
ALIA awards innovation...
The ALIA  Awards for Innovation recognise innovative practices by library staff in any aspect of library activity —  for 
example, design of a brochure or world wide web page, or for teamwork. Orinally awarded in Victoria, the Awards for 
Innovation went national in 2000. The Awards are awarded in the following categories: academic libraries, public 
libraries, school libraries, special libraries, law libraries, and health libraries.

In this issue of in C it e  we congratulate the winners of the 2001 ALIA  Awards for Innovation. W e hope that these stories 
inspire libraries of all types to embrace innovation in the workplace. And if you know of a library which deserves 
recognition, or if your own library is an innovative place to work, nominate them for the 2002 ALIA  Awards for 
Innovation. Nomination forms can be obtained from Sandra Reid at AL IA  National Office on phone 02 6285 1877, fax 
02 6282 2249, e-mail awards@alia.org.au or check ALIAnet http://www.alia.org.au/awards/innovation/.

[Academic]

University o f Queensland 
Library Cyberschool
Janine Schmidt, university librarian; Deb Turnbull, co-ordinator Information Skills and Community Outreach; Liz 
Blumson, U Q L  Cyberschool co-ordinator; Pauline McLeod, U Q L  Cyberschool co-ordinator; Noela Yates, librarian, 
corporate services; Warren Ham, web access librarian

L-R: W arren Ham. Liz Blum son, D eborah Turnbull an d  Jan in e  Schm id t a fte r 
the presentation o f their A LIA  A w a rd  fo r Innovation in the A cadem ic

Libraries catego ry

T he U Q L  C yb ersch o o l 
a llo w s  Q u een s lan d  
seco n d ary  schoo l stu­

dents to access in fo rm ation  
find ing  tools and state-of-the- 
art e le c tro n ic  databases at a 
cost-effective rate via  a website 
developed  by the U n ivers ity  of 
Q u een s lan d  C yb rary . It is an 
integrated approach  to sup ­
porting the IT needs of second­
ary  schoo l students. It began 
w ith  a trial in vo lv in g  three 
Brisbane schools and the Infor­
m ation Access C om p any (now  
know n as The G a le  G roup ) in
1998. O v e r  one hundred  
schoo ls  n ow  subscribe to the 
databases p rov id ed  through 
the p ro ject and m ore than 
100 000 schoo l students in 
Q u ee n s lan d  have  access to 
quality  inform ation.

The service has opened the 
door to on line research by pro­
v id ing  access to the full-text ar­
tic le s  a va ila b le  in repu tab le  
journals and encyclopaed ias. The U Q L  
C yb ersch o o l p rovides d irec t links to 
e lec tro n ic  databases, o n lin e  in fo rm a­
tion  guides on search ing  databases, 
links to un iversity  services and to the 
U n iv e rs ity  of Q u ee n s lan d  C yb ra ry  
w ebsite  and inform ation find ing tools.

The U Q L  Cyberschoo l reaches out 
to secondary  schools across Q u e e n s ­
land  assisting students w ish in g  to

a ch ie v e  ex ce lle n ce  in the ir studies 
w h ile  at schoo l, and  also p reparing  
them  for studies at un ive rs ity  and for 
their life long learning.

it is help ing to break the tyranny of 
d is tan ce  for Q u een s lan d  secondary  
schoo l students, being a v a ila b le  
twenty-four hours a day, seven days a

w eek . It ensures that all students, no 
matter how  remote, have access to up- 
to-date-information.

In presenting the A L IA  A w a rd  for 
Innovation [Academ ic], the Association 
congratu la tes the U Q L  C yb ersch o o l 
team  for their inn o va tive  approach  to 
teach ing  and learning. ■
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