
Congratulations 
Kathy Sharrad
W in n e r  o f the  2 0 0 0  L ib rary  T ech n ic ia n  o f th e  Y ear A w a rd

Kathy Sharrad, president of the 
A L IA ’s Library Techn ic ian 's  na
tional section has just won the sec

tion's most prestigious award.

Kathy graduated with an associate di
ploma in 1993 and has continued to up
grade her qualifications, and is currently 
studying towards her diploma.

Kathy has made a considerable con 
tribution to the advancem ent of library 
technicians in South Australia. She initi
ated and has pursued issues of equity in 
discussions w ith  the South Australian 
Comm issioner of Public Employment, in 
order to gain recognition for library tech
nicians in the A SO  stream in South Aus
tralia.

Kathy has presented several papers 
over the years at various A L IA  w o rk 
shops, and has acted as chairperson at a 
pre-conference discussion group. Her 
most recent activity was a joint presenta
tion titled 'Performance management/ap- 
praisal systems' at the A LIA  V ictoria and 
N ew  South W a les  Library Techn ic ians' 
sections workshop in M ildu ra  in M ay 
2000.

Kathy's personal achievem ent in the 
developm ent of library and information 
services in her workp lace are well docu 
mented. For the past five years Kathy has 
specialised in audiovisual services. Her 
role involves the m aintenance of some 
1200 items of equipm ent and service to 
ninety classrooms. She also provides an 
off-air broadcast service to staff and stu
dents w ith in  the A dela ide  Institute of 
TAFE. She has been instrumental in pro
vid ing networking sessions for library 
technicians and library assistants within 
LEA R N , the network of TAFE libraries 
w ith in  South Australia. Her most recent 
ach ievem ent has been the appointm ent 
as project officer on a national project 
called  AESharenet. This position brings 
with it a shared responsibility to locate, 
identify and c la rify  copyright issues on 
educational materials produced by the 
Vocational Educational Sector in SA.

Kathy has been an active member of 
A L IA  and has held executive positions at 
both state and national levels. She was 
also conference secretary for the A L IA  
national conference in Adelaide, 1998. 
Kathy's most recent ach ievem ent as

president of the National Library Techn i
cians section, was presenting a strong ar
gument and subsequently gaining ap 
proval from the A LIA  Board of Directors 
for the establishment of a annual Library 
Techn ician 's Day of celebration.

H er high standard of personal 
ach ievem ent, the record of her papers 
and conference presentations, and her 
longstanding commitment to the profes
sional association are ev idence  of her 
outstanding contribution to the advance
ment of library technicians.

W h a t Kathy has ach ieved is a ch iev 
able by all. Dedication, pride and promo
tion of our chosen profession are in us 
all. It only requires one positive step to 
start your journey to the top. Library 
Technicians stand tall.

Yvonne Brock

Mentoring diary launched

Tracey Gerritsen (WA president); Paul Genoni and Ann Ritchie

In M a y  a gathering w ith  a dual pur
pose w as held at the Brass M o n key  
H ote l in Perth . The o ccas io n  w as 

p lanned to co in c id e  w ith  a visit by Ann 
R itch ie , w h o  has recently  left Perth to 
w ork  w ith  A IM A  in Canberra.

Firstly, it w as an op po rtu n ity  for 
b ranch  p res ident T racy  G erritsen  to 
present Ann w ith  an A L IA  (W A  Branch ) 
M erit A w ard  for her services to m entor
ing in W estern  Australia. Ann has been 
invo lved  in both the ind ividual m entor
ing program  and the group m entoring 
program  in W estern  Australia, and was 
for several years the co n ve n o r of the 
W A  M en to rin g  C om m ittee . It w as 
p leasing to see that m any of those w ho  
have  benefited  from  these tw o  p ro 
gram s attended  in order to help  Ann  
ce leb rate  her aw ard .

The second purpose of the even ing  
w as to launch  a new  p ub lica tion , M y  
m entoring d iary, w h ich  A nn  has c o 
authored w ith  Paul G en o n i. The d iary 
is designed as a resource for all those 
w h o  are involved  in m entoring partner
ships. The book introduces a num ber of

the key con cep ts  and success factors 
required to get the most from m entor
ing, and it p rovides space for p a rtic i
pants to keep a d ia ry  in o rder to e n 
cou rag e  re flec tion  upon the ir 
m entoring experience.

The d ia ry  has been designed w ith  
the A L IA  C P D  m em bersh ip  category in 
m ind, and can ber used to record your 
co n tin u in g  p ro fess ional d eve lop m en t

activ ities  to ind icate co m p lia n ce  w ith  
the requirem ents of that schem e.

M y m entoring d iary  has been pub 
lished by D ocM atrix  Pty Ltd in associa 
tion w ith  A IM A  T ra in ing  and  C o n su l
tan cy  Se rv ices . C op ies are a v a ila b le  
from A IM A , P O  Box 927, D ickson A C T  
2602 for $16 [A L IA  m em bers]. D is 
counts are ava ilab le  for the purchase of 
m u ltip le  cop ies. ■
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