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T he State Records A u th o rity  o f N S W  
has c o n s id e ra b le  h o ld in g s  o f 
records re lating  to A b o r ig in a l p eo 

p le, p a rticu la rly  from  the fo rm er Aborigi-

Combining 
work and study * I
■ started a cadetship on 10 Febru

ary 1997. This Cadetship was of
fered through the ALIA/ASA 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is
lander Employment Strategy for the 
Library, Information and Archives 
Sector, in conjunction with 
Batchelor College, now Batchelor 
Institute Indigenous Tertiary Edu
cation. I combined study and work 
for two years — not an easy task, 
but thankfully I persisted and in 
October 1999, I graduated with a 
Diploma in Library and Informa
tion studies.

At the onset of the cadetship, 
Batchelor Institute offered a guar
antee of employment upon my 
graduation. True to their word, I 
am now employed on a three-year 
contract A03 Library Technician 
position, to be re-negotiated at the 
end of this time. I would prefer the 
security of a permanent position, 
and of course I have set goals and 
career aspirations.

At present my main aim is to 
improve my position at work, 
which means further study. My ap
plication for enrolment in the 
Bachelor of Library and Informa
tion Management at the Northern 
Territory University, has been ac
cepted and I have enrolled in se
mester one this year.

I will always be appreciative 
for the opportunity and experience 
in doing the cadetship. It is a pity 
that the cadetship has been offered 
as a one-off venture through 
Batchelor Institute Library. An in
dependent Aboriginal organisation 
is the ideal place for a library ca
detship to be an ongoing strategy.
I found the only negative aspect of 
the cadetship was the low salary.

Fay Corbett, library technician, 
Batchelor Institute Indigenous 
Tertiary Education

nes W e lfa re  B o ard  and  its p redecessors. 
S ta te  R e co rd s  d e c id e d  to p a rtic ip a te  in 
the A L IA /A SA  A borig ina l and Torres Strait 
Is lander Em p lo ym e n t Strategy for the L i
b ra ry , In fo rm a tio n  and  A rc h iv e s  Sec to r 
b ecau se  it w a n te d  to m ake  the records, 
and  inform ation about them , m ore a cces 
s ib le  to  the In d ig en o u s  c o m m u n ity . 
W h i l e  a cce s s  to th is m ate ria l is o n ly  
g ran ted  on  a c a se  b y  c ase  basis, these 
records fo rm  o n e  o f the  m ost im portan t 
resources for A b o r ig in a l researchers.

S tate R e co rd s ' a im  in re c ru itin g  
K irsten  T h o rp e  w a s  to  b u ild  her sk ills , 
k n o w le d g e  and  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f a r 
ch ive s  and  the ho ld ings o f State Records. 
In add ition  Kirsten w a s  ab le  to he lp  us to 
iden tify  ap p rop ria te  and  cu ltu ra lly  sens i
t ive  strategies for in fo rm ing  ou r A b o r ig i
nal c lien ts  ab ou t the resources a v a ila b le  
and  en co u rag e  them  to  use the records. 
Kirsten has w o rk e d  in the P u b lic  A cces s  
a rea  s in ce  her a p p o in tm e n t and  has a l 
read y  partic ipa ted  in reg ional w o rksh o p s

and p rovided  in troductory talks to groups 
o f A b o rig in a l researchers w ish in g  to a c 
cess the S tates ' a rch ive s . A s part o f her 
p racticum  Kirsten also  deve lop ed  a series 
o f in tro d ucto ry  leaflets on  key  records.

N o w  that K irsten has co m p le te d  her 
G ra d u a te  D ip lo m a  o f S c ie n c e  (A rch ives  
and  R ecords) she has m o ved  to the posi
t io n  o f A rc h iv is t  —  A b o r ig in a l L ia ison . 
Sh e  w ill  be the first po in t o f co n ta c t for 
A b orig ina l p eo p le  interested in either v is 
iting our Search  Room s or w an tin g  to find 
out m ore about w h a t State Records holds. 
W e  a n t ic ip a te  that o ve r  the  next fe w  
years  she w ill  ga in  ex p e r ie n ce  in all as
pects o f the w o rk  o f State Records.

