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Making news

Selected reprints from newspapers and magazines in recent months

Starting a lending library:

some practical hints

The Australian Woman's Mirror, 18 August 1925,
by | M Brodie

This gem begins: ‘the work of a librarian is pleas-

ant and particularly suitable for women; and
when propery managed, a lending library can be
a profitable venture.. | M Brodie then goes on to
describe how a young lady could start her own
lending library... Thanks to Jenny Davis from

UTS Library for forwarding this piece.

$337 150 major library
upgrades for Southern NSW

Tumbaruma Times — Tumut, 26 July

Tumbarumba and Crookwell libraries have each
been given $100 000 through the state govern-
ments Library Development Grants. Both librar-
ies will be re-developed. Other libraries in the
region have also benefited from the grants, in-
cluding the Monaro Regional Library,
Bungendore Library; Yass Library; Tumut Shire
Library; Goulburn Branch Library; and Gunning

Branch Library.

$100 000 grant for new branch library

The Great Lakes Advocate, 26 July

A new library for the Hawks Nest/Tea Gardens
will become a reality thanks to a $100 000 Li-
brary Development Grant. The library will house
up to 15 000 books and provide a wide range of

children’'s, literacy and cultural activities.

$18 500 %rant will boost local library's
value as historical resource centre

Walcha News, 27 July

After a five-year funding battle, the Walcha Li-
brary will finally be able to install a microfilm/
microfiche reader printer and photocopier thanks
to a $18 500 Library Development Grant.

Grant is welcomed

Crookwell Gazette, 27 July, by Susan Tate

Kerri-Ann Pratley said that she was 'relieved' that
the Crookwell Library had received $100 000 in
the latest round of NSW Library Development
Grants. The funding will be spent on improve-
ments to the library,

including increasing the

number of computers available, increasing the

floor space, and improving the interior design.

State Library’s 150th birthday

Huon News, 2 August

A competition to find the oldest and youngest
members in libraries throughout Tasmania has
been launched to help celebrate 150 years of
public libraries in Tasmania. Displays, live music,
book readings, children's fancy dress party, and
birthday card making activities will also be part

of the celebrations.
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Spreading the library word

Bendigo Advertiser, 3 August

Libt'est, a celebration of libraries in the Bendigo
region, has just received a boost with the an-
nouncement of a new three-year sponsorship deal
with Colban Water. During Libt'est each branch li-
brary will stage displays, activities and special
events to illustrate the important and exciting
ways libraries enrich the community. Libfest will

be held at the Bendigo Library on 28 October.

Our culture costs $199

Daily Telegraph, 4 August

Figures released by the Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics indicate that governments and councils
spend $199 per person per year on cultural activi-
ties. The biggest chunks of the $3,751 billion to-
tal were the Commonwealth's spending on radio
and television broadcasting, as well as the states
spending on national

parks. Councils spent

$412.1 million on libraries.

Culture; governments

loosen the purse strings

Australian Financial Review, 4 August, by Brook
Turner

Spending on libraries is grouped with archives
and accounts for $756.2 million in outlays. The
Commonwealth contributed just under 34 per
cent of spending on cultural activities, with states
and territories accounting for more than 46 per
cent, and local governments 20 per cent.

Chaos blazes the trail in coPYnght
payments for online music files
Australian Financial Review, 11 August, by
Mandy Bryan

ChaosMusic recently announced a bold plan to
allocate a proportion of their online advertising
revenue to artists and publishers, providing some
relief for artists from the growing practice of swap-
ping music over the internet. ChaosMusic decided
to take this pro-active step, rather than waiting for
the music industry to develop a solution to the
problem.

Uni libraries face e-change

Australian Financial Review, 11 August, by Kate
Marshall

John Shipp, university librarian at the University
of Sydney warns that universities may be forced
to choose between the cost of investing in elec-
tronically published material and maintaining
printed collections. Colin Steele, university librar-
ian at the Australian National University said that
Australian universities were being 'dumbed down
by default' as a result of government budget cuts.
University of Queensland librarian, Janine
Schmidt said that government funding cuts to uni-
versities meant library budgets were not growing

at the same rates as increases in costs.
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No writers’block in e-hook revolution
Australian Financial Review, 12 August, by Colin
Steele

The 21st century will not see the death of the
book, but rather will see its rebirth in electronic
form. Participants at the National Scholarly Com-
munications Forum in July almost universally
accepted the death of the academic book in print
form. Publishers from all the major university
presses and those with academic ranges indi-
cated the decreasing market for academic books
in Australia.

