
ASSIG in Brisbane
The A S S IG  sem inar Serials 2000 

—  changes in the new  m illen 
nium  held  in B risb ane  in Ju ly  

w as a most successful day attended by 
nearly  seventy delegates.

Joce lyn  Priddey as keynote speaker 
set the scene for the day in her presen
tation entitled 'Seria ls life after the 1st 
of Ju ly  2000 '. For a m om ent w e  w ere  
transported back  to 1990 —  life w ith  
seria ls w as m uch less com p lex  then 
com p ared  to the issues w e  need to 
m anage today, in c lu d ing  the latest 
com plexity of the GST . In her words of 
w isdom  Jo ce lyn  rem inded  us that w e  
had recently  su rvived  Y 2 K  and so w e  
shall su rv ive  G ST . Pau l R eek ie  from 
C S IR O  fo llo w ed  the o p en ing  address 
and took us through the changes and 
im p lica tion s  that G S T  has brought to 
the serials publishing industry. Paul w ill 
be rem em bered  for add ing  the w ord  
GSTable  to our vocabu lary .

Fo llow ing  morning tea Karen Dixon 
from the Australian Taxation O ffice  and 
Tom  M arsh a ll from Custom s Tax R e 

form gave an excellent o ve rv iew  of the 
G ST  and its effect upon serials pricing 
and customs im p lications for journals 
arriving from overseas. This session cer
ta in ly  w as the h ighlight of the day as 
the aud ien ce  fired questions from  all 
d irections at these experts. O ve r lunch 
it w as particu la rly  hearten ing  to hear 
that representatives from  the serials 
trade also benefited from this session 
and that the in form ation  w as tim e ly  
and pertinent to them.

The afternoon session w as specifi
ca lly  designed to a llo w  the four m ajor 
serial subscription agents the opportu 
nity to ou tline  the changes that have 
occurred  w ith in  their organisations as 
w e  enter the n ew  m illenn iu m  and 
w here app licab le to com m ent upon the 
im pact of the G ST  on service de livery. 
O u r subscrip tion  agents w e re  repre 
sented by G a y le  V illau m e from D A  In 
form ation Serv ices; V ick i N ich o lson  
from E B S C O  Austra lia  Subscrip tion  
Services; A lf G ans from Isa-RoweCom  
Australia; and Ja y  G la isye r from Swets 
B lackw ell. All four gave first-class pres

entations that attracted a good num ber 
of aud ien ce  questions and com m ents. 
Som e highlights inc luded  G a y le  refer
ring to G S T  as the opportun ity to p ro 
v id e  'G o o d  S im p le  T im e ly ' com m u n i
ca tion ; V ick i looked  at e-com m erce 
and the active  recru itm ent of new  staff 
to the E B S C O  team ; A lf  ou tlin ed  the 
R o w eC om  revo lu tion  and the potential 
for the label of lib rarian  to be replaced 
in the future w ith  kn o w led g e  w orker; 
and Ja y  a long  w ith  the fo rm idab le task 
of being the last speaker for the day re
ferred  to the g row th  of consortia  and 
the N ESL I agreem ent.

Serials 2000  w as  an in fo rm ative, 
interactive day that w as w e ll supported 
by a w id e  range of serialists and indus
try representatives. The next A S S IG  
even t w ill c o in c id e  w ith  A L IA 2 0 0 0  in 
O ctober. A  look at the future d irections 
in seria ls w ill  be the m ain  focus —  
p lease con tact the con ference  organ is
ers, or c h e ck  the co n fe ren ce  w ebs ite  
for further details

Jenni Jeremy, convenor, ASSIC
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