F in a lly , State  R e co rd s  w o u ld  like to 
express its ap p rec ia t io n  to A L IA  and  the 
A u s tra lia n  S o c ie ty  o f A rch iv is ts  for the 
o p po rtu n ity  o f partic ip a tin g  in this in itia 
t ive , p a rt ic u la r ly  as w e  understand  that 
w e  a re  the first g o ve rn m e n t a rch ive s  to 
h ave  d o n e  so. ■

Helping to break down the barriers...
Kirsten Thorpe, Archivist — Aboriginal liaison, State Records New South Wales
I  h ave  been  e m p lo y e d  under the A L IA /  

A S A  A b o r ig in a l and  To rres S tra it Is
lan d er Em p lo ym e n t Strategy for the L i

brary, In fo rm ation  and  A rch ives  Secto r at 
State Reco rd s  N e w  Sou th  W a le s  as a c a 
det a rc h iv is t  s in ce  M a rc h  1999. W h i l e  
w o rk in g  fu ll-tim e at State  Reco rd s  I u n 
dertook  studies in the Post-G raduate  D i 
p lo m a  S c ie n c e  (A rc h iv e s  and  R e co rd s ) 
co u rse  at Ed ith  C o w a n  U n iv e rs ity  as a 
full-tim e student. T h e  cou rse  w as  b y  c o r 
resp ond en ce  through the external studies 
d iv is io n  in Perth , W e s te rn  A ustra lia .

W h i l e  w o rk in g  at S ta te  R e co rd s  I 
h a v e  b een  situa ted  in P u b lic  A cce s s , 
w h ic h  in vo lve d  an sw erin g  re fe rence  e n 
qu ires re lating  to N e w  South  W a le s  State 
a rch ives. M y  m ain  fo cus has been  on  as
sisting  In d ig e n o u s  p e o p le  in th e ir re 
search  and  ex p la in in g  the p roced ures to 
a ccess  re co rd s . T h e  m a jo r ity  o f In d ig 
en o u s  p e o p le  v is itin g  State Reco rd s  a c 
cess the reco rds o f the Aborigines Wel
fare Board, 1883-1969. I h ave  a lso  been  
in vo lve d  in talks and  tours w ith  A b o r ig i
nal and  Torres Strait Is lander groups that 
h ave  v is ited  the a rch ive s  for fa m ily  h is 
tory o r research  purposes.

I w a s  m a in ly  interested in pursu ing  a 
ca ree r in a rch ive s  as I b e lie ve  strong ly in 
the p reservation  o f o u r cu ltu ra l heritage

Kirsten Thorpe

and  b e lie ve  that 
m ore Ind igenous 
p e o p le  sh o u ld  
be access ing  a r
c h iv e s  th ro u g h 
ou t A u s tra lia . In 
the long  term  
h o p e  to assist 
c o m m u n it ie s  in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  
k ee p in g  p la ces , 
o b ta in in g  co p ies  o f records and  c o lle c t 
ing resources for use in the ir loca l areas.
I b e lie v e  that g u id es  to re co rd s  in a r
ch iv e s  shou ld  be c rea ted  in a cu ltu ra lly  
a p p ro p ria te  m a n n e r  and  p rom oted  
w id e ly  throughout co m m u n itie s  to break 
d o w n  the barriers that h ave  long existed 
b etw een  Ind igenous peop le  and inform a
tion  services.

A lth o u g h  I fo un d  the e x p e r ie n c e  o f 
m an ag in g  fu ll-tim e w o rk  and  study ve ry  
cha lleng in g , it d id  bring  w ith  it a num ber 
o f benefits. W h i le  I w as being  introduced  
to a rch ives  and  w o rk in g  at State Records 
I w a s  ab le  to re la te  m y p ractica l experi
e n c e  w ith  issues and  con cep ts  that I had 
b een  lea rn in g  ab o u t in the cou rse . A s 
w e ll  as th is I c o u ld  d iscuss the cou rse  
w ith  staff, w h o  as pro fess iona l A rch iv is ts  
co u ld  understand  the m ateria l that I had 
been  read ing  about. ■
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