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To have credibility 
w ith our
court ituencier i t  ir 
erren tia l th a t we work 
fro m  a round rerearch 
and  data collection 
bare. B uild ing th ir  
bare ir a priori ty  for 
the A r  re la tio n ...

Stats, more stats, and lies
O ne o f the m a in  re sp o ns ib ilitie s  o f an 

a sso c ia t io n  is as a so u rce  o f in fo r­
m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  c o n s t itu e n c y  it 

represen ts . O u r  A s so c ia t io n  has a n u m b er o f 
p a rties  to  w h ic h  it has su ch  a re sp o n s ib ility : 
to g o ve rn m e n ts  an d  p o lic y  b o d ie s ; to m e m ­
bers; a n d  to the  w id e r  c o m m u n ity .

O u r  cu rren t c a p a b ilit ie s  to p ro v id e  in fo r­
m a t io n  on  th e  se c to r an d  to d e v e lo p  a n a ­
t io n a l p ro f ile  o f the  se cto r a re  lim ited  b y  the 
a v a ila b le  data . T o  h a v e  c re d ib il it y  w ith  o u r 
c o n s t itu e n c ie s  it is e s se n t ia l th a t w e  w o rk  
from  a so u n d  re se a rch  an d  d a ta  c o l le c t io n  
base . B u i ld in g  th is b ase  is a p r io r ity  fo r the  
A s so c ia t io n .

A L IA  N a t io n a l  O f f ic e  is d e v e lo p in g  an  
o n g o in g  sta tis tica l and  re sea rch  in fo rm a tio n  
re s o u rc e  o r d a ta b a se  w h ic h  w i l l  assist the  
A s s o c ia t io n  in:

• o b ta in in g  v a lid , in fo rm a t iv e  an d  re lia b le  
data ;

• m o n ito r in g  an d  d o c u m e n t in g  tren d s  and  
c h a n g e s  o v e r  tim e;

* b e in g  p rep a red  to take  up o p p o rtu n it ie s  as 
th e y  arise ;

• in fo rm in g  p o lic ie s  an d  d a ta  d e v e lo p e d  b y  
a n d  fo r the sector;

• p ro v id in g  a re fe re n c e  re s o u rc e  to m e m ­
bers;

• a d v o c a t in g  m o re  e f fe c t iv e ly  on  b e h a lf  o f 
m e m b e rs  an d  the  secto r in g e n e ra l; and

• id e n tify in g  gaps in im p o rta n t in fo rm atio n /  
s ta tis tica l o r re sea rch  areas.

T h is  is a h ug e  p ro je c t  for a sm all o rg a n i­
sa tion  lik e  A L IA . W e  a re  not g o in g  to c o lle c t  
e v e r y th in g  bu t w e  d o  w a n t  a n d  n ee d  to 
k n o w  w h a t  is w h e re  an d  h o w  it c an  b e  a c ­
cessed .

W e  a re  c u r re n t ly  w o rk in g  on  a s co p in g  
p a p e r  o n  s ta tis tica l so u rce s  a n d  c o n te n t  to 
c o m p le m e n t  th e  in it ia l a n n o ta te d  b ib l io ­
g ra p h ic  w o rk  d o n e  b y  us last y e a r  on  lib ra ry  
in d u s try  sta tis tics  in A u s tra lia  an d  se le c te d  
co u n tr ie s . T h e  p ap e r a im s to  so u rce  q u a lita ­
t iv e  a n d  q u a n t ita t iv e  in fo rm a tio n  a v a ila b le ,  
for e x a m p le  from  statistical data , g o ve rn m en t

repo rts , c o m m is s io n e d  repo rts , o rg a n is a ­
t io n a l in fo rm a tio n , p a r lia m e n ta ry  in q u ir ie s , 
a n d  in d u s try  s e c to r  b o d ie s . F u rth e r, it w i l l  
id e n tify  in fo rm a tio n  (o r la c k  of) w h ic h  is im ­
po rtan t to the secto r but not re ad ily  a v a ila b le  
—  the s ch o o ls  se cto r is a g o o d  ex a m p le .

O u r  in terest goes b e y o n d  the lib ra ry  an d  
in fo rm a t io n  se c to r. It is im p o rta n t  th a t w e  
s t ra te g ic a lly  p o s it io n  o u r s e c to r  w ith in  th e  
s o c ie ty  a n d  c o m m u n it y  o f w h ic h  w e  a re  a 
part. S o c ia l trends an d  e c o n o m ic  in d ica to rs  
a re  c r it ic a l ly  im p o rta n t to us as th e y  c h a r a c ­
te rise  the e n v iro n m e n t  in w h ic h  w e  o p e ra te  
a n d  to w h ic h  w e  sh o u ld  re la te .

If yo u  k n o w  o f a n y  g o o d  so u rces  p le a se  
sh a re  th e se  w ith  us b y  c o n ta c t in g  M a r ie  
M u rp h y  at A L IA  N a t io n a l  O f f ic e  o r e-m a il 
m a r ie .m u rp h y @ a lia .o rg .a u .

W e  p lan  to h ave  secto r snapshots for p ro ­
m o tio n  d u r in g  L ib ra ry  a n d  In fo rm a t io n  
W e e k .

T h e  re sea rch  fo ru m  h e ld  d u rin g  the  A L IA  
2 0 0 0  c o n fe re n c e  s ig n if ic a n t ly  a d v a n c e d  the 
d is cu s s io n  on  a p p l ie d  re se a rch  an d  A L IA 's  
ro le . T h e  fo ru m  report and  re co m m e n d a tio n s  
w i l l  go to the  nex t B o a rd  o f D ire c to rs  m e e t­
ing. T h e  re co m m e n d a tio n s  h ave  been  crafted  
to  e n c o u ra g e  th e  a c a d e m y  a n d  in d u s try  to 
w o rk  m o re  c lo s e ly  o n  c re a t in g  a re se a rch  
cu ltu re  and  p rog ram  w h ic h  in fo rm s p ra ctice , 
to  es tab lish  b ette r d is se m in a tio n  o f re sea rch  
a c t iv it ie s  w ith in  an d  b e y o n d  the  secto r, and  
to  im p ro ve  co - o rd in a tio n  o f re sea rch  across 
th e  secto r.

Going digital
A  m e m b e r 's  in fo rm a tio n  kit on  the  Copyright 
Amendment (Digital Agenda) Act 2000 w i l l  
b e  a v a ila b le  in the n e w  yea r.

Happy new century
It is hard  to  b e l ie v e  tha t it is n e a r ly  tw e lv e  
m o n th s  s in c e  th e  C h r is t ia n  w o r ld  w a s  c e l ­
e b ra t in g  (p re m a tu re ly ! )  th e  turn  o f the  c e n ­
tu ry . A ll  o f us a t th e  A L IA  N a t io n a l  O f f ic e  
th an k  yo u  fo r y o u r  co n tr ib u t io n s  to the A sso ­
c ia t io n  th ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r  an d  w ish  yo u  a 
safe and  e n jo y a b le  C h ris tm as , N e w  Y e a r  and  
2 1 st c e n tu ry .  W e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  w o rk in g  
w ith  yo u  in the  next c e n tu ry . ■
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