According to Colin, the form of academic
publishing as well as the places people buy the
books will change dramatically. Fie believes that
academic works will rely on text as well as multi-
media, and will be available on the net. Internet
sales are expected to make up fifteen per cent of

the British market in the next three to four years.

Access to research balked by profit
The Canberra Times, 14 August, by Malcolm
Gillies

Two key reasons for the decline in access to
scholarly information in Australia are the declin-
ing dollar and the declining public investment in
education and research. The root cause, accord-
ing to Malcolm Gillies, is that not-for-profit
scholarship has been captured by the commer-
cial publishing cartels. Gillies also blames the
Australian research culture of rewarding quantity
of output over quality, as well as the tendency to
place the traditional journal and monograph
publication above more innovative means of dis-
semination: universities use refereed journal pub-
lication rates as a most important indicator for
academic promotion and tenuring.

A radical proposal involves ‘pre-print' ar-
chiving.
pletion of an item of research, to lodge a 'pre-

Institutions would require staff, on com-

print' on an institutional server. When the item is
published the pre-print remains freely available
through the server, which may be linked to a
national pre-print archive.

MPs lose their library cards

The Australian, 18 August, by Dennis Shanahan

The independence of the Parliamentary Library
has been called into question after a recent de-
cision which means that researchers will now
have to put their requests through the Minister's
office, so that ministerial staff know what infor-
mation is being sought by MPs and can regulate
the speed of the response.

Speaker of the House of Representatives,
Neil Andrew, said that the confidentiality of MPs
and senators would be maintained and that the
library maintained 'confidentiality as one of the

basic underpinnings of its operations'.

MPs’ Inquiries to go via minister
The Canberra Times, 19 August,
MacDonald

by Emma

Community Services Minister Larry Anthony has
been accused of compromising the independ-
ence of the Parliamentary Library service. The
accusations came after Mr Anthony requested
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that the Parliamentary Library pass all requests
from Members for information of Centrelink to
his office. Labor backbencher Anthony Albanese
has accused Mr Anthony of trying to filter the

flow of information.

Bid to halt ministers’ library control

The Australian, 19 August

Labor backbencher, Anthony Albanese has
called for an inquiry by the parliamentary privi-
leges committee into a decision that could make
Parliamentary Library researchers direct all en-
quiries about a government department to the

relevant ministers office.

Libraty strike looms

Yarra Leader, 28 August, by Sherele Moody

The Australian Services Union is calling for pa-
trons of libraries in the Yarra Melbourne Regional
Library Corporation to support library staff by
bombarding management with e-mails, faxes and
phone calls. The action is in response to stalled
enterprise agreement negotiations. Union officer
Megan jenner said that the Corporation’s offer of
a higher pay rate did not compensate for the loss

of penalty rates and flexitime.

Rescuers save endangered websites

The Australian, 29 August, by Paul Broekhuyse

The National Library of Australia's Electronic
Unit is leading the world in a new form of con-
servation: saving websites from disappearing into
the ether. Since 1997 the unit has been archiv-
ing significant .au sites by copying them to its
secure server and cataloguing them. The library
has accumulated some 700 sites covering a wide
range of areas. Julie Whiting, acting manager of
the unit, said that the library was particularly
keen to preserve sites that are important for his-
torical purposes, such as the current Olympic
sites and election campaign sites.

Educators unsure
how online learning shapes up

The Age, 5 September, by Eric Wilson

The jury is still out on the effectiveness of online
learning when compared with traditional instruc-
tor-led training. Online learning is attractive as it
offers access to the material when and where stu-
dents need it, however the quality of learning
outcomes is still being assessed. =

DB/TextworksT

INMAGIC

The Leading Software for
Information Management

NOW AVAILABLE WITH

Interactive Circulation
Management for Libraries
designed by Triad

Call for free evaluation software

POBX72 SathMiloume 336
ik

irt OYYX

.. from previous page
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All incite Events are limited to 40
words maximum and must include:
date, name of Division, title of event,
theme and key speaker (if relevant),
venue, time, costs, and a contact
name with phone and fax numbers.

ALIA divisions should mail, e-mail
or fax details of forthcoming events
to the address shown below, or use
our website electronic form on
ALIAnet.

Non-ALIA entries: Send (at a costof
$40 for 40 words) with your complete
billing details to incite Events,
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston, ACT
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, or e-mail
events@alia.org.au. An invoice will
be sent to the address indicated with
your entry. For a small additional
cost, your event may be listed on our
website. Call for details.

« bullets indicate activities
organised by ALIA Divisions
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