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The papers carer a wide 
range of digitisation 
issues, such as 
electronic document 
deliver}/, digital audio 
collections, the 
digitisation o f early 
hooks and newspapers, 
quality assurance, 
metadata, library co
operation and retro- 
conversion. . .

Virtually digital
For those w h o  did not get to spend spring 

in M o sco w  this year, the proceedings of 
the M anaging the D igital Future of L i

braries co n fe ren ce  held  there in A p ril are 
n o w  o n lin e  at http ://www.rsl.ru/tacis/ 
m enupceed ings.htm . The papers, w ritten by 
presenters from m ore than tw en ty  countries, 
co ve r a w id e  range of d ig itisation  issues, 
such as e lectron ic  docum ent delivery, digital 
aud io  co lle c tio n s , the d ig itisation  of ea rly  
books and  new spapers, q u a lity  assurance, 
m etadata , lib ra ry  co-operation  and retro- 
co n ve rs io n . Som e of the papers can  be 
v iew ed  in Po w erPo in t format, but text-only 
links are also provided.

Could try harder?
The U S  Library of Congress has been at the 
fo refron t of d ig itisation , w ith  m am m oth 
projects such as A m erican  M em o ry . H o w 
ever, a n ew  report from the U S  N ational Re
search C o u n c il questions h o w  w e ll the LC 
rea lly  is h and ling  d ig ital in fo rm ation . The 
full report, LC21: A digital strategy for the 
Library o f Congress, is a va ilab le  through the 
N a tio n a l A ca d em y  Press (h ttp ://w w w .nap . 
edu/books/0309071445/htm l). W h ile  recog
nising the w ork  the Library has done in con 
verting m ateria l to digital formats, the report 
raises, as a matter of urgency, the question of 
ho w  the Library should go about co llecting  
and preserving materials that are already dig
ital, for exam p le  w ebsites. The report in 
cludes recom m endations for action .

Hot topic
The preservation  of digital m aterial is a hot 
top ic  at D ocum ents in Inform ation Sc ience  
[http ://do is.m im as.ac.uk/] too. This web- 
based database of full-text artic les and pa
pers is free to use, and inc ludes docum ents 
in both H T M L  and Portab le D ocum en t For
mat. T h e  current holdings inc lude  939 arti
c les and  75 papers, but m ore are being 
added a ll the tim e. The source jou rna ls in
clude D-Lib, Ariadne and the Journal o f Elec
tronic Publishing, as w e ll as the CLIR  
Reports. N ot all docum ents are in English; 
som e a re  in French  and Span ish . You  can 
brow se the list of artic les or papers search 
the lot b y  keyw ord.

Picture this...
P ic tu re  A us tra lia  is a ve ry  n ice- look ing  site 
[http://vt w w .p ictu reaustra lia .o rg/ ] that p ro 
v id es  s e a rch a b le  access  to a large c o l le c 
t ion  o f im ages o f v a r io u s  k inds from  
A ustra lian  cu ltu ra l institutions. T h e  im ages 
m ay  b e  o f p eo p le , p la ce s , o b je c ts  or 
events. M a n y  are  h is to rica l. If yo u  are not 
sure w h a t  you  are look ing  for, you  can  fo l
lo w  a pre-set tra il, such  as the  O ly m p ic s .
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T h e site a lso  accep ts  suggestions for n ew  
trails, so if yo u  w o u ld  like to see an idea or 
them e represented, e-mail the site and  ask. 
The im age p roviders in c lu d e  the A ustra lian  
W a r  M e m o r ia l,  the N a t io n a l L ib ra ry  o f 
A us tra lia , and  the  State L ib ra rie s  o f N S W ,  
T asm an ia , and  V ic to r ia .

... and this
The N a tio n a l G a lle ry  of A ustra lia  has also 
lau n ch ed  a search  fa c ility  at h ttp ://w w w . 
nga.gov.au/Search/. The site looks rather 
stark and bare, but includes a range of search 
options, such as artist or culture, title or key
word, co llection  area, and record type. M ake 
sure you ch e ck  the record  type op tion, 
Im aged search, if you w an t to see a p icture 
of the art works you are seeking. O therw ise , 
all you get is co llection  information, w h ich  is 
a m ild ly disappointing result for an art gallery 
co llection  search. There is also a m uch more 
detailed  advanced  search.

