
Tasmanian technicians meet in Campbell Town
T he T A L IA T ecs  (Tasm anian  A L IA  

L ib ra ry  T e ch n ic ia n s ) held a 
m in i-conference at the G range, 

C am pbell Tow n , Tasm an ia  on 2 O c to ­
ber 1999. The clay in c lu d ed  reports 
from the Frem antle  co n fe ren ce , an 
A G M  and planning for the Hobart C o n ­
ference in 2001.

A fter a short w e lc o m e  from pres i­
dent H e len  D uggan, G le n y c e  Surtees 
cong ratu la ted  the four T asm an ian  li­
b rary te ch n ic ia n s  w h o  presented pa ­
pers at t h e !0 th N a tio n a l A L IA  L ib rary  
T ech n ic ian  C onfe rence Pro ject ions/re- 
flections, w h ich  w as held in Frem antle, 
in Septem ber 1999: Lynda l Schne id er 
—  Libraries and the ethnic com m unity: 
a Tasm an ian  persp ective ; C h ris  
H orsw ill and Susan El Ivey —  O n lin e  is­
land: c rea tive  so lutions link ing
Tasm an ians to the w o rld ; and H e len  
Jacobson  —  M anag ing  stress: it's your 
responsib ility, take contro l.

The W estern  Australian  con ference 
dealt positive ly  w ith  m any cha lleng ing  
issues facing libraries today, w h ile  also 
con s id erin g  the evo lu tio n  of lib rary  
te ch n ic ian s  in A ustra lia  o ve r the last 
tw en ty  years . L ib raries  are adap ting  
w ith reductions in budgets and staffing,

changes in procedures and technology, 
d ive rs if ica tio n  of m arkets, and ex ­
tended services. The d issem ination  of 
in fo rm ation  by lib raries  is rap id ly  
chan g in g  w ith  the increased  use of 
e lec tro n ic  services. There are new  and 
challenging roles for library techn icians 
in areas such as acquisitions, cata logu ­
ing, serials, staff and c lient training and 
w eb  pub lica tion .

Tw en ty- tw o  T asm an ian  lib ra ry  
te ch n ic ian s  attended this con fe ren ce . 
O u r appreciation  is extended to the Sir 
John M orris Lib rary and A rch ives  Trust 
Fund and to our em ployers for p rov id ­
ing fin ancia l assistance.

T h e  m in i-con fe rence  con tin u ted  
w ith  the Annual G enera l M eeting. D u r­
ing the m eeting n ew  o ffice  bearers 
w e re  e lec ted . T h ey  are: president: 
Kerrie  B ly th , vice-president: R e b e cca  
Evans, treasurer: A vril F lew e llen , pub­
lic ity  officer: Robyn  Parker. The co m ­
mittee m embers are Ingrid Ba ld w in , Liz 
B u lm an , H e len  D uggan , Ju lia  Goss, 
Sand ra  G ro o m b rid g e , G reg  Parsons, 
A n n e  Roberts, G le n y c e  Surtees. The 
position of secretary rem ains vacant.

A fter the A nnua l G en era l M ee tin g

the presentations continued  w ith  three 
delegates from the Asia Pacific  Specia ls 
Health  and Law  Librarians C onference 
held in H obart last August reporting on 
that con fe ren ce . M e rvyn  M u rray , 
Raeco  National sales manager, gave an 
accoun t of conference attendance from 
a trade exh ib ito r's  point of v iew .

The day  co n c lu d ed  w ith  an a ir of 
an tic ip a tio n  as w e  v ie w e d  the sp ec ­
tacu lar in troductory data show  for the 
11th N ational A L IA  Library Techn ic ians 
C on fe rence  w h ich  is to be held in H o ­
bart 21-24 August 2001. The them e, 
An Inform ation O dyssey, and logo 
w ere  launched ... an inspiration for the 
hard w o rk  to com e. The con fe ren ce  
w ill be held in the Federation Concert 
H a ll w ith in  the G rand  C h an ce llo r H o ­
tel com plex , situated ad jacent to C o n ­
stitution D ock , in H obart. The c h a l­
lenge n o w  is to p repare for the 
con fe ren ce  and to fo llo w  on the hard 
w o rk  and the trem endous results 
ach ieved  by the Frem antle  com m ittee.

If you w o u ld  like to attend a m eet­
ing or to rece ive  a cop y  of our m onthly 
m inutes please con tact Ju lia  Goss at e- 
mail ju Iia .goss@ centra l.tased .edu .au .■
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