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he Great Masters by Mortimer Menpes, a m a jo r  e x ­

h ib it ion at the N a t io n a l  L ibrary  o f  A u stra l ia ,  b rings 

to  life th e  f a s c in a t in g  r e p r o d u c t io n s  o f  E u ro p e 's  

'G r e a t  M a ste r s '  p a in te d  b y  the  f l a m b o y a n t  A u stra l ia n -b o rn  

painter, M o rt im e r  M e n p e s .

Born in 1 8 5 5 ,  M ort im er  M e n p e s  m o v e d  to L o n don  with  

his fa m i ly  in 1 8 7 5  a n d  c o m p le t e d  his art tra in ing  in 1 8 8 0  

—  the y e a r  he m et J a m e s  M c N e i l l  W histler. H e  first g a in e d  

substantia l  recognit ion  as a student a nd  fo l lo w e r  o f  the m an  
h e  c a l le d  'T h e  M a ste r '  a n d  later b e c a m e  o n e  o f  the  m ost  

p o p u la r  a n d  w i d e l y  e x h ib ite d  artists o f  his g e n e ra t io n .

M e n p e s  w a s  a p ro d ig io u s  tra v e l le r  a n d  ra c o n te u r ,  an  
in n o v a t iv e  a n d  e n trep re n e u r ia l  print m a k e r  a n d  print p u b ­

lisher, a b io grap h er ,  c ra ck -sh o t ,  w restler, p r iz e  fo w l- r a is e r  

a n d  lo v er  o f  all th ings J a p a n e s e .

In 1 9 1 1  M e n p e s  d o n a t e d  th ir ty -e ig h t  c o p i e s  o f  the  

'G r e a t  M a s te r s '  to  A u str a l ia  as  a ' th a n k  o f fe r in g  to his 

n a t ive  la n d ' .  H e  u n d e rs to o d  that m ost  A u stra l ia n s  w o u l d  

n e v e r  h a v e  the  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  t ra v e l l in g  to E u ro p e  to s e e  
th e  o r ig in a l  w o r k s .  L ike  m a n y  o f  his  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  he 

b e l i e v e d  that real cu ltu re  o n ly  e x is te d  in E urope.

T h e  V ic to r ia  a n d  A lb e r t  M u s e u m  a n d  th e  N a t io n a l  
G a l l e r y  in L o n d o n ,  the  N a t io n a l  G a l l e r y  o f  Art in W a s h ­

ington a n d  the  State  H e rm ita g e  M u s e u m  in St Petersb urg  

a re  a m o n g  th e  in te rn a t io n a l  g a l le r ie s  w h e r e  th e  o r ig in a l  

'G r e a t  M a ste r s '  a re  held .

A p a r t  f ro m  a tour  to fo u r  N e w  So u th  W a l e s  c o u n t r y  

t o w n s  in 1 9 4 5 ,  this is the  first t im e  M e n p e s  Mona Lisa a n d  

c o p i e s  o f  w o rk s  by R em b ran d t ,  G a in s b o r o u g h ,  Bellin i ,  V an  
D y c k ,  R u b e n s ,  R e y n o l d s  a n d  V e l a s q u e z  w il l  b e  s e e n  in 

A ustra l ia .  T h ey  w ill  b e  on  d isp la y  at the N at iona l  L ibrary o f  

A u stra l ia  in C a n b e r ra  until M o n d a y  7  O c t o b e r  2 0 0 2 .

T h e  e x h ib i t io n  f e a tu re s  all th irty  e ig th  o f  h is  'G r e a t

Mortimer Luddington Menpes (1855-1938) Chapeau 
de paille (between 1900 and 1909). Shellac on oil on 

cardboard, after Peter Paul Rubens (1577-1640) Prussian 
Le Chapeau de paille 1622-1625 oil on oak. Original in the

National Gallery London

M a s te r s '  c o p i e s ,  n o w  h o u s e d  at th e  N a t io n a l  L ib ra ry  o f  
A u stra l ia ,  a l o n g  w ith  m a n y  trave l  b o o k s ,  s o m e  o f  th e m  
written b y  his y o u n g e r  daughter ,  D orothy,  a n d  d e ligh t fu l ly  
il lustrated b y  M e n p e s .  ■

Tasmania’s eHeritage Project (TeH)
A DLiB Information Systems of Australia, are pleased to announce involvement in Tasmania's eHeritage project. 

The Brisbane-based ADLiB team, in conjunction with the State Library of Tasmania, are set to install software 
and provide training to twenty-nine Tasmanian historical and cultural institutions. The State Library will provide 

hardware.
This project is an initiative of the State Library of Tasmania with funding from 'Networking the Nation'. The project 

aims to secure the future of Tasmania's vulnerable cultural history and documentary heritage, by accelerating the use 
of technology and innovation within the local history and heritage community.

Twenty-nine institutions that best fitted the selection criteria were chosen from over fifty applicants. The success­
ful societies and institutions are found in remote, rural and regional areas across the whole of the state and the major 
offshore islands. Between them they cover the whole gamut of historical and cultural life across Tasmanian communi­
ties.

The eHeritage project will provide networked support from the State Library and its partner cultural institutions 
to help organisations in managing collections, creating digital content, communicating online, and to gain economic 
benefits and efficiencies in their activities. This will develop a networked catalogue of significant documentary heritage 
materials held in local collections, as well as helping to maximise cultural tourism opportunities and expand market 
awareness of the cultural heritage of local communities through online promotion of their collections, services and 
activities. ■
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