
Product news
E ls e v ie r  Sc ience strengthens position in  m edical m arket
W ith  the acqu is ition  of H an le y  and Belfus Inc, a m ed ica l 
pub lisher from the H o ltzb rinck  Pub lish ing  G roup , E lsevier 
Sc ience  has strengthened its m edical d ivision.

The acquisition of H an ley  and Belfus fo llow s Elsevier S c i­
ence's acquisition of H arcourt Health  Sc iences in Ju ly  2001, 
w h ich  transformed Elsevier Sc ience  into the w orld 's leading 
health sc ience publisher based on annual revenues.

Sc iru s  and F A S T  de liver
im proved  search experience for researchers
Elsevier Sc ience, the leading international publisher of scien ­
tific information, announced  in con junction  w ith  Fast Search 
&  Transfer A SA  (FAST), a leading developer of search and real­
tim e filtering technologies, a new  release of Scirus, the w eb  
search engine dedicated to science. The new  version improves 
the user experience w ith  m ore subject-specific content and 
features like expanded  inform ation  types, d ynam ic  teasers 
w h ich  highlight the search terms w ith in  the search result list, 
and im proved re levance ranking.

The index now  contains m ore than 107 m illion  sc ience 
specific pages, w ith new  full-text additions like N A SA  reports, 
CogPrints pre- and postprints, and preprints from the Chem is­
try and M athem atics Preprint Servers. Scirus now  offers over 
17 m illion  p roprie tary records that canno t be found using 
generic search engines.

The new  version of Scirus contains significant en h ance ­
ments aim ed at assisting users w ith  finding the most relevant 
results. These features have been developed  using the latest 
search techno logy  p rovided  by FAST. FAST  has further im ­
proved the ranking and re levance of the results by im plem ent­
ing 'intelligent query rewrites', w h ich  au tom atica lly  attempts 
to understand the intention of the user and enab les more 
intelligent searching by rewriting the queries.

As part of this new  release, Scirus now  includes a news 
feed w ith  the latest sc ience headlines provided by the Lexis 
Nexis W e b  Publisher N ew s Database. This serv ice  provides 
access to p rom inent new spapers, trade journals, reference 
directories, legal and legislative sources, new sw ires and tran­
scripts from m ore than 2700 sources around the w orld .

Personalised  know ledge:
D ia lo g  launches D ia lo g  N ew sEd g e  service
D ia lo g  has announced  the launch of a m ajor n ew  product 
called  D ia log  New sEdge —  an industry-specific, personalised 
current awareness and news alerting service for corporations. 
D ia log  N ew sEdge com bines up-to-the-minute news, analysis 
and research cu lled  from thousands of g lobal sources w ith

custom ised editorial re levance ranking, personally managed 
by h igh ly experienced  editors specia lis ing  in their industry 
sector.

D ialog New sEdge may be customised first by the subscrib­
ing organisation and then by individual users and departments 
utilising the service. Enterprise-wide customisation options in­
c lude selecting content feeds accord ing  to industry sectors.

Subscrip tion  prices are determ ined  by the num ber of 
individuals w ith in  an organisation authorised to use the web- 
based service.

For a free trial offer to D ia lo g  N ew sEdge , p lease visit 
http://www.newsedge.com/dne.html and com plete the request 
form. O r call + 781 229 3000 from the rest of the world .

H C N  clinches new  on line deal w ith  N S W  H ea lth
H ealth  C om m unication  N etw ork  (H C N ), Australia 's leading 
m edical IT and health software provider, has announced  the 
renewal of an $8 m illion deal that w ill enab le N S W  Health  to 
provide doctors, nurses and a llied  health professionals w ith  
w orld- lead ing  on line  health  inform ation  through its C IA P  
(C lin ica l Inform ation A ccess Program ) health  inform ation  
database.

H C N 's  on line inform ation resources are the backbone of 
C IA P  a world-leading health inform ation access program set 
up by N S W  H ea lth  to p rovide hospital c lin ic ian s  w ith  e v i­
dence-based information on treatment, drugs, guidelines and 
protocols. H C N  has been the primary content provider for the 
four years that C IA P  has been availab le.

In addition to the renewal, N S W  H ealth  has expanded its 
purchase to inc lude hundreds more on line  m edical journals 
and textbooks, accessed through H C N 's  new  U n ified  Search 
Environm ent (U SE ) software, w h ich  enables users to em ploy a 
sim ple search engine to sift through various data sources.

U n til recently, H C N 's  co llec tio n  of o n lin e  com m erc ia l 
health databases cou ld  o n ly  be accessed  and searched in ­
d iv idually . U SE  is a great tool to utilise if you do not know  
w here to start searching for the information you need. The U SE  
software can search m ultip le health databases from m ultip le 
vendors in one search.

For the first time, content for hand-held devices has also 
been included as part of the N S W  H ealth  deal.

M illen n iu m  on a ro ll at public lib raries
Innovative Interfaces, a leading supplier of web-based library 
solutions, announced  that in August 2002 six pub lic  library 
systems have signed a contract with Innovative: Carver County 
Library System, Denton Pub lic  Library System , Lakeland Li-
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brary C ooperative , Thousand  O aks Pu b lic  Library, G reen e  
County Pub lic  Library, and Cuyahoga County Pub lic  Library.

