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General meeting & end of year func­
tion. Venue: tba.

• 31/8-1/9/2003 ALIA Local 
Studies (WA) Symposium 2003:
Celebrating our heritage: preparing 
the way. Venue: Constitutional Centre, 
Havelock Street, West Perth, proceed­
ing the National Oral History Confer­
ence 4-7 September 2003. Contact 
convenor: Jenni Woodroffe, ph 08 
9367 4759, jennij@iinet.net.au.

N a t i o n a l
• 1/ 1 1  ALIA Acquisitions National 
Seminar. Acguisitions — the new 
age. TownHouse on Hindley, Adelaide, 
9-5pm. Cost: $77 members, $55 
students, $99 non-members, lunch in­
cluded. For more information contact: 
Jenni Jeremy, secretary, ph 08 8302 
0318, jenni.jeremy@unisa.edu.au

1 1 - 1 2 / 1 1  National Resource 
Sharing Working Group. National 
Resource Sharing Forum and Field Day. 
National Library of Australia, Canberra, 
Australia. Further details are available 
at: http://www.nla.gov.au/rsforum/

• 29-30/11 University of South 
Australia Library in association 
with ALIA present The Vital Link 3: 
staffing library and information services 
in the 21st century. City West Campus, 
University of South Australia. Contact: 
Marilyn Fraser, University of South 
Australia Library, Holbrooks Road, 
Underdale 5032, ph 08 8302 7040, 
fx 08 8302 6756, marilyn.fraser® 
unisa.edu.au

C o n f e r e n c e s
• 6-7/12 ALIA Quroum New
Librarian's symposium. Personal and 
professional development for new li­
brarians in the Australia-Pacific Region. 
Carlton Crest Hotel, Brisbane. Register 
your interest at http://www.alia.org.au/ 
conferences/newlibrarian/ Contact: 
Robyn Gattera, ph 07 3403 2592, 
twg@brisbane. qld.gov.au

•  21-23/1/2003 ALIA Information 
Online 2003: 11th exhibition and 
conference. For more information, 
please contact: Conference Action, 
ph 02 9437 9333, fx 02 9901 4586, 
online.2003@alia.org.au http://www. 
alia.org.au/conferences/online2003/

•  23-24/1/2003 The IFLA 
Internet Manifesto workshop. 
Presenters: Susanne Seidelin, direc­
tor IFLA/FAIFE committee and Alex 
Byrne, chair IFLA/FAIFE committee. 
Venue: University of Technology, 
Sydney Building 10. Sponsors: ALIA, 
IFLA/FAIFE, UTS Library. Information 
on the Manifesto can be found at: 
http://www.ifla.org/lll/misc/im-e.htm. 
Registration: ALIA National Office, ph 
02 6215 8235, enquiry@alia.org.au, 
http://www.alia.org.au/conferences/ 
ifla.manifesto/
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Making news
Selected reprints from newspapers and magazines in recent months

L ib ra ry  offers insight, study, entertainm ent
Fraser Coast Chronicle, 1 6 August

The FHervey Bay Library was the first library in 
Australia to form a partnership with a council 
and a university. Five years on the partnership 
is ab le to offer all members of the com munity 
an integrated learning experience. The library 
co llection  holds materials ranging from aca ­
dem ic  texts to a w id e  range of recreational 
and inform ative material —  fiction and non­
fiction books, large-print books, newspapers, 
videos, talking books, magazines, com puter 
games, music cassettes and CDs, videos, and 
D VD s.

U n iv e rs ity  students concerned over 
electron ic  lib ra ry  plans
New castle Herald, 20 August, 
by Anne-M arie W ilco ck

The N ew castle  Un iversity Students Associa­
tion (N U S A ) claim s that students w ere not in­
vo lved  in the decision to turn H uxley Library 
into an electronic centre until after planning 
docum ents w ere  leaked. The Association has 
called  for the project to be delayed. The As­
sociation is calling  on the university to make 
sure the proposals go to one of the dem ocrat­
ic boards w here students are represented.

