
tee. Esther Darby Theatrette, Tl Robertson library, Cur­
tin University, Hayman Road, Bentley, 5:30-8pm, $5pp. 
Contact Bonnie Bruce, ph 08 9265 2442, 
Bajceb@boris.curtin.edu.au Kindly supported by Curtin 
University Library.

• 19/4 WA Specials Libraries section. Speaker on 
records management Upstairs Valentino's Cafe, Comer 
Lake & James, Northbridge. 7:30am, $15 ALIA mem­
bers, $18 non-membeis. RSI/Pby 12/4 to: Carmen Ro­
mano, ph 08 9274 0246, http7AAAwv.party.onwa.net/ 
alia1904.htm Cheques to PO Box 7582, Cloisters 
Square WA 6850.

• 28/4 WA Local Studies section. Launch o f the 
Proceedings o f Post Haste the Millenium. Rose&Crown 
Hotel, Swan Street Guildford, 5 for 5:30pm start For 
futher information contact Jenni Woodroffe, ph 08 
9367 4759, jenni@omen.oom.au

• 9/5 WA Branch CPD committee. Managing elec­
tronic serials mkshop. Fadlitated by AIMA/EBSCO. Al­
exander Library Room 2.9,9:30-1230pm, $10Qpp a  
$85pp for groups of +3 from same organisation. For a 
registration form contact: A1MA fx 03 6230 1690, 
info@aima.org.au See WAIN for more information.

• 10/5 WA Branch CPD committee Serials solu­
tions workshop. Fadlitated by AIM/VEBSCO. Alexander 
Library Room 2.9,1:30-430pm, $50pp a  $45pp for 
groups of +3 from same organisation. For a registration 
form contact AIMA, fx 03 6230 1690, 
info@aima.org.au See WAIN for more information.

• 16/5 WA Library Technicians section, library 
Week Dinner. Guest speaker & \enue: tba. For further 
information contact Brenda Ellen, ph 08 9266 4183, 
ellenb@botis.curtin.edu.au

• 21/5 WA Local Strides section .Journey to Joon- 
dalup, inducing Peter Cowan Writers Centre at ECU 
Campus, inducing BYO picnic in grounds, JoondaJup Li­
brary Local Studies Collection. RSVPby 125 to: Julie Zu- 
vela, ph 08 9442 3562, fx 08 9389 8742, 
jzuvela@nedlands.wagw.au

• 31/5 WA Branch CPD committee GST legisla­
tion update seminar. Hosted by CAVAL Speaker Anton 
Gaudry, director, GST Made Easy. Great Southern 
Room, Alexander Library, 930-12:30pm, $95pp. Con­
tact Sue Henczel, CAVAL, ph 03 9459 2722, fx 03 
9459 2733, sueh@caval.eckj.au See WAIN for more in­
formation.

• 31/5 WA Branch CPD committee. Copyright leg­
islation update seminar. Hosted by CAVAL Speaker Eve 
Woodbeny directa library services, Bond University. 
Great Southern Room, Alexander Library, 1:30- 
4:3Cpm, $95pp. Contact Sue Henczel, CAVAL ph 03 
9459 2722, fx 03 9459 2733, sueh@cavd.edu.au See 
WAIN for more information.

• 14/6 WA Library Technicians section meeting
GIRO Library', comer Undeiwood Amie & Brodcway 
Road, Fbeat 530 for 5:45pm start Fa further infor­
mation contact Lynley Thomber, ph 08 9333 6720. 
Please note: change of venue.

•  17/7 WA Library Technicians section meeting
Reid library Building, Library Training Room, Ground 
Hoa, UWA, Stirling Higfway, Nedands. Fa father in­
formation contact Judy Smith, ph 08 9380 2348.

• 15/8 WA Library Technicians section meeting
Australian Safety of CPA’s, Australia Place, Level 1,15- 
17 Wiiam Street (Comer Willian & St Georges Terrace). 
For further information ooritact Bev Dallas, ph 08 9322 
2242.

