  w h o  has 
w h a t w ith o u t the need for m uch 
bereaucracy.

A n d  th e  re a c tio n ?
The popularity of the project is obvious 
from the positive com m ents and reac­
tion, the increase in our lib rary m em ­
berships and the constan t lend ing  of 
the equ ipm ent. The response has been 
great. C lien ts  are tak ing  ca re  o f the 
equ ipm ent and returning it on tim e.

The library has seen sign ifican t in­
crease in m em bersh ip  num bers, espe­
c ia l ly  in the youn g  adu lt age group, 
one of the groups targeted in the grant.

The rural properties m em bersh ip  
has increased  by forty per cen t: the 
sporting lib rary has increased the pro­
file of the library and the lib rary 's other 
m ore traditional facilities are being uti­
lised.

The sporting library has becom e an 
integral part of the sporting fac ilitie s  
a va ilab le  in the tow n. As our sporting 
profile continues to grow  the sporting 
lib rary fac ility  w ill no doubt con tinue  
to grow  in popularity.

W ith o u t doubt the sporting lib rary 
has been a great success and a service 
to our Shire, its popu larity  continues to 
g row  and m ore uses for ou r sporting 
equ ipm ent have been sought. There is 
a strong sense of pride w ith in  our com ­
m un ity  w h en  som eth ing  is a ch ieved  
w h ic h  is o f a great benefit to us all. 
There has been no negative feed back 
on ly  positive com m ents and I be lie ve  
the strength of the library and its fa c ili­
ties w ill on ly  con tinue  to grow.

I w o u ld  like to thank the State li­
b rary for its fo rw ard  and in n o va tive  
th inking in m aking ava ilab le  funds for 
such projects. ■
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