A ctiv is ts  target W ash ington libraries
A P  Newswire, 28 August, 
by N icho las K Ceran ios (AP)

Anti-tax crusaders in the northeast Stevens 
C oun ty  (U S ) are trying to close rural librar­
ies. Seven small libraries w h ich  bring library 
services to sm all com m unities have been 
targeted by activists w ho  contend that they 
are too expensive and unneeded. The group 
is lobbying to close seven of the county's nine 
pub lic  libraries. The Am erican  Library Asso­
c iation  believes that it is the first time in the 
Un ited  States w here a library system could be 
dem olished by popular vote.

N a tio n a l L ite ra c y  and N um eracy W eek
Hunter Valley Star News, 4 Septem ber

Students taking part in the Sm ith Fam ily's 
student2student program in the H unter are 
celebrating National Literacy and N um eracy 
W e ek . The program pairs students w ith stu­
dent mentors. Each is given an identical book 
that they read together over the telephone a 
coup le  of nights a week. The mentor assists 
the younger student w ith  d ifficu lt words or 
phrases and helps to im prove their con fi­
dence, skills and self-esteem. Across Aus­
tralia, more than 400 students and volunteer 
mentors are taking part in the program.

The Adelaide Advertiser also featured a 
story on the Sm ith Fam ily's student2student 
program  on 7 Septem ber ['Tw o students, a 
book and a new  line in literacy ']. D an ie l 
Lato reported on a face-to-face m eeting of

/ / /  C  e f t ’

'read ing  buddies', D av id  Reeves and Peter 
Siggins. The M anning R iver Times ran the 
story 'Students help ing  students im prove 
their literacy skills ' on 6 Sep tem ber w h ich  
exam ined the program.

$10 000 aw ard  for 
Scottsdale P r im a ry  School
North Eastern Advertiser, 4 Septem ber 

The Scottsdale Prim ary Schoo l has w on  a 
$10 000 National Excellence Aw ard  for Liter­
acy for its programs to im prove student learn­
ing outcomes in literacy. Programs include a 
literacy framework for the school, the Reading 
H our Program, and a Ready R eco ve ry  pro­
gram. Parents have also been invo lved  w ith  
the Parent Classroom H elpers' Program.

H elp ing  boost lite ra cy  levels at Goodooga
Lightning Ridge News, 5 Septem ber

Goodooga Central School has been aw arded 
$10 000 for ex ce llen ce  in literacy and  nu ­
meracy outcomes. The school of just 127 stu­
dents has shown significant im provem ent in 
the performance of students in the Basic Skills 
Test and the English Language and L iteracy 
Assessment. The school has also recorded a 
100 per cent increase during three years in 
the num ber of students staying on for post- 
com pulsory schooling.

L ib ra ry  ‘does the D e w e y '
Collie M ail, 5 Septem ber

In an interesting library promotion, the theme 
for Adult Learners' W e e k  at C o llie  Libraries 
was 'D o  the D ew ey ', em phasising the D ew ey 
decim al system used to catalogue library co l­
lections. Each day during the w eek  a different 
c lassification  w as represented in activ ities. 
For exam ple, the 200s w e re  represented by 
a talk on Collie 's A ll Saints' Church , and the 
400s w ere  em phasised in a quiz night.

M u nd u lla  learn ing 
program  national w in n e r
Border Chronicle, 5 Septem ber 

M undulla  Prim ary School received a $10 000 
N ational Literacy and N u m eracy  W e e k  Ex­
ce llence Award. The school w as aw arded  for 
its innovative program  w h e re  ch ild ren  are 
grouped based on their needs, rather than 
the traditional focus year level or age. The 
school p rincipa l, M rs Linda Lance said that 
the program  w as in troduced  to encourage 
students to reach their full potential and that 
in the last year the school w as rewarded with 
above state average results.

N ove l w ay  to teach ch ild ren  to read
Harvey Leschenault Reporter, 10 September, 
by H annelore Hepburn 

Australind library, the Children 's Book C oun ­
cil of W estern  Australia and the State Library 
of W estern  A ustra lia  recently  com b in ed  to 
host a 'm eet the author' session for students
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from local prim ary schools. G eo ff H ave l, a 
teacher and writer, started w riting  ten years 
ago to get reluctant readers in his class m o ­
tivated. The w orkshop  show ed  the students 
the m any steps involved in producing a book 
from the first idea to the final publication .

