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I n Ju ly  1999, the old School of Library, 
Inform ation and A rch ive  Studies 
(SILAS) at the University of N ew  South 

W a le s  ceased to exist. An entirely new  
School in the Faculty of C om m erce and 
Econom ics w as established. The new  
School of Information Systems, Technol
ogy and M anagem ent (S ISTM ) represents 
all the 'inform ation' disciplines w ith in  a 
converged and co llab o ra tive  env iron 
ment. This convergence provides a better 
working and learning environment for the 
emerging and changing information dis
ciplines. The 'Inform ation M anagem ent 
G ro u p ' w ith in  the new  Schoo l ensures 
visibility for the former constituency of li
brary and information studies, and also a 
point of identification for those wishing to 
fo llo w  studies in know ledge m anage
ment, record-keeping and a rch ive  stud
ies.

There are m any benefits for students 
in the co n ve rg e n ce  w ith  a host of 
courses a v a ila b le  to them  across the 
w h o le  range of inform ation d iscip lines, 
includ ing new  streams of specialisation, 
such as know ledge m anagem ent. There 
is also potential for cross-fertilisation of 
ideas, for research and for n ew  careers 
and professional linkages.

Research themes and research interests
In this new  Schoo l environm ent, the In 
form ation M anagem ent G roup  con so li
dated its research agenda to cover 
several broad themes and to attract new  
research candidates. The Schoo l has a 
proud history of graduates in course- 
w ork, research Masters and PhD  can d i
dates. The IM  G ro u p  has m anaged  to 
attract several important grants (in c lud 
ing Facu lty Spec ia l G rants and an A R C  
Sm all G rant) and consu ltancies.

The themes on w h ich  this research 
agenda hinge inc lude: The Structure of 
Fields, P roductiv ity  and G row th ; Em er
g en ce  versus C o n v e rg e n ce  of Fie lds; 
S c ien tif ic  C o llab o ra tion  and  its Effect, 
in c lu d in g  P u b lica t io n  C aree rs of 
G ro u ps (O euvres ); In te rd isc ip lin a rity  
versus D is c ip l in a r y ;  M ig ra tion  of Re
search ers—  to/from Fields; Information 
Retrieval Issues.

The specific areas of research interest 
cover the following methodological prob
lems: Scientom etric  and B ib liom etric  
M ethodology; Classification and the O r
ganisation of Information; M etrics of Use 
of the Internet and W W W ;  M ethodology 
for Examining Process in Scho larly  Com 
munication, including the 3Rs of research 
practice 'Read ing, w R iting  &  Referenc
ing'; Methodology of Aboutness—  Defin
ing Subject Fields.

Establishment of a research group
To foster co llab o ra tio n  on research 
pro jects, the B ib lio m e tr ic  and 
Inform etric Research Group (B IR G ) was 
estab lished  in 1998 (see http:// 
b irg .w eb .unsw .ed u .au/). B IR G  brings 
together a cad em ics  w h ose  expertise 
enab les o b je c t iv e  investigation  of 
grow th  and  im pact or in fluence, p ro 
ductiv ity  and perform ance in a range of 
research fields. The research agenda of 
B IR G  and the IM  G roup  assists the con 
so lidation  of expertise and supervision 
and promotes collaboration  w ith others 
across d iscip lines and other institutions.

The Vision Science Project
A  large-scale project was established to 
p rovide a w a y  of deve lop ing  expertise 
and  p ro v id in g  learn ing  environm en ts 
for ou r a cad em ics  and the ir research 
students. The V ision  Sc ience Project a l
low s for the developm ent of ind ividual 
studies, all of w h ich  are designed to an 
sw er sp ec ific  p rob lem s and  research 
questions by va rio us  m ethod o log ica l 
m eans using the fields and d iscip lines 
as the research  focus. The dom ain  of 
'V is io n  S c ie n ce ' concerns the sensory 
function  of sight and the health  and 
function  of the eye . This dom ain  is a 
d y n a m ic a lly  g row in g  consortium  of 
fie lds and  it offers the oppo rtun ity  to 
study a num ber of them es, in c lu d ing  
in te rd isc ip lin a rity , con ve rg en ce  and 
em ergence , and also m igration issues 
am ong research scholars. This area has 
not been p rev io u s ly  exam ined  
b ib lio rn e trica lly . It offers a broad range 
of a llied  fie lds in the sc iences and so 
cia l sc iences in w h ich  to investigate is
sues in research p ractice and sc ien tific  
co llab o ra tive  activ ity .

The aim s of the V is io n  S c ie n ce  
Pro ject are to exp lore and describe the 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  
structure and 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  
c o m p o s it io n , 
p u b l  i c a t i o n s  
and c ita tions 
of V S , to use 
the full range 
of b ib lio 
m e t r i c /  
i n f o r m e t r i c  
t e c h n i q u e s ,  
and to con cur
rently  investi
gate processes 
of reading,
seek ing  in fo r
m ation , w r it 
ing and  c iting  
( r e f e r e n c e

practices) em p loyed  by researchers in 
this in terd isc ip linary  dom ain .

Other research projects
W o rk  is ongoing into how  the internet 
and the w o rld  w id e  w eb  are organised 
—  its categorisation  p ractices and se 
m antic  structures. A  recent docto ra l 
thesis by Craig  M cD o n a ld  investigated 
the p rob lem s of 'an a ly s in g  and c o 
ord inating  the concep tua l structures of 
the inform ation professions'.

A  num ber of co llab o ra tive  projects 
are be ing  undertaken  in the area of 
definition of subject fields. C onn ie  W i l 
son and several co-authors (C  P a w le y  
and  P W il la rd )  have  been exam in in g  
the transform ation in library and infor
mation studies and its subject definition 
in Australia  (conference paper given at 
the recent A L ISE  Conference in the US). 
A no th er exam ination  is of the fie ld  
boundaries and pub lica tion  growth of 
'in fo rm ation  system s', a co llab o ra t iv e  
study by C o nn ie  W ils o n  (U N S W )  and 
Bjorn Eric M unkvo ld , curren tly  on sab
batical at U N S W  from Agder Un iversity  
C o llege, N o rw ay .

This year, the IM  G roup  and B IR G  
are hosting the 8th International Confer- 
ence on Scientometrics and Int'ormetrics, 
w hich  w ill be held at U N S W , 16-20 Ju ly 
2001. See the ISSI-2001 C onference 
website at: http://sistm.web.unsw.edu.au/ 
cont’erence/issi2001/.

The points of con ve rg ence  am ong 
the various inform ation d iscip lines are 
m any. The n ew  en v iro n m en t at the 
Schoo l of In fo rm ation  System s, T e ch 
nology and M anagem ent, U N S W , has 
created new  opportun ities for learning 
and co llabo ration . There is a renew ed 
impetus that has en liven ed  our teach 
ing and research endeavours. ■
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