
Embracing conference connections
T he 12th A L IA  library techn icians' con ference w ill take 

p lace in Brisbane in Septem ber 2003 and all library 
technicians and assistants are invited. Conferences such 

as these are exciting and stimulating and should instil a sense 
of pride in what can be achieved.

Tuesday 9 Septem ber 2003 is the starting point and this 
day is devoted to pre-conference activities and networking op­
portunities. It is beneficial to identify your state peers and forge 
friendships as the conference progresses. I hope to catch up 
with the M onash technicians who may appreciate the Brisbane 
sunshine after dealing with recent tragic events and the long- 
terms effects on their clientele.

Previous conferences have provided many highlights. W h o  
cou ld  forget G rant Stone and his excellent presentation on 
laughter yoga w hich had delegates shake, groove and grumble, 
at 9:00am, even those still under the influence of the confer­
ence dinner. A light finale to the 11th A L IA  Library Technicians' 
conference held in Tasmania in 2001.

Perhaps you w ere more impressed by Jennefer N icholson's 
presentation at the 10th A L IA  Library Technicians conference in 
Western Australia covering the history and professional develop­
ment of library technicians w ith in  ALIA .

An excellent way to express that pride and professionalism 
is to support awards that are special to library technicians. The 
library technician of the year award was founded in 1988 and 
was first awarded in 1989 to promote the role and image of 
library technicians. It has since been awarded to seven library 
technicians and this conference should attract a strong field of

nominees.

The Dunn and W ilson  
scholarship is also a va il­
ab le and aims to provide 
a library techn ician  w ith  
support to investigate a 
particu lar project relating to the p ractice of library techn i­
cians. The 2001 recip ient M ered ith  M artine lli reported her 
successat the Tasm anian conference im m ediately prior to an 
appendectom y —  no Meredith it wasn't nerves! These people 
w ere  conference presenters w ho  opened their minds to new  
goals, set, achieved and shared the joy through the conference 
experience.

Conferences provide opportunity to be recognised for out­
standing awards and to meet people from all walks of life in 
sim ilar industry em ployment. The diversity of modern libraries 
is alw ays highlighted at conferences as peers provide insight 
into both history and advancem ent of print and storage. In one 
corner w e  have discussions of m icro-fiche and paper acid ity  
w h ile  the other corner is hypertext links and digital imaging.

Accepting the differences and co llective ly  contributing to 
Australia's history is the shared goal of this profession so let's 
em brace reality together. If you survive on a m inim um budget 
save your pennies for this conference. A  w ide  range of profes­
sional and personal developm ent opportunities are ava ilab le 
so hone your negotiation skills and put Brisbane 2003 in your 
budget. See you there.

Amanda Rosemary H ill, Q U T  Library Technician

Bridging Services
embracing reality
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Heeding the call for papers
I ndustry conferences provide profes­

sional developm ent opportunities on 
a grand scale. The experience of con ­

tributing to our industry is enorm ously 
beneficial.

W h y  go to a conference in the first 
p lace? You may find that you literally 
network, discuss and debate w ith  c o l­
leagues from across the industry, coun ­
try, and possibly the world . G o ing  to a 
conference is not just about listening to 
speakers and attending the cocktail hour. 
You add value to your conference experi­
ence by taking the opportunity to inves­
tigate w ith suppliers and associated in­
dustries, attend workshops and meetings, 
or present a paper. These opportunities 
provide you w ith a valuab le experience 
to take back to your organisation.

W h y  present a paper? A  very per­
sonal and challenging experience is that 
of presenting. Not on ly does it provide 
you w ith the challenge of using a variety 
of com m unication skills (written, verbal, 
pub lic  presenting) to w rite  the initial 
submission, but it also is the ideal w ay 
to contribute to your organisation and 
your personal skills. As a side issue, but 
an outcom e of my personal experience, 
presenting a paper also has the potential 
to advance your career or earn a better 
income.

M y experience
The first library con ference I attended 
w as the 10th A L IA  Techn ic ian  confer­
ence in Fremantle in 1999. In the tw elve 
months after Perth, I found that I was in­
vo lved  in projects and business, w h ich  
required great com m unication and lead­
ership skills. These sorts of opportunities 
w e re  greatly enhanced  w hen  I seized 
the m om ent by subm itting an abstract 
for a paper. I knew it was the perfect op­
portunity to exam ine my environm ent, 
or issues, to share and contribute ideas, 
investigations, and present the results.

It was the first tim e I had attempted 
an exercise of this sca le  w ith in  my 
profession, and yes, at times it was 
daunting. I knew  that my thoughts and 
experiences w ere  va luab le  to others in 
the industry, and my paper might give 
others the confidence they need in their 
roles w ith in  TAFE, or other areas of the 
library industry.

The rew ard s
I w as ab le to add an im pressive item 
to my C V ! H av ing  my paper accepted 
was indeed an honour, and I found that 
the experience provided me w ith an 
enhanced  range of skills, w h ich  I have 
used many times over for my library.

M ost importantly, preparing a paper

Kerry Warman

adds to the lib rary industry. Preparing 
som ething of va lue  proves that there 
are technicians w ho are industry active, 
caring and prepared to contribute to the 
developm ent process of the information 
environm ent. I encourage other library 
techn icians to consider presenting a 
paper at the Library Technician 's confer­
ence in Brisbane in Septem ber 2003. 
If you have an idea or som ething to 
contribute, p lease see the w ebsite  at 
http://www.alia.org.au/groups/libtnat/ 
conferences/2003/ca 11.for.papers.htm  I 
or e-mail vanessa@ orgaus.com .au  for 
a brochure.

N ow  is the time to take the leap!

Kerry W arm an, senior library technician, 
Lending Services, Southbank Institute o f  
TAFE
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