News from the Caucasus
Eu ras iaN et [http ://w w w .eurasianet.org/lis a 
new  service for news and analysis on Central 
A sia  and the Caucasus. Y ou  can  a lso  find  
new s here about other regions such as Rus
sia and Southw est Asia that have an im pact 
on this region. This looks to be a com prehen 
sive  in fo rm ation  se rv ice  for this area, w ith  
da ily  news by country, new sw ires and longer 
new s features, and an ana ly tica l section on 
current affairs called  Eurasia Insight. There is 
some cultural information, for exam ple book 
rev iew s and photo essays as w e li. You  can 
also get ana ly tica l p ieces grouped by topic, 
for exam p le  business and  eco n om ics , and 
environm ent and resource pages for particu 
lar countries. E lection  and hum an rights in 
form ation is also ava ilab le .

Multimedia finding tool for classics
This handy site, O n-L ine Su rve y  of Audio- 
V isu a l Resources for C lass ics  [h ttp ://w w w . 
drjclassics.com /], a llow s you to track dow n 
m ultim edia resources for classics and ancient 
history teach ing  and learning. The site links 
you to com m ercia l and free p roviders of re
sources w h ich  range from C D - R O M s, slides 
and aud io  tapes to w ebsites and videos. In 
som e cases, you  can  get straight on to an 
o n line  cata logue or order form.

Australian EEVL
Engineering librarians w ill p robab ly know  all 
about EEVL, the Edinburgh eng ineering  v ir 
tual lib rary. The A ustra las ian  V irtu a l Eng i
neering  L ib ra ry  (A V EL ) [h ttp ://w w w .ave l. 
edu.au/] is a n ew  Australian  portal to good- 
qu a lity  Austra lasian  eng ineering  and IT re
sources on the w eb . You  can  search  or 
b row se w ith in  the database. O ther features
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in c lu d e  con fe ren ce  announcem en ts , jobs, 
som e full-text papers, and a link to the E N 
G IN E  database w h ich  con ta ins m ore than 
30 000 papers published by the Institution 
of Engineers, Australia.

Better online?
The Atlantic  M onth ly 's  [h ttp ://w w w . 
theatlantic.com /] free on line  version, A tlan 
tic U n b ou n d , offers a few  features, such as 
the reader com m ent Post and R iposte sec 
tion, not ava ilab le  to print readers. You  can 
brow se back  issues and search for past arti
c les as w e ll as read the latest issue. There is 
also an o n line  a rch ive  of articles that have 
appeared  in the w eb  version. The a rch ive  is 
v irtua lly  com plete for issues from N ovem ber 
1995, to the present. O n ly  se lected  o lde r 
a rtic les  (N o ve m b e r 1857, to N o ve m b e r 
1 995) are arch ived .

Metadata
The introduction to metadata —  Pathways to 
digital information, edited by M urtha  Baca, 
is n o w  o n lin e  at http://www.getty.edu/gri/ 
standard/intrometadata/. This is the full, re
vised, o n line  version of this work, published 
by the G e tty  Standards Program , and it in 
c ludes essays, m etadata standards, a g los
sary and a list of acronym s. It also has some 
useful images, such as the Life C yc le  of O b 
jects C onta ined  in a Digital Inform ation Sys
tem , for those w h o  like the ir in fo rm ation  
visual. A ll sections of the book are ava ilab le  
in both EHTML and Portab le D ocum en t For
mat.