Innovative  Interfaces (h ttp ://w w w .iii.com ) is a leader in 
p rovid ing web-based autom ated library systems. Innovative 's 
library automation systems are installed in thousands of librar­
ies in 31 countries around the world .

N e w  Zea land  un iversities
sign copying  agreem ent w ith  Screenrigh ts
The N ew  Zealand  V ice-Chancellors' Com m ittee (N Z V C C ) and 
Screenrights, the audio-visual copyright society, have reached 
an agreem ent w h ich  w ill, for the first time, give all N e w  Z e a ­
land Un iversities a licence  to access broadcast programs for 
teach ing and research.

The licence  agreem ent enables the copying  of television  
(both free-to-air and pay-TV) and radio programs by all un i­
versities for their educationa l purposes. U n d e r the terms of 
the licence  agreem ent, the broadcasts cop ied  by universities 
w ill be surveyed by an independent agency. The survey infor­
mation w ill be used by Screenrights to m ake paym ents from 
the licensing  fees to the copyrigh t ow ners of the programs 
recorded.

Screenrights w ill also p rovide interested staff w ith  on-line 
information about forthcom ing educational programs. Lindsay 
Taiaroa com m ented that this w ill assist university teachers and 
researchers to identify potential educational resources relevant 
to their interests.

Screenrights is a non-profit copyright co llecting society for 
rightsholders in film, television  and radio.

Hopgood G an im  L a w y e rs  choose So ft lin k
Hopgood G an im  Lawyers have chosen Softlink solutions to as­
sist in the upgrade of their library, information, and knowledge 
m anagem ent systems.

W ith  over 150 staff (in c lud ing  sixty-seven practitioners), 
H opgood G an im  is one of Q ueensland 's largest independent 
law  firms.

H opgood  G an im 's  lib rarian , H e len  G am b ley , also the 
president of the Australian Law  Librarians' G roup  (Q ld  D iv i­
sion), has chosen the So ftlink  range of so lutions to re vo lu ­
tionise their library, inform ation and know ledge m anagem ent 
services.

For the library and information m anagem ent needs, H elen  
found Softlink Liberty 3 to be the c lear w inner due to the full 
integration of all com ponents (no need to purchase additional 
m odules for w eb  access), and the sim ple to use interface for 
all team mem bers throughout H opgood G an im .

Softlink's e-Reference has been chosen to p rovide a web- 
based knowledge m anagement solution. Again, the w eb  based 
interface and sim plistic user interface w ere  strong reasons for

the cho ice .

Q ueensland  health lib ra ries  are 1100th V oyager custom er
Endeavor In form ation  System s recently  announced  that 
Q ueensland  Health  libraries, Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 
are the 1100th custom er to select the Voyager integrated li­
brary m anagem ent system . At the n ineteen Q u eens lan d  
H ealth  libraries, know ledge  centres m a in ly  based in large 
hospitals, Voyager replaces seven diverse systems.

The Voyager im p lem entation  plus the integration of En ­
deavor's Interlibrary Loan M o d u le  w ill assist the Q ueensland  
H ea lth  libraries w ith  strategic goals, in c lud ing  increasing 
existing services to ra tionalise and d e liver quality  k n o w l­
edge services and p rovid ing  better support for the de livery  
of ev idence-based m ed ic ine . The co-ordination of libraries 
through this new  techno logy w ill also assist w ith  co-opera­
tive resource developm ent and consortium-based purchasing, 
p rovid ing  m oney saving and tim e saving opportunities. The 
im proved infrastructure, techno logy and information systems 
w ill im prove equ itab le delivery of know ledge services across 
the state plus containm ent of costs for each library.

The nineteen Q ueensland  Health  libraries serve the entire 
state of Q ueensland  through thirty-eight health districts. The 
libraries address the c lin ic a l and research needs of 60 000 
Health  Departm ent staff from rural com m unity health centres 
to large metropolitan hospitals.

S c ie n ceD ire c t im proves 
access ib ility  for the v isu a lly  im paired
ScienceD irect (http://www.sciencedirect.com) is pleased to an­
nounce a milestone in the progress of its committed effort to 
improve the accessibility of the ScienceD irect platform for the 
visually impaired. Recent tests showed that the platform is very 
user-friendly and those involved with the tests are convinced it 
could make a serious contribution to advancing the educational 
and career opportunities of the visually impaired. ScienceDirect, 
who see these tests as just the first step, intends to continuously 
improve the platform for visually impaired users and wants to set 
the standard for other publishers in the future.

Judith D ixon, consum er relations officer at the N ational 
L ib rary Se rv ice  for the B lin d  and Ph ys ica lly  H an d icap ped , 
says, 'W h e n  it com es to accessib ility  for the blind, Science- 
D irect is really  in very good shape. I feel that the long-term 
support of these issues w ill ad vance  the educationa l and 
career opportunities in areas w here  the blind had previously 
lim ited options'.

Further testing of the next release of this functionality is 
planned for later in 2002. ScienceDirect w ill also roll-out testing 
in both Europe and Asia. ■
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