
Derek Whitehead presented with 
Robert D Williamson Award

A t the recent A n n u a l G en e ra l 
M ee ting  of the V ic to rian  Asso­
c ia tion  for L ib rary Autom ation  

(V A L A ), the w in n e r  of the Robert D 
W ill ia m s o n  A w a rd  for 2000, D e rek  
W h ite h e a d , w as fo rm a lly  presented 
w ith  his framed com m em orative certifi­
cate. The A w a rd  w as g iven  to D erek  
'for outstanding contribu tion  to the d e ­
ve lo p m en t of in fo rm ation  tech n o lo g y  
usage in A ustra lian  lib ra ries ' and  'for 
dem onstrated  potentia l to p o s itive ly  
and s ig n ifican tly  in flu en ce  d e v e lo p ­
ment in inform ation techno logy  usage 
w ith in  lib raries'.

C u rren tly  d irec to r o f in fo rm ation  
services, at S w in b u rn e  U n iv e rs ity  of 
Tech n o log y , D erek  has spent most of 
his career at the State Lib rary of V ic to ­
ria, w here  he occup ied  senior m anage­
m ent posts from  1988 to 1999. H is 
long ex p e r ien ce  in lob b y ing  g o ve rn ­
ments, both state and federal, and the 
private sector, together w ith  his success 
in forging w o rk ing  partnersh ips h ave  
led to his p lay ing  a central role in the 
deve lopm ent and use of new  techn o l­
ogy by libraries across V ic to ria . This is

best dem onstrated  by his p ivo ta l in ­
vo lvem ent w ith  Australia 's most signifi­
can t com m un ity  netw orking enterprise 
and his efforts to a ch ie ve  internet a c ­
cess throughout the V icto rian  pub lic  li­
b rary system , again u nd e rlin in g  his 
com m itm ent to equ ity and access.

Launched  in 1995, V IC N E T  is A us­
tra lia ’s largest and busiest com m un ity  
w ebsite , p lay ing  host to o ve r 200 v ir ­
tual w eb  servers and nearly 2000 w e b ­
sites for V ic to r ia 's  com m un ity  groups, 
w h ile  attracting around 1 0 m illion  hits 
per m onth. A  com m ercia l operation  of 
the State L ib ra ry  of V ic to r ia , V IC N E T  
generated a turnover of $1.7 m illion  in 
1 998/99. It has also provided  the foun ­
dation  for inn ova tive  projects such as 
S k ills .N e t and Lib raries O n lin e . A 
$5 m illion  program, Sk ills .N e t is creat­
ing a netw ork  of more than 100 co m ­
munity-based centres throughout V ic to ­
ria to p rovide free or affordable internet 
access and tra in ing to those V icto rians 
w h o  w o u ld  o therw ise miss out. The re­
sult of a far-reaching p o licy  docum ent 
deve loped  by Derek, the Libraries O n ­
line program has helped to advance  the
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goal of an integrated V ic to rian  library 
system, increas ing  access to o n lin e  
com m u n ica tio ns , in fo rm ation  re­
sources and m ultim edia com puters.

D e rek 's  c o llab o ra t iv e  approach  
also  led to the fo rm ation  of the 
Artsvicm m  group, bringing together arts 
o rgan isations to discuss the latest d e ­
ve lopm ents in d ig ital techn o lo g y  and 
m u ltim ed ia . Beg in n ing  w ith  the State 
Library and the M useum  of V icto ria , it 
n o w  inc ludes representatives from 
eight o rgan isations and  three go ve rn ­
ment agencies. H e  w as also instrumen­
tal in the d ig itisation  of the State L i­
b rary 's  p ic to r ia l co lle c tio n  and 
subsequent partic ipation  in the Im age 
Search  project.

H e  has been a m em ber of A B N  
N etw o rk  C om m ittee , the In fo rm ation  
Society  Com m ittee, the V icto rian  G o v ­
ernm ent IT and T e le co m m u n ica t io n s  
P o lic y  C om m ittee , co n ve n o r of the 
C A V A L  D ig itis ing  W o rk in g  G rou p , 
cha ir of the D igital A ccess and Preser­
vation Task Force and a m em ber of the 
A B A 's  Task Force on C h ild ren  and the 
Internet, and the board of N et A le rt —  
the C om m onw ealth  G overnm en t co m ­
m unity advisory board on internet con ­
tent.

First presented in 1981, the Robert 
D  W ill ia m so n  A w ard  w as established 
in the m em ory of Robert D  W illiam son , 
w h o  w as a p ioneer in the developm ent 
of inform ation sc ience and library au ­
tomation in Australia. Recent recipients 
inc lude  W a rw ic k  Cathro , Kim  jelbart, 
G eo ff Huston , Peter Stansfie ld , In ­
form ix and G eoffrey  Payne. Prev iously  
m ade by a sm all group of ind iv idua ls  
w ith in  the inform ation  sc ien ce  indus­
try, the A w ard  was adopted by V A L A  in 
1 991 and recipients have been selected 
by the V A L A  com m ittee. ■

Who s where?
Recent staff movements in the library and information sector

L ib r a r y  B o a rd  o f  W A  
Kay Poustie has been appointed to 
the position of chair of the Library 
Board of Western Australia. Ms 
Poustie was a member of the board 
from 1991-1993 and was reap­
pointed in 1998 for a four-year 
term. She is the manager: libraries, 
arts and culture at the City of Stir­
ling.

Kay is also a director of AIMA 
(Australian Information Manage­
ment Association) Training and Con­
sultancy Ltd and has held various 
positions in ALIA. In 1997 she was 
made a Fellow of the Association for 
her contribution to public libraries 
and the profession.

Ja m e s  B e n n e tt  P t y  L td  
James Bennett is pleased to an­
nounce the appointment of John 
Simmons to the position of aca- 
demic/professional sales executive 
for Victoria, South Australia, West­
ern Australia and Tasmania. John

previously held the position of 
manager supplier relations at the 
University of Melbourne library. 
Public and school libraries in V ic­
toria will continue to be managed 
by Geoff Walshe. John brings over 
twenty years experience to his new 
role.

O v id  Technolog ies 
Ovid Technologies recently an­
nounced the appointments of Dean 
M Vogel as president and chief ex­
ecutive officer, and Leo L Rios as 
chief financial officer. Dean Vogel 
succeeds Debbie Hull as president 
and CEO. Most recently, Mr Vogel 
was vice president, publisher of As­
pen Publishers, where he supervised 
new media initiatives.

Mr Rios brings twenty-one years 
of diverse experience to the CFO 
role at Ovid. Most recently, Mr Rios 
was executive director, Healthcare 
Contract Operations at Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals. ■
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