M aste rin g  the spoken w ords
Com m ent News, 10 Septem ber

The O ra l Language In itiative of Forest C res­
cent Prim ary School has w on  an Excellence 
aw ard  as part of N ational L iteracy and N u ­
m eracy W e ek . O n e  in eight ch ild ren  at the 
school have English as a second  language. 
The school im p lem ented  a w ho le-schoo l 
literacy plan, w h ich  inc ludes ea rly  iden ti­
fica tion  of ch ild ren  w h o  m ay be at risk of 
iearning difficulties, and offering them m ore 
opportunities for talking.

C hook  book hook for lite racy  
N ew castle Herald, 5 September, 
by M ich ae l G add

H undreds of H un ter ch ild ren  jo ined  about 
250 000 Austra lians for s im u ltaneous 
storytime. New castle  Region Library attracted 
more than forty children, and library spokes­
w o m an  Caro l Edm unds said the day w as 
successful for thirteen libraries in N ew castle  
and m any m ore throughout Lake M acq u arie  
and the U pper Hunter.

The library also launched  a b rochure 
p roduced  by N ew cas tle  Reg ional L ib rary 
and the N ew castle  Perm anent. Ten minutes 
a day h ighlights the benefits of regu larly  
reading to children. Ju lie  V ivas, illustrator of 
Possum M agic, illustrated the brochure. The 
brochure is availab le at New castle  Permanent 
branches and regional libraries.

T V  presenter helps k ids 
get a better look at storybooks
W entworth Courier, 11 Septem ber 

Te levis ion  presenter, Indira N a id o o  visited  
W a v e r le y  Library to partic ipate in N ational 
Sim ultaneous Storytim e. The event is aim ed 
at provid ing the opportunity to prom ote the 
va lue  of reading and the important role that

libraries play in stim ulating literacy.

N o is y  please!
O u r  lib ra ries  need m ore m oney
Port M acquarie News, 11 Septem ber

M em bers of the North East Z o n e  of the 
C oun try  Pu b lic  Libraries A ssoc ia tion  w ill 
soon be m aking noise in an attem pt to re­
ce ive  increased funding. Chairw om an Shirley 
W h e a t le y  said that on a proportional basis, 
fund ing  to p u b lic  lib raries in N e w  South 
W a le s  is the worst in Australia. She said that 
if m ore state funding was not m ade ava ilab le 
for libraries, N e w  South W a les  was in danger 
of being the 'w ooden  spoon state rather than 
the 'p rem ier' state'.

N am bucca  w ins lite ra cy  aw ards
M id-Coast Observer, 11 Septem ber 

N a m b u cca  H eads Prim ary Schoo l was one 
of ten schools in the state to w in  a National 
L iteracy and N u m eracy  W e e k  ex ce llen ce  
aw ard . Students at the school have scored 
extrem ely w e ll in the Basic  Sk ills test —  in 
1999 on ly  sixteen per cent of year 3 students 
scored in the top bands, tw o  years later sev­
enty-eight per cen t of the students, now  in 
year 5, scored better than the state average.

L in g u a  m achina
The Age, 12 September, by A nne  Eisenberg 

O v e r  the past d ecade  librarians, archivists 
and researchers have been exp loring  the 
cha lleng e  of long-term preservation  of 
d ig ital docum ents and trying to find w ays 
to conserve  the inform ation  con ta in ed  in 
them . A rch ivists are argu ing that w hat is 
needed  is a com m on  preservation  system 
that can read and present today's formats in 
a simple, standard w ay  that can be em ulated 
or m im icked  on future com puters. An IB M  
researcher has deve loped  a prototype for a 
'un iversa l v irtual com puter ', a system w ith  
arch itectu re  and language so log ical and 
access ib le  that com puter deve lopers of the 
future w ill be ab le  to w rite  instructions to 
em ulate it on their m achines. ■