Online book browser
Bo ok face  is an on line  bookshop w h ere  you 
can  read snippets of new  pub lica tions as a 
taster. The site offers a fa irly  broad range of 
novels, non-fiction, and short stories w h ich  
you  find  d irec tly  by keyw ord  search ing  or 
by b row sing  the list of genres, for exam ple 
fantasy, history, rom ance, listed d o w n  the 
side. You  need to register before being ab le 
to read p ieces online, w h ich  might put some 
peop le  off —  the form has the kind of per
sonal questions that spell junk e-mail ever 
after. EHowever, it is a w a y  of check ing  out 
books you  m ight neve r see in yo u r loca l 
bookshop, and it is definitely a w ay  of peep
ing betw een  the covers of gossipy ones you 
m ight be em barrassed  to p ick  off a real 
bookshe lf, so check  it out at h ttp ://w w w . 
bookface.com /.

Sounds like?
The B o o k  Forager [h ttp ://w w w .branch ing- 
o u t, net/t'orager/] m ay be handy after you 
have read som ething at Bookface, as it aims 
to help you find other books sim ilar to ones 
you have read and liked already. This cou ld

be a handy se rv ice  for readers w h o  have 
read every  rom ance going and  w an t som e
thing new . The database w as com p iled  for 
the U n ited  K ingdom  C h ie f  L ib ra rians ' 
B ranch ing  O u t Project, and is intended for 
public library staff use. At first the categories 
seem som ewhat w h acky  —  happy/sad, easy/ 
dem and ing , safe/frightening —  but they 
com e to m ake sense w h en  you think about 
how  peop le  ac tu a lly  ask for m ateria l. You 
can  ch eck  up to four o f the op tions, on a 
sliding scale, for each  search. There are also 
extra search options such as settings (A us
tralia does not get a m ention —  presum ably 
w e  are lobbed in w ith  South P a c ific ), plot 
and charac te r. So the next tim e a reader 
com es in w an tin g  a n ice , safe, easy read 
about a South P a c if ic  person go ing  on a 
quest, this cou ld  just be the perfect tool.

Busy bees
The B o o k h ive  [h ttp ://w w w .bookh ive .o rg/ 
bookhive.htm ] is a searchab le  co llec tio n  of 
review s of ch ild ren 's books, w ritten  by pub 
lic  lib rarians in N orth  C a ro lin a . You  can  
look for re v iew s  of books in a p a rticu la r 
genre, for exam p le adventure , c lassics, fan 
tasy and sci-fi, or search  for p articu la r au 
thors, titles and  illustrators. You  can  also 
search  for books that m atch  a p articu la r 
reading level or interest.

Legal one-stop-shop
Law PO R T A L  [http://www.lawportal.com .au/] 
is a new  on line guide to Australian legal re
sources. It links to a range of da ily  court lists, 
and also provides links to legislation, regula
tions, cases, Hansard, Parliam entary Papers, 
tax information, accounting  standards, busi
ness and dom ain  nam es and more. It also 
contains links to Australian newspapers, to E- 
Trade, and to other banking investment infor
mation, so you cou ld  satisfy a range of 
inquiries here.

Get the evidence
W h e th e r  you use the term Ev id en ce  Based 
H ea lth  Care, or Ev id ence  Based M ed ic in e , 
the new  Ev id ence  Based  H ea lth  Care  W e b  
d irectory (a co llab o ra tion  of the U n ivers ity  
of C h icag o 's  Lib rary of the H ea lth  Sc iences 
and H ea lth W eb ) has all the inform ation you 
need on this b u rgeon ing  fie ld  o f m ed ica l 
p ractice . The d irec to ry  is s im p ly  laid  out, 
and entries are annotated . F o llo w  the ca t
egories of in fo rm ation  that you  need, for 
exam ple organisations, databases, journals 
and e-journals, in ternet resources, and 
other, related sites. There is also a gu ide to 
search ing the literature on e v id en ce  based 
health  care  [http ://ww w.u ic.edu/depts/lib/ 
projects/resources/healthweb/ebhc/]. ■

Contributions and 
suggestions for this 
column are always 
welcome. Please 
contact Belinda 

Weaver via e-mail.

Tina ia the full, 
reaped, online veraion 

of tbia work and it 
includee eaeaye, 

metadata etandarda, a 
ijloaaaty and a hat o f 

ocronyma. ..
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