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t the
Meeting of the Victorian Asso-

recent Annual General

ciation for Library Automation

(VALA), the winner of the Robert D
Williamson Award for 2000, Derek
Whitehead, was formally presented

with his framed commemorative certifi-
cate. The Award was given to Derek
‘for outstanding contribution to the de-
velopment of information technology
usage in Australian libraries' and 'for
demonstrated potential to positively
and significantly influence develop-
ment in information technology usage
within libraries'.

Currently director of information
services, at Swinburne University of
Technology, Derek has spent most of
his career at the State Library of Victo-
ria, where he occupied senior manage-
ment posts from 1988 to 1999. His
lobbying govern-

and the

long experience in
ments, both state and federal,
private sector, together with his success
in forging working partnerships have
led to his playing a central role in the
development and use of new technol-

ogy by libraries across Victoria. This is
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best demonstrated by his pivotal in-
volvement with Australia's most signifi-
cant community networking enterprise
and his efforts to achieve internet ac-
cess throughout the Victorian public li-
brary system, again underlining his

commitment to equity and access.

Launched in 1995, VICNET is Aus-
tralia’s largest and busiest community
website, playing host to over 200 vir-
tual web servers and nearly 2000 web-
sites for Victoria's community groups,
while attracting around 10 million hits
per month. A commercial operation of
the State Library of Victoria, VICNET
generated a turnover of $1.7 million in
1998/99.
dation for innovative projects such as
Skills.Net Online. A
$5 million program, Skills.Net is creat-

It has also provided the foun-

and Libraries
ing a network of more than 100 com-
munity-based centres throughout Victo-
ria to provide free or affordable internet
access and training to those Victorians
who would otherwise miss out. The re-
sult of a far-reaching policy document
developed by Derek, the Libraries On-
line program has helped to advance the

Recent staff movements in the library and information sector

Library Board of WA

Kay Poustie has been appointed to
the position of chair of the Library
Board of Western Australia. Ms
Poustie was a member of the board
from 1991-1993 and was reap-
pointed in 1998 for a four-year
term. She is the manager: libraries,
arts and culture at the City of Stir-
ling.

Kay is also a director of AIMA
(Australian Information Manage-
ment Association) Training and Con-
sultancy Ltd and has held various
positions in ALIA. In 1997 she was
made a Fellow of the Association for
her contribution to public libraries
and the profession.

James Bennett Pty Ltd

James Bennett is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of John
Simmons to the position of aca-
demic/professional sales executive
for Victoria, South Australia, West-
ern Australia and Tasmania. John
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previously held the position of
manager supplier relations at the
University of Melbourne library.
Public and school libraries in Vic-
toria will continue to be managed
by Geoff Walshe. John brings over
twenty years experience to his new
role.

Ovid Technologies

Ovid Technologies recently an-
nounced the appointments of Dean
M Vogel as president and chief ex-
ecutive officer, and Leo L Rios as
chief financial officer. Dean Vogel
succeeds Debbie Hull as president
and CEO. Most recently, Mr Vogel
was vice president, publisher of As-
pen Publishers, where he supervised
new media initiatives.

Mr Rios brings twenty-one years
of diverse experience to the CFO
role at Ovid. Most recently, Mr Rios
was executive director, Healthcare
Contract Operations at Novartis
Pharmaceuticals. -
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Derek with his award

goal of an integrated Victorian library

system, increasing access to online

communications, information re-

sources and multimedia computers.

Derek's collaborative
led the
Artsvicmm group, bringing together arts

approach

also to formation of the
organisations to discuss the latest de-
velopments in digital technology and
multimedia. Beginning with the State
Library and the Museum of Victoria, it
now includes representatives from
eight organisations and three govern-
ment agencies. He was also instrumen-
tal in the digitisation of the State Li-

brary's collection and

subsequent participation

pictorial
in the Image

Search project.

He has been a member of ABN
the
Society Committee, the Victorian Gov-

Network Committee, Information
ernment IT and Telecommunications
of the
Digitising Working Group,

Policy Committee,
CAVAL
chair of the Digital Access and Preser-

convenor

vation Task Force and a member of the
ABA's Task Force on Children and the
Internet, and the board of Net Alert —
the Commonwealth Government com -
munity advisory board on internet con-
tent.

First presented in 1981, the Robert
D Williamson Award was established
in the memory of Robert D Williamson,
who was a pioneer in the development
of information science and library au-
tomation in Australia. Recent recipients
include Warwick Cathro, Kim jelbart,
Geoff Huston, Peter Stansfield, In-
formix and Geoffrey Payne. Previously
made by a small group of individuals
within the information science indus-
try, the Award was adopted by VALA in
1991 and recipients have been selected

by the VALA committee. ]
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