
ABC Audio releases 
unabridged library collection
I n response to calls from librarians for the release of una

bridged works in resilient packaging, ABC Audio has 
moved into the library market with its Unabridged Library 

Collection.

Launched with seven distinct categories including Chil
dren's, Young Adult Fiction, Young Adult Non Fiction, ABC 
Radio, Adult Fiction, Adult Non Fiction and Comedy ABC 
Audio offers a number of unique advantages in its carefully 
selected range.

For the first time, ABC Audio is able to make selected 
radio programs available for public loan. One of the first re
leases will be a selection of interviews from Ramona Koval's 
popular program Books and Writing which is regularly 
broadcast on Radio National. ABC Audio has been presented 
with a marvellous opportunity to delve into the ABC archives 
and package some well-loved regular programs, as well as 
documentaries that provide in depth reports on religion, so
cial issues and historical events in Australian society. By ena
bling listeners access to this material, much of it broadcast 
once only, the Non Fiction category will provide a much- 
anticipated cache of material.

According to Bernadette Neubecker, manager of ABC 
Audio, 'ABC Radio has a wealth of archived material which 
is fascinating in terms of historical value and general inter
est but often played only once. This is about to change and 
libraries and audio borrowers will be the main beneficiaries.'

In addition the unabridged versions of titles including 
John Bales The Biography and Dawn —  One Hell o f a Life 
will now be available to the wider listening audience

Six new titles will be released every two months across 
the categories.

Apart from the information and entertainment value of 
audio, recent research conducted through several primary 
schools revealed the benefits of audio in assisting children to 
read.

Research found audio books improve concentration and 
listening skills, provide a good model of reading aloud with 
fluency, and brought the stories to life. When interviewed 
one child commented 'It makes you feel like you're really 
there.'

Audio sales are booming. ABC Audio reports that sales 
have more than doubled in the last five years. Audio has 
emerged in the multi-faceted library as a medium through 
which borrowers can be can be intellectually engaged or 
entertained often while also fulfilling another mundane task 
such as commuting, driving or doing household work.

'Audio books provide an opportunity to try different gen
res. It may be a book that you don't have time to read but 
can make a good listening experience,' adds Ms Neubecker.

By necessity libraries have reinvented themselves, diver
sifying to satisfy the needs of a chang
ing market. Audio has found an ex
panding shelf in the new look 
libraries and as a growth sector, is 
here to stay.

Cultural changes have contrib
uted greatly to this change. Time poor 
commuters and long distance travel
lers report greater satisfaction in lis
tening to audio over music or radio 
programmes.

As Philip Adams recently claimed 
in the W eekend Australian, 'On the 
road I keep myself awake by listening 
to audio. Not to music. For the long 
distance driver music is as dangerous 
as drugs.'

For further information please 
contact: Bernadette Neubecker, man
ager ABC Audio, on 02 9950 3965.

To celebrate the release of the 
Unabridged library collection, one 
lucky inCite reader will win a free 
copy of the audio title Books and 
Writing [either cassette or CD] from 
the ABC radio series. To enter, simply 
name the seven categories available 
in the unabridged library collection 
and e-mail to incite@alia.org.au, with 
'ABC Audio' in the subject line. The 
first correct entry received after 
12 June will win. ■

Peak bodies forum

Principles of mutual support
In  last m o n th 's  in C ite  w e  re p o rte d  on th e  Peak Bodies Forum  h eld  a t th e  N a 
t io n a l L ib rary  o f A u s tra lia  in Feb ru ary  ( in C ite , M a y  2 0 0 2 , p 1 8 ) . T h e  m em bers  
o f  th e  Peak Bodies Forum  a re  c o m m itte d  to  a set o f p rin c ip les  th a t en co u rag e  
a ll A u stra lian  lib raries  to  suppo rt each o th er in ach iev in g  th e ir  respective  goals, 
and  to  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  a c h ie v em e n t o f shared goals fo r  in fo rm a tio n  p rovis ion  
in th e  n a tio n a l in te res t. In  ad o p tin g  th e  p rin c ip les  o f m u tu a l su p p o rt th e  Peak  
Bodies Forum  recognises th a t th e  fre e  f lo w  o f in fo rm a tio n  and ideas is essen
tia l fo r  a th riv in g  A u s tra lian  c u ltu re  and eco n o m y.

•  P ro m o tin g  th e  im p o rta n c e  and ro le  o f lib ra ries  in A u s tra lian  society .

•  S u p p o rtin g  c o lla b o ra tio n  in th e  sharing o f lib ra ry  resources fo r th e  b e n e fit o f  
a ll A ustralian s.

•  S haring  th e  c o m m o n  goal o f w o rk in g  to  im p ro v e  lib ra ry  services and  s tand
ards in th e  n a tio n a l in te res t.

•  S haring  in fo rm a tio n  and  ideas in o rd e r to  p ro m o te  best p ra c tic e  and  to  e n 
courage  in n o va tio n  and c re a tiv ity  in the  d e liv e ry  o f in fo rm a tio n  and services  
to  a ll A ustralian s.

•  W o rk in g  to g e th er in a s p irit o f  m u tu a l respect, honesty and  tru s t.

•  E ncourag ing  and  a c k n o w le d g in g  th e  ach ievem en ts  and  successes o f o thers .

T h e  Peak Bodies Forum  in c ludes rep resen ta tives  o f A L IA , C A U L , CASL and  
o th e r lib ra ry  organ isations, and  fu rth e r  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  Forum  is a v a il
a b le  a t  http://www.nla.gov.aU/initiatives/meetings/#peak. ■
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