
Australian Public
Library Network: have your say...
T he Australian Public Libraries 

Network (APLN ) is a CASL 
sponsored project investigating 

models for national representation of 
public libraries for the purposes of ad
vocating on behalf of the public li
braries. A 'one voice' representation 
for public libraries has not been facili
tated by the diversity of the organisa
tional models public libraries 
function under in each of the states 
and territories at present. A number of 
significant global and national issues 
impact heavily on public libraries and 
their role in the local communities. 
There is a clear need for the Austral
ian public library sector to work co
operatively to ensure that 
governments and others are aware of 
their potential role in improving the 
social and econom ic welfare of the

Australian people.

These were some of the resolu
tions of the public libraries forum or
ganised by CASL in May 2000 in Ad
elaide. The forum gathered more than 
thirty representatives from a number 
of Australian public libraries. As a re
sult a consultancy has been commis
sioned to investigate the business 
case for a body that would represent 
and promote the interests of all pub
lic libraries in Australia. Libraries 
Alive! Pty Ltd won the consultancy in 
a competitive tendering process.

Libraries Alive! commenced the 
project on 21 May 2001. In the first 
phase they focussed on a review of 
literature pertaining to the national 
agenda for Australian public libraries. 
Research into the key issues relevant

to APLN involved examining relevant 
Australian and overseas models for 
public library representation. In the 
second phase of the project a w ide 
range of consultations with key 
stakeholders is taking place. Libraries 
A live! have already met with a 
number of representatives from the 
library and government sectors, in
cluding public libraries associations, 
ALIA, state libraries, local govern
ment associations, federal govern
ment departments and the opposition. 
A series of further meetings with pub
lic library representatives is being 
planned to cover ali states and terri
tories.

The final report, to be presented 
to the November 2001 CASL meet
ing, w ill include consideration of a 
number of options for possible or
ganisational models together with an 
assessment of sustainability for each 
of them. A draft of this report will be 
workshopped with a second national 
forum of public library representa
tives to be held in Sydney on 28 Sep
tember 2001.

The consultancy is being overseen 
by the Consultancy Steering Commit
tee (chaired by Chris W illiam s, 
SLNSW ) which consists of representa
tives of state, territory and national li
braries; major metropolitan public li
braries; rural and regional public 
libraries; and local government.

To enable all interested parties to 
have input into the project an APLN  
website has been set up (hosted by 
the National Library of Australia) at 
http://www.nla.gov.au/apln/. It pro
vides extensive information about the 
project, together with contact details 
for the Libraries A live! consultants 
and the consultancy steering commit
tee.

Your input to the project is w e l
come and can be provided via the 
APLN  website or directly to the Li
braries A live! consultants: Ian
McCallum and Sherrey Quinn, phone 
02 6257 91 77; fax 02 6257 9030; 
ian.mccallum@alianet.alia.org.au or 
sherrey.qu inn@ alianet.a lia .org .au . 
Comments are due by 15 O cto 
ber 2001. ■

Someone special?
Jenni Jeremy, conference convener

T he Bob Hawke Prime Minis
terial Library announces a 
three-day conference on the 

theme of: S o m e o n e  sp ecia l: issues  
in the d ev e lo p m en t o f  p e rso n  sp e 
c if ic  libraries, a rch ive s a n d  c o lle c 
tio n s, to be held from 18-20  
October 2001 at the University of 
South Australia, Adelaide.

The conference keynote 
speaker is Mr Don W  Wilson, sev
enth US archivist and former di
rector of the Bush Foundation and 
current trustee of the Mary Baker 
Eddy Library and Museum in Bos
ton.

The registration fee of $264 
($198 concession, or $132 day 
registration) includes conference 
attendance, library tours, w el
come reception, all refreshments 
and lunch, conference dinner and 
attendance at the Centenary of 
Federation National Forum, V i
sio n s  fo r  a n ation .

The conference will review  
the research and access facilities, 
digitisation, building design, 
copyright and other areas related 
to our person-specific libraries, 
archives and special collections 
as well as broadening the knowl
edge of the United States presi
dential model and its relevance to 
the prime ministerial library in 
Australia

Further details and a registra
tion form can be found at the 
conference website
www.hawkecentre.unisa.edu.au/ 

or by contacting the con
ference convener Jenni Jeremy at 
jenni.jeremy@unisa.edu.au or 
phone 08 8302 6720.

The conference will be of rel
evance to all individuals or or
ganisations considering or in
volved in the development of a 
significant personalised collec
tion. ■
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