Master of information services.
This exciting new  graduate course w ill make you 
elig ib le  to f il l  senior roles in the inform ation services, 
inform ation brokerage, inform ation and knowledge 
m anagement industries and expose you to advanced 
em ployment opportun ities in these areas.
W ith  tw o  exit points a t Graduate Diploma and Graduate 
C ertificate level; professional recognition o f the three

streams at Graduate Diploma level; a choice of electives 
and targeted research units - there is room to ta ilo r the 
course to meet your needs and your career aspirations. 
For more information, please contact Student Support 
Officer, School of Computer and Inform ation Science,
Ph: (08) 9370 6299 Fax: (08) 9370 6100
Email: scis.info@ ecu.edu.au £?-2002 * futures

• 24-27/8/2003 10th Asia Pacific 
Special Health and Law Librarians 
conference. Celebrate the future. 
Adelaide Convention Centre, Adelaide. 
Contact: Festival City Conventions, 
ph 08 8363 1307, fx 08 8363 1604, 
librarians@fcconventions.com.au, http: 
//www.alia. org.au/conferences/shllc/ 
2003/index.html

• 31/8-1/9/2003 ALIA Local Stud­
ies (WA) Symposium 2003: Celebrat­
ing our heritage: preparing the way. The 
symposium is to be held at the Consti­
tutional Centre, Havelock Street, West 
Perth, preceeding the national Oral His­
tory Conference 4-7 September 2003. 
Contact convenor: Jenni Woodroffe, ph 
08 9367 4759, jennij@iinet.net.au.

• 9-12/9/2003 12th National 
Library Technicians conference
Bridging services: embracing reality. 
Brisbane Qld. Event co-ordinator: Or­
ganisers Australia, PO Box 1237, Milton 
Qld 4064, ph 07 3369 7866, fx 07 
3367 1471, mail@orgaus.com.au

I n t e r n a t i o n a l
3/10-7/10  CAVAL training ac­
tivities. Book indexing', one-day 
workshop led by Max McMaster. 
Venue: tba, Auckland, 9:30—4:30pm 
Cost: $198 CAVAL/ALIA members, 
non-members $220. Wellington 3/10; 
Christchurch 7/10. Contact: Eve Cornish, 
evec@caval.edu.au, register online 
at http://www.caval.edu.au/Services/ 
rego_form.html

4/10-8/10 CAVAL training activi­
ties. Database/pictoriai indexing one- 
day workshop led by Max McMaster. 
Venue: tba, Auckland, 9:30—4:30pm. 
Cost: $198 CAVAL/ALIA members, 
non-members $220. Wellington 4/10; 
Christchurch 8/10. Contact: Eve Cornish, 
evec@caval.edu.au, register online 
at http://www.caval.edu.au/Services/ 
rego_form.html

B B H H H n H M H H I
A ll incite E v e n ts  are lim ited  to  40 
w ords m axim um  and must include: 
date, name o f Group, title o f event, 
theme and key speaker (if relevant), 
venue, time, costs, and a contact 
name with phone and fax numbers.

A L IA  g ro u p s  should mail, e-mail or 
fax deta ils o f  fo rthcom ing events to  
the  address shown below, o r use our 
w ebsite electronic fo rm  on ALIAnet.

N o n -A LIA  e n tr ie s : Send (at a cost o f 
$40 for 40 words) w ith  your complete 
b illin g  de ta ils to  incite E v e n ts ,  

ALIA, PO Box E441, K ingston, ACT 
2604; fax 02 6282 2249, o r e-mail 
e v e n ts@ a lia .o rg .a u . An invoice w ill 
be sent to  the  address indicated w ith  
you r en try. For a small ad d itiona l 
cost, your event may be listed on our 
website. Call fo r  details.

• b u llets indicate activities 
orga nised  by ALIA Groups

October 2002 t  f t  d  / /  <’ 43

mailto:scis.info@ecu.edu.au
mailto:librarians@fcconventions.com.au
http://www.alia
mailto:jennij@iinet.net.au
mailto:mail@orgaus.com.au
mailto:evec@caval.edu.au
http://www.caval.edu.au/Services/
mailto:evec@caval.edu.au
http://www.caval.edu.au/Services/
mailto:events@alia.org.au