• 2/9 WA Local Studies section. I4brto/jcp a//Ua- 
fibra/ Archives day workshop caering records relating 
to bcilcfings, 'installatjorG and people; opportunity to use 
Record Search, the National Achives database. 10- 
4pm, $50 ALIA members, $60 noHnenters, Enquir­
ies: Jufe Zweia, ph 08 9442 3562, tc 08 9389 8742, 
jzwda@nedands.wa.gw.au

• 13/9 WA Library Technicians section meeting 
Venue: tba, by the Mentoring Group. 5:30 fa 5:45pm 
start. Fa father information contact Brenda Elen, ph 
08 9266 4183, eteTb@boris,ajtin.eduau

continued next page...

Making news around Australia
Selected reprints from newspapers and magazines in recent months

$3m  lib ra ry ' to p  o f  M a y o r  L a n g fo r d ’s 
A lb u ry  w ish  lis t
The Border Mail, 25 Ja n u a r y ,  b y  M ic h a e l  
L o w e

A  n e w  l ib ra ry  to p s  A lb u r y  C it y  C o u n c i l 's  
b u d g e t p la n n in g  fo r 2 0 0 0  w ith  sp e n d in g  on  
n e ig h b o u rh o o d  cen tres  a c lo se  se co n d . T h e  
b u d g e t, re le a s e d  in Ju n e , s h o u ld  in c lu d e  
$ 3 m i 11 ion  for a n e w  lib ra ry .

C o u n c il  w i l l  h a v e  to d e c id e  if the  lib ra ry  
w i l l  b e  p art o f  a c u ltu ra l  p re c in c t  as su g ­
gested  in a rep o rt to c o u n c i l .

D o w n s iz in g  a  c iv i lis e d  so c ie ty
The Advertiser (A d e la id e ) ,  3 F e b ru a ry ,  b y  
D e a n  Ja e n sch

D r  D e a n  Ja e n s c h ,  p ro fe sso r o f  p o lit ic s  at 
F lin d e rs  U n iv e rs ity  is c o n c e rn e d  b y  the p ro ­
p o sed  $ 4 0 0  OOO fu n d in g  cu ts  to  p u b lic  l i ­
b ra ries  in So u th  A u s tra lia . H e  co n s id e rs  easy  
a ccess  to  good  lib ra ries  as o n e  o f the key  in ­
d ic a to rs  o f a c iv i l is e d  so c ie ty , and  that the  
use o f p u b lic  m o n e y  to g u a ra n te e  th is is not 
o n ly  ju s t if ie d , b u t e s s e n t ia l.  S ta te  g o v e rn ­
m en t fu n d in g  o n ly  m ake s  up  a b o u t tw en ty-  
f iv e  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  co s t  o f  lo c a l lib ra r ie s , 
w ith  the  b a la n c e  b e in g  m a d e  up  from  lo ca l 
g o ve rn m e n ts . B e fo re  lo c a ls  c o m p la in  ab o u t 
th e ir  next rate n o t ic e  th e y  sh o u ld  c h e c k  ou t 
th e ir  lo ca l lib ra r ie s  —  if the se rv ic e s  o ffe red  
a re  o f  a h ig h  s ta n d a rd , th en  so m e  o f th e ir  
rates a re  b e in g  w e ll  used .

L ib ra r ia n s  g e a re d  fo r  n ew  c h a lle n g e s
Moree Champion, 25 Ja n u a r y ,  b y  R os 
In g h am

N o rth e rn  R e g io n a l l ib ra ry  an d  In fo rm a tio n  
S e rv ic e  re ce n tly  ran a tw o -d ay  staff d e v e lo p ­
m e n t p ro g ram  at the  M o re e  T o w n  L ib ra ry . 
S e v e n  b ra n c h  l ib ra r ia n s  fro m  fo u r  sh ire s  
t ra ve lle d  to p a rtic ip a te  in the  in ten s ive  tra in ­
ing  sess io n . T h e  tra in in g  p ro g ram  w a s  d e ­
s ig n e d  to  h e lp  th e  l ib ra r ia n s  u p d a te  th e ir  
sk ills  in areas su ch  as m a k in g  g ran t a p p l ic a ­
tions, lib ra ry  p ro m o tio n s  and  re sea rch  te c h ­
n iq u es .

L ib ra ry  fu n d in g  to  a s s is t  b l in d
Wangaratta Chronicle, 21 Ja n u a ry

M u r ra y lin k  L ib ra ry  G ro u p 's  s e rv ic e  to users 
w ith  a p r in t d is a b i l i t y  w i l l  b e n e f it  fro m  
$ 6 0  OOO fu n d in g . T h e  fu n d in g  w o u ld  c o n ­
tr ib u te  s p e c if ic a l ly  to  the  M u r ra y  R iv e r  R o v ­
ing  T a lk in g  B o o k  C o l le c t io n .  T h e  fu n d in g  
w a s  a n n o u n c e d  b y  M in is te r  fo r L o c a l G o v ­
e rn m e n t, B o b  C a m e ro n .

F ro g s  ‘r e a d - i t ’ a t  J o o n d a lu p  l ib r a r y
Wanneroo Times, 28 Ja n u a ry

It a p p e a re d  to be ra in in g , not cats and  dogs, 
bu t frogs at the  Jo o n d a lu p  C ity  C o u n c il  l i ­

b ra ry  a fte r th e  lates t u n s e a s o n a l s u m m e r 
d o w n p o u rs .  H u n d re d s  o f  a m p h ib ia n s  in ­
fes ted  th e  l ib ra r y 's  u n d e rg ro u n d  c a r  p a rk . 
L ib ra r ia n s  to o k  to th e  re fe re n c e  s h e lv e s  to 
d e te rm in e  w h a t  typ e  o f frogs th e y  w e re  and  
w h e r e  th e y  c a m e  fro m . A c c o rd in g  to  'A  
g u id e  to  the  re p tile s  an d  frogs o f the  Pe rth  
re g io n ' th e  frogs are  S a n d p la in  F rog le ts , just 
h o w  th e y  got to  the  lib ra ry 's  c a rp a rk  rem a in s 
a m y s te ry , th o u g h  o n e  w a g  sa id  the  frogs 
w e re  heard  to say : 'Read- it, read-it, read - it... '

$1 m ill io n  fo r  l ib r a ry :  C a m e ro n
Castlemain Mail, 4 F e b ru a ry

M L C  B o b  C a m e ro n  v is ite d  C a s t le m a in  to fo r­
m a l ly  a n n o u n c e  th e  sta te  g o v e rn m e n t  w i l l  
p ro c e e d  w ith  the  C a s t le m a in  L ib ra ry  u p ­
g ra d e . $1 m il l io n  w a s  p le d g e d  as p a rt o f 
L a b o r 's  e le c t io n  p la tfo rm , fo r re - d e v e lo p ­
m e n t o f the  lib ra ry .

O n lin e  l ib r a r y  in te n d s  to  a d d  200  n ew  
b o o k s  a  d a y
The Canberra Times, 21 F e b ru a ry ,  b y  
M ic h a e l  C o n lo n

A  n e w  w e b s ite  is the g ro u nd  f lo o r o f a g ro w ­
ing e le c tro n ic  lib ra ry  c o n ta in in g  the full texts 
o f m o re  than  1 0 0 0 0  books. N e tL ib ra ry  p lans 
to add  a p p ro x im a te ly  200  b ooks a d a y  in the 
n ea r fu tu re . T h e  site offers ab o u t 2 80 0  b ooks 
in the  p u b lic  d o m a in . U se rs  c a n  a lso  a cce s s  
th o u sa n d s  m o re  t it le s  still u n d e r  c o p y r ig h t  
th ro u g h  the  s ite  and  th ro u g h  a c a d e m ic  and  
o th e r  l ib ra r ie s  to  w h ic h  th e  c o m p a n y  se lls  
the e le c t ro n ic  ve rs io n s .

A u d it to  m e a su re  a c a d e m ic  e f fo r ts
The Australian, 23 Feb ru ary , b y  D o ro th y  llling

A  recen t sym p o s iu m  in S y d n e y  e x a m in e d  the 
issues in v o lv e d  in the  first r e v ie w  o f the re la ­
t iv e  fu n d in g  m o d e l fo r a llo c a t in g  u n iv e rs ity  
f in a n c e . M e a s u r in g  h o w  a c a d e m ic s  sp e n d  
th e ir t im e  w il l  be  part o f an au d it  o f te a ch in g  
costs in u n ive rs ities , as w i l l  the  cost o f lib ra r­
ies, in fo rm a tio n  te c h n o lo g y  an d  o th e r s e rv ­
ices. T h e  D e p a r tm e n t o f E d u c a t io n , T ra in in g  
and  Y o u th  A ffa irs  has c o m m is s io n e d  K P M G  
C o n s u lt in g  to e x a m in e  the co s t o f te a c h in g  
and  re sea rch  tra in in g  per s tu den t on  the  b a ­
sis o f f ie ld , m e th o d  an d  le ve l o f s tudy.

C o n c e rn  is g ro w in g  a b o u t h o w  the data  
w i l l  b e  used  and  its p o te n tia l for m a n ip u la ­
tio n .

L ib ra r ie s  h i t  b y  c u t in  G o v t fu n d s
Stirling Times, 8 F e b ru a ry

Stirling libraries are suffering from  a shortage of 
n e w  books and  the c o u n c il is spend ing  m ore 
on lib ra ry  se rv ices  b ecau se  o f d e c lin in g  state 
g o ve rn m e n t funds fo r lib ra ries . K a y  Po us tie , 
co u n c il m an ag er for lib raries, arts and  cu ltu re  
said that loca l g o ve rnm en t is p ay in g  a tremen-
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dous am ount for lib rary  services and the state 
governm ent isn't paying its share.

Australia seen as ‘hacker’s haven’
F in a n c ia l R eview , 28 February, by Brendan 
Pearson

A m e ric a n  so ftw a re  and re c o rd in g  in d u s try  
groups have launched an a ttack on proposed 
re form s to  d ig ita l co p y rig h t in A ustra lia . The 
groups b e lie ve  tha t the leg is la tion  w il l  create 
a b la ck -m a rke t in d e c ry p tio n  dev ices, pass­
w o rd  sniffers and s im ila r cyb e r c rim e  te c h ­
n o lo g y . The concerns  stem fro m  a lo o p h o le  
in the  d ra ft leg is la tion  w h ic h  a llo w s  fo r the 
sale and d is tr ib u t io n  o f 'h a c ke r's  to o ls ' on 
the  c o n d it io n  tha t the  pu rch ase r agreed to 
use the  too ls  o n ly  fo r one  o f several p e rm it­
ted purposes.

Australia: a nation on the net
The Age, 2 M a rch , by G a rry  Barker

O n e  in fo u r A u s tra lia n  h ouseho lds  has ac­
cess to  the  in te rn e t, an increase  o f a lm os t 
th irty -se ven  per cent. It is one  o f the fastest 
g ro w th  rates in the w o r ld  and puts A us tra lia  
w e ll up  in the  to p  h a lf-d o z e n  o f the  m ost 
w ire d -u p  coun tries .

The statistics, p ub lished  by the ABS, sug­
gest tha t m any peop le  still depend on access 
to  the  in te rn e t fro m  w o rk . A c co rd in g  to  the 
survey the sites o f in te rnet access most like ly  
to  be re p o rte d  by a du lts  a re: w o rk  and 
hom e; a frie n d 's  o r ne ighbours house; TAFEs 
o r o th e r te rtia ry  ins titu tion s ; p u b lic  lib ra ries ; 
shops, stores o r te le -cafes; schools; and g ov­
e rnm en t agencies o r departm ents.

Eyah wins access to Chinese wisdom
The A u s tra lia n , 2 M a rch , by N ic  F-lopkins

E yah .co m , a S ydney-based  c o m p a n y , has 
snared the  rights to  p ro v id e  in te rn e t access 
to  C h in a 's  m assive N a tio n a l L ib ra ry . T ren t 
H uang  said he w o u ld  soon be p ro v id in g  ac­
cess to  the  lib ra ry 's  con ten ts  to  w e b  surfers 
in A u s tra lia  and N e w  Z e a la n d  —  righ ts  to 
m arkets o u ts ide  A us tra lia  and N ew  Zea land  
have yet to be granted. The agreem ent is the 
firs t t im e  the  C h in ese  g o v e rn m e n t has o f­
fered o n lin e  access to the  lib ra ry .

Catholic database is online
The A u s tra lia n , 1 M arch

The Austra lian C atho lic  University  is p rov id ing  
the first web-based searchable database o f re­
sources held  by C a th o lic  o rgan isa tions. 
C athLINK Austra lia 's database includes o n line  
access to  re lig ious com m un ities, C atho lic  u n i­
versities, colleges and seminaries, counse lling  
and pastoral institutes, d iocesan agencies and 
C a th o lic  edu ca tion  offices. Each lib ra ry  and 
agency listed on the site has its o w n  p ro file  
w ith  o n lin e  lib ra ry  ca ta logue  links. The site

provides annotated links to  national C a tho lic  
w eb  sites and selected in te rnationa l sites.

Ozbooks In a hurry to be known
The S ydn ey  M o rn in g  H e ra ld , 1 M a rc h , by 
K irsty N eedham

O zb oo ks, the  firs t pure  in te rne t b oo k  re ta ile r 
to  launch  in A us tra lia , has ann ou nced  tha t it 
needs to  ra ise a p p ro x im a te ly  $5 m il l io n  to  
co m p e te  in the  loca l e -ta il m arket. M o st o f 
the funds w il l  need to  be spent on m arke ting  
the  service. S ince the  serv ice  was lau n ch ed  
in 1 998  it has sold goods to  10 0 00  A u s tra l­
ian househo lds.

Consortium aims lor cheaper books
The A us tra lian , 1 M a rch , by D iana  T h orpe

Six V ic to ria n  un ive rs ity  lib raries and the State 
L ib ra ry  o f V ic to ria  have fo rm ed a con so rtiu m  
to  purchase  books. The c o n s o rtiu m  sho u ld  
save the  lib ra r ie s  thousands o f d o lla rs . The 
V ic to ria n  A ca d e m ic  and Research L ib ra ries  
C on so rtiu m  is a tw o -ye a r agreem ent fo r the 
sup p ly  o f cu rre n t English language books, as 
w e ll as the  p ro v is io n  o f e le c tro n ic  ca ta lo g u ­
ing  records and processing. T w o  tenders by 
the  co n s o rtiu m  have a lready  been let —  to 
James Bennett L ib ra ry  Services fo r sup p ly  o f 
books fro m  A us tra lia  and N ew  Z ea land , and 
to  YBP fo r overseas books.

Bookmarks in time
The Age, 12 January, by Jennifer V e rra ll

Jenn ife r V e rra ll p ro file s  D ia n n e  R e illy , La 
T robe  L ib ra ria n  at the  State L ib ra ry  o f V ic to ­
ria. D ia n n e  has been w ith  the State L ib ra ry  
s ince she left sch o o l, s ta rting  o u t as a lib ra ry  
tra in e e . She n o w  pres ides o ve r the  spec ia l 
co lle c tio n s  d iv is io n  —  m aking  her cus tod ian  
o f som e o f the  State's m ost va lu a b le  h is to ric  
treasurers.

Library becomes a zone for homework
Area N ew s  —  G riffith , 23 February, by Kurt 
W eb b

Students in G r if f ith  w i l l  get free  h e lp  w ith  
th e ir h o m e w o rk  and assignm ents as part o f a 
u n iq ue  State L ib ra ry  o f N SW  p ro je c t. G r if fith  
was selected as one o f three  reg iona l lib ra r ­
ies to  p ilo t the  Reader's D igest 'H o m e w o rk  
Z o n e ' p ro g ra m , th a t has been d es ign ed  to 
im p ro ve  the e d u ca tio n a l resources and serv­
ices offered to young  people  in reg iona l N ew  
South W ales.

The $75 0 00  program  w il l  see the lib ra ry  
'H o m e w o rk  zo n e ' e qu ip p e d  w ith  a c o m p u ­
ter w ith  fu ll in te rnet and C D -R O M  access, as 
w e ll as num erous re ference w orks . A lso  p ro ­
v id e d  w i l l  be a p a rt- tim e  a fte r-sch o o l tu to r 
o ve r a th re e -ye a r p e rio d . The H o m e w o rk  
zone is targeted at students in Year 5 th rough  
to  Year 12. ■

... from previous page
• 16/10 WA Library Technicians section meet­
ing. Deacons Graham & Jones, Boardroom, Level 31, 
Bankwest Tower, 108 St Georges Terrace, Perth. Forfur- 
ther information contact Sharon Beccaria, ph 08 9426 
3254.
• 11/11 WA Children's & Youth Services sec­
tion. Annual General meeting. Venue: tba. Fa further 
information contact Hilary Hatfield, ph 08 9411 3494, 
fx 08 9411 3493, hilaryh@cockbum.wa.gov.au
• 14/11 WA Library Technicians section Meet- 
ing/AGM/dinner. Venue: USWA 5:30 fa  5:45pm start 
For further information contact: Brenda Ellen, ph 08 
9266 4183, elbib@bais.curtin.edu.au
• 14/11 WA Public Libraries section. Annual Gen­
eral meeting, all members welcome! Venue: tba. Fa 
further information contact Judi Willmott, ph 08 9354 
5327, fx 08 9354 5953, jwillmott@anning.wa.gw.au

N ational
11-14/5 Children's Book Council of Australia
Fifth National Conference. The third Millennium —  
Read On! National Convention Centre, Canberra ACT. 
Early Bird Registration doses 24/3. Further information is 
available on the following site: http7/www.schools. 
ash.org.au/jstubbs/cbcnaticinal/conference.htm
• 165 National Library Techniaans day. Events 
will be organised by Technidan groups in all States and 
Territories. Fa mae information contact Kathy Sharrad, 
president, National Library Technidan section, 
kathysha@tafesa.edu.au a  the president of the Library 
Technidan section in your State a  Territory.
3-7/7 21st Conference of the International As­
sociation of Technological University Libraries 
Virtual libraries: Virtual Communities, hosted by QUT Li­
brary, Brisbane, Australia. Well known overseasfocal 
speakers. Contact: Barb Ewers, b.ewers@qut.edu.au 
For regularly updated information see: http// 
vwvwlib.quthttpedu.au/lATUL 
15-18/10 LIANZA Conference for 2000. Exceed­
ing expectations. Christchurch Convention Centre. Con­
ference convenor Gail Pattie, deputy university librarian, 
Uni of Canterbury, Private Bag 4800, Christchurch New 
Zealand, ph +64 3 364 2055, fx +64 3 364 2007, 
g pattie@libr.c3nteftxjry.acnz
• 23/10 Australian Serials Special Interest 
Group. Serials 2005-future directions. National Library 
of Australia. Fa mae information contact Jenni Jeremy, 
ph 08 8302 6720, jenni.jeremy@unisa.edu.au

Conference
• 23-27/10 AUA2000,6th Biennial Conference
Capitalising on knowledge: the infumation profession 
in the twenty-first centuy. National Convention Centre, 
Canberra. Conference aganiser Conference Solutions, 
Brigitte Gunn, ph 02 6285 3000, fx 02 6285 3001, 
alia2000.conference@alia.org.au URL http:// 
www.alia.org.au/conferenceValia2000/

A ll in c ite  Events are lim ited to  40 
words maximum and must include: 
date, name o f Division, title o f event, 
theme and key speaker (if relevant), 
venue, tim e, costs, and a contact 
name w ith phone and fax numbers. 

A LIA  d iv is io n s  should mail, e-mail 
or fax details o f forthcom ing events 
to  the  address shown below, or use 
our website electronic fo rm  on 
AUAnet.
N on-ALIA  en tr ie s : Send (at a cost o f 
$40 for 40 words) w ith  your complete 
b illing  details to  in c ite  Events, 
ALIA, PO Box E441, Kingston, ACT 
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, or e-mail 
even ts@ a lia .o rg .au . An invoice w ill 
be sent to  the address indicated w ith  
your entry. For a small additiona l 
cost, your event may be listed on our 
website. Call fo r details.

• bullets indicate activities 
organised by ALIA